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	 Italy	 is	often	considered	as	a	host	or	receiving	country	 for	 low-skilled	(and	mainly	
illegal)	migrants	and	over	the	years,	I	have	had	to		explain	on	many	occasions	that	high-skilled	














thanks	 to	 its	800-year-old	University.	Eventually,	 the	discussion	will	 lead	us	 to	assess	 the	





	 The	 thesis	 contributes	 to	highlighting	 a	 relevant	migratory	 flow	underexplored	by	
literature	 in	 Italy:	 the	 international	students’	migration.	Meanwhile,	a	 focus	on	 the	 Indian	
university	 students	 considered	 as	 ‘students-migrants’	 enriched	 with	 knowledge	 and	
intellectual	capacities	will	help	nuance	the	eclectic	mosaic	of	the	Indians’	migration	in	Italy	
nowadays,	which	remains	largely	concentrated	over	the	‘low-‘	or	‘semi-‘skilled	migrants	such	





for	 the	need	 to	 trace	an	alternative	mode	of	 thought,	 of	 interpretation	and	actions	which	




milestones	 like	 the	 Sant’Antony	 church	 or	 Elena	 Lucrezia	 Cornaro,	 the	 first	 woman	
worldwide	with	a	bachelor’s	degree.	In	this	pattern,	I	underline	the	prominent	role	and	place	
of	 the	 university,	 acting	 as	 a	 “bridge”	 or	 crossing	 and	 convergence	 point	 of	 the	
interculturalism	in	the	city.	
	 Overall,	 the	thesis	provides	a	rich	and	nuanced	canvas	of	assorted	Indian	students’	
profiles	 on	 a	 same	 territory:	 Padova	 city.	 This	 research	 takes	 us	 far	 away	 from	 the	 pro-
nationalist	political	claim	of	‘Italy	to	Italians’	and	from	the	‘ordinance	policies’,	emphasizing	







L’Italia	 viene	 spesso	 considerata	 come	un	paese	 che	 ospita	 o	 riceve	migranti	 poco	
qualificati	 (per	 lo	più	 illegali),	 così	nel	 corso	degli	 anni	mi	 sono	 trovata	 a	 spiegare	 in	più	
occasioni	che	anche	migranti	altamente	qualificati	sono	attratti	dall’Italia,	e	che	addirittura	




non	 ha	 ricevuto	molta	 attenzione	 in	 ambito	 accademico	 [Piguet	 et	 al.,	 2017].	 Tuttavia,	 la	
migrazione	per	motivi	di	studio	si	può	far	risalire		al	periodo	coloniale	tra	il	XVII	e	il	XIX	secolo	
[Leucci	 et	 al.,	 2018].	A	questo	proposito,	 la	presente	 tesi	 ha	 evidenziato	 come	 il	 flusso	di	
studenti	 indiani	 verso	 l’Italia	 sia	 largamente	 incoraggiato	 da	 politiche	 internazionali	 che	
rimangono	per	lo	più	sconosciute.	Tra	queste	politiche	figurano	vari	accordi	bilaterali	firmati	
dal	 Governo	 italiano	 per	 attirare	 studenti	 indiani	 di	 livello	 universitario	 che	 vogliano	
“investire	il	proprio	talento”	nelle	Università	italiane.	La	tesi	riesce	a	coniugare,	attraverso	un	
‘case	 study’	 sulla	 città	 di	 Padova	 –	 città	 di	 ‘media’	 dimensione	 che	 sta	 guadagnando	
importanza	nel	panorama	internazionale	grazie	alla	sua	Università,	fondata	800	anni	fa	-	due	









ma	 inesplorato	 dalla	 letteratura	 accademica	 in	 Italia:	 la	 migrazione	 degli	 studenti	
internazionali.	 Allo	 stesso	 tempo,	 un	 focus	 sugli	 studenti	 universitari	 indiani,	 considerati	
come	 studenti-migranti	dotati	di	 conoscenze	e	 capacità	 intellettuali,	 aiuterà	a	delineare	 il	




di	 specializzazione	 come,	 ad	 esempio,	 gli	 indiani	 Sikh	 impiegati	 in	 agricoltura.	 In	 linea	
generale,	la	migrazione	di	lavoratori	altamente	qualificati	e	con	alti	livelli	di	istruzione	non	è	
stata	 studiata	 in	modo	 approfondito	 né	 in	 Italia,	 né	 in	 altri	 paesi	 europei	 [Piguet,	 2016;	




La	 tesi	 colma	 inoltre	un’importante	 lacuna,	 valutando	gli	 impatti	 negativi	 del	 processo	di	
studentificazione	 di	 una	 città	 come	Padova	 che	 ricerca	 il	 proprio	 riconoscimento	 a	 livello	
internazionale,	 aldilà	 del	 suo	 patrimonio	 storico	 noto	 globalmente	 per	 la	 basilica	 di	
Sant’Antonio.	In	questo	contesto,	ci	tengo	a	sottolineare	come	il	ruolo	illustre	dell’Università	
e	 il	 suo	 spazio	 fisico	 fungano	 da	 “ponte”,	 o	 da	 crocevia	 e	 punto	 di	 convergenza	
dell’interculturalità	della	città.	



























































































































Planning	 and	 Urban	 Policies	 -namely:	 politics,	 sociology,	 urbanistic.	 Considering	 this,	 my	
approach	and	theoretical	framework	have	inevitably	dived	their	roots	in	a	political-sociological	
frame	of	analysis	which	might	seem	‘borderline’,	but	which	apprehend	the	city	as	a	space	of	social	


















Finally,	 I	hope	 this	work	will	be	understood	by	 future	readers	such	as	 the	participants	 to	my	
research	who	helped	me	(re)constructing	a	scarcly	explored	story	of	migration	by	giving	their	




	 The	 sprawl	 of	 cities	 and	 migration	 flows	 describe	 two	 of	 the	 most	 dynamic,	
interdependent	contemporary	world	processes,	even	if	each	of	them	contains	particularities.	
In	my	 research-experience,	 I	 have	witnessed	 that	 while	 considerable	migration	 research	
exists	on	low-skilled	and	semi-skilled	migrants	in	Italy	(Ambrosini,	2011a;	Bertolani	et	al.,	
2014;	Caponio	et	al.	 ,	2011.;	Denti	et	al.,	2005;	Ostanel,	2014),	 	 scarce	attention	has	been	
devolved	 to	 the	 highly	 skilled	 category	 of	migrants.	Whereas,	 the	 highly	 skilled	 category	
deserves	a	specific	attention,	country	by	country.	According	to	the	World	Migration	Report	
(WMR,	2020,	 p.70)	 the	 two	Asian	 “population	 giants”,	 India	 and	China,	 have	 the	 absolute	
largest	numbers	of	migrants	living	abroad.		As	I	could	benefit	of	previous	knowledge	about	




















whether	 it	be	 in	 the	dairy	 industry	or	 in	nursing/elderly	 care.”	 (Ibid.,p.25,	my	underlining).	
Meanwhile,	asylum	seekers	are	barely	countable.	Another	small	number	is	represented	by	
the	Indian	students	category	with	a	steadly	lower	number	which	started	increasing	in	2012.	







and	 this	 phenomenon	 will	 carry	 on	 in	 the	 forthcoming	 years.	 Indeed,	 India	 is	 a	 rapidly	
changing	country	in	which	inclusive,	high-quality	education	is	of	utmost	importance	for	its	
future	prosperity	at	least,	for	a	priviledged	part	of	the	population.	The	country	is	currently	in	
a	youth	bulge	phase,	with	half	of	 its	 total	population	between	25	and	28	years	old	 (WES,	
2018)	so,	it	is	likely	that	the	Indian	population	who	is	well	known	for	being	highly	mobile	and	

















supporting	welfare	 systems,	 and	 finding	 skilled	 labor	migrants	 of	 different	 levels	 (EMN2	
Report,	2018,	p.1).	One	strategy	to	address	the	shortcomings	of	the	European	labor	market	
is	to	attract	and	promote	the	permanence	of	“third-country	citizens3”	who	had	chosen	an	EU	
member	 state	 for	 higher	 education	 (EMN,	 2018,	 p.1)4.	 Mukherjee	 and	 Chanda	 (2012)	
revealed	that	it	is	through	the	EU	economic	and	political	policies	that	India	has	established	







are	 third	 country	 citizens	 i.e.	 	 from	 non-EU	 countries.	 The	 definition	 refers	 to	 article	 3,	
paragraph	 3,	 of	 the	 students	 and	 researchers	 directive	 (EU)	 2016/801:	 "a	third-country	
national	citizen	who	has	been	accepted	by	a	higher	education	institution	and	is	admitted	to	the	
territory	of	a	Member	State	to	pursue	a	full-time	course	of	study	leading	to	the	qualification	of	
























husband,	 wife,	 father	 or	 mother,	 or	 responsible	 for	 family	 members	 back	 home,	 [needing]	
further	 empirical	 investigation	 and	 theorization.”	 (R.	 King	 &	 Raghuram,	 2013,	 p.	 13,	 my	
underlining).		
	 As	I	can	see	it,	the	‘hybrid’	nature	of	students	in	Raghuram	and	King’s	argumentation	
is	 convincing.	 As	 Raghuram	 alone	 (2013)	 further	 underlines	 :	 “students	 have	 multiple	




points	 than	 differences5.	 First,	 Baas	 has	 clearly	 evidenced	 that	 international	 students	 are	
migrants:	“Although	these	people	are	 students	 in	name,	 in	practice	 such	behaveour	actually	






to	 assess	 the	 possibility	 of	 investments	 following	 a	 knowledge-driven	 economic	
development.	 Indeed,	 the	 national	 political	 background	 of	 countries	 involved	 in	 the	











On	the	one	hand,	 in	 the	 light	of	 the	national	security	concerns,	governments	are	urged	to	
reduce	immigration	due	to	the	heightened	public	pressures,	which	should	entail	a	downsize	
of	inward	flows	of	student	migration.	On	the	other	hand,	for	countries	like	the	UK,	Australia	
and	 the	USA,	 these	 restricted	 visa-policies	 appeared	 as	 paradoxical	 since	 the	presence	 of	
international	students	was	a	“mode	for	enhancing	incomes”	with	higher	fees	for	international	
students	 (Madge	 et	 .	 al.,	 2015).	 As	 a	 result	 of	 these	 changes,	 international	 students	 have	
started	being	perceived	as	vital	to	higher	education	landscape	to	sustain	everyday	academic	
life	as	well	as	everyday	economic	life	in	many	receiving	countries.	All	in	all,	if	we	read	the	





In	 order	 to	 achieve	 the	 ‘attraction’	 of	 Indian	 students	 that	 allows	 Italy	 to	 join	 the	 ‘global	
























and	 focuses	on	 two	main	aspects	:	 the	people	and	 the	city.	First,	 the	people,	 the	 invisible	
inhabitants	of	 the	city	(the	Indian	students-migrants)	as	the	co-protagonists	of	 innovative	
social	and	urban	practices,	in	a	cross	matching	between	a	top-down	/	bottom-up	approach.		




categories	 of	 migrants	 in	 urban	 studies	 overcoming	 the	 current	 rethorics	 of	
‘migration=refugees=illegals’.	Second,	the	city	of	Padova	as	example	of	a	medium	city	able	







“city"	 and	 “university”.	 This	 theoretical	 contribution	 (particularly	 through	 the	
establishment	 of	 	 the	 model	 “sense	 of	 community”	 and	 the	 eco-systemic	 study)	 has	
operational	aims	for	the	planning	of	medium-sized	cities,	on	the	regional	scale	of	Veneto,	but	
























University	 in	 the	city,	modelling	direct	and	 indirect	 impacts	on	 the	city	and	on	 the	wider	
society.	An	 exploration	of	 these	 impacts	 and	processes	has	 exhibited	 the	 extent	 to	which	
Universities	 aren’t	 just	 institutions	 located	 in	 the	 city	 and	 are	 ‘part	 of	 the	 city’	 actively	
supplying	 to	 its	 development.Finally,	 to	 understand	 the	 changing	 processes	 of	 the	 city	 in	
terms	of	spatial	transformations,	I	have	discussed	to	what	extent	the	‘invisible	migration’	of	
Indian	students	fosters	the	design	of	spaces	of	flows	and	spaces	of	global	cultures	in	Padova	?		
	 Subsequently,	 the	 answers	 to	 these	 questions,	 led	 me	 to	 discuss	 the	 sociological	
effects	of	a	continuous	 flow	of	 foreign	students	within	a	 local	 territory	outlining	Padova’s	
aspiration	 of	 internationalisation	 in	 the	 conclusions	 of	 the	 thesis.	 Moreover,	 empirical	
findings	 have	 provided	 a	 broader	 picture	 of	 Padova’s	 citizen’s	 perception	 (ideas	 and	





	 Thus,	 in	 the	 true	 spirit	 of	 the	 Grounded	 Theory	 Methodology,	 the	 main	 research	
question	emerged	at	the	end	of	my	Ph.D	journey,	in	these	terms	:	
To	what	extent	the	Indian	students’migration	contributes	to	narrate	a	different	story	of	
migration	 in	 Italy	while	 updating	 the	 School	 of	 Chicago’s	 approach	 to	 the	 study	 of	 a	
specific	migrant-community?	




of	urban	communities	 in	 the	 contemporary	 framework	of	 Italian	cities	experiencing	deep	
changes	 of	 its	 populations,	 from	 earlier	 studies	 of	 the	 Chicagoans	 (Park,	 Burgess	 and	
Thomas)	 to	more	 recent	one,	 like	 those	of	 Italian	 scholars	 in	urban	planning	 (Cancellieri,	
2020;	Cancellieri	et	al.,	2020;	Cancellieri	&	Ostanel,	2014,	2015b;	Cancellieri	&	Peterle,	2019;	
Lironi,	2016;	Mantovan	&	Ostanel,	2015;	Marconi	et	al.,	2014;	Ostanel,		2013).		
All	 in	 all,	 as	 Chicagoans	 had	 earlier	 assessed,	 the	 urban	 world	 has	 perpetually	 been	
recommended	as	the	best	place	for	imaginating	visionary	images	of	contemporaries	societies	
and	 communities-	 empowered	 as	 a	 “locus	 of	 tolerance	 and	 freedom,	 conviviality	 and	
democracy”	(Marconi,	2016).	It	has	been	argued	by	literature	and	international	organizations	
that	 the	urban	areas	are	more	 likely	 to	provide	higher	employment	chances	 for	migrants,	
irrespective	of	their	skills’	level,	and	better	education	opportunities.		
Yet,	contextually,	the	considerable	rise	of	urban	population	is	transposed	into	powerful	flows	
affecting	 the	 local	 level	 'ecosystem'	of	 human	 communities	 and	 the	 city,	 both	 in	 terms	of		
physical	and	social	structure.	Having	stated	this,	the	hypotheses	are	three:	
	 (1)	An	integrated	study	of	the	Chicago	School	tradition	together	with	recent	migration	



























fieldwork	 immersion	 in	Delhi,	 using	 a	 regressive-progressive	approach8	 (Lefebvre	 in	Hess,	
1991)	to	capture	the	turning	point	of	India-Italy	diplomatic	relationship	regarding	abroad	
policies	and	migration	regulation,	briefly	redrawing	the	key	actors	and	the	annexed	policies	



















as	 I	will	 further	 explain	 in	 detail	 at	 the	 end	 of	 Chapter	 2,	 the	 process	 of	 immersion	 and	





	 A	common	thread	has	characterized	my	approach	 throughout	 this	 thesis:	migrants	
are,	 to	use	the	expression	of	Michel	de	Certeau,	"co-producers"	of	 the	space	 in	which	they	
evolve	Ibid.,	1984);	in	this	case,	transnational	spaces	as	urban	spaces.	
o Abroad	studies,	local	studies	






















































respect	 in	 order	 to	 get	 official	 access	 to	 healthcare,	 to	 acquire	 the	 right	 of	 vote	 at	 local	
elections	(with	the	permanent	residency	permit),	to	open	a	bank	account,	to	find	a	house,	etc.	






original	 reinterpretation	 of	 the	 Grounded	 Theory	 Methodology	 (GTM13).	 Tapping	 into	




started	 so	 far.	 Besides,	 depending	 on	 my	 research	 question,	 my	 time	 constraints	 and	
resources,	 I	 have	 chosen	 the	 ‘abbreviated’	 version	 of	 the	 grounded	 theory	 (Fairhurst	 &	













my	 findings	 in	 the	 discussion.	 Thus,	 the	 thesis	 includes	 insights	 from	 L.Ghirotto	 and	 V.	
Anzoise’s	visual	variation	(in	Frisina,	2016a)	where	"visual	data	are	capable	of	humanizing	
research”,	 a	 richer	 tool	 compared	 to	 "textual	 data	 only,	 as	 they	 can	 intercept	 phenomena	
cannot	be	declared	or	shared	otherwise."	(ibid.	Appendices,	p.	19	in	Frisina,	2016a)	14.	Hence,	





an	 ‘involved	 observer’	 among	 Indian	 students.	 As	 I	 argue	 in	 the	 discussion,	 it	 has	 been	
sometimes	difficult	to	find	a	correct	balance	between	personal	talks	and	research	moments	
with	the	Indian	students.	Ethically	speaking,	my	goals	have	included	approaching	fieldwork	

















(district)	 and	 provokes	 us	 with	 this	 challenging	 question:	 “How	 can	 the	 anthropologist	 be	 accepted	 in	 districts,	 when	 those	 are	 very	





	 The	 flow	 of	 Indians	 to	 Europe	 does	 exist	 for	 various	 reasons	which	 are	 generally	
divided	into	three	main	categories:	economy,	demography,	regulation	and	education	public	

















countries	 aim	 to	 gain	 on	 the	 long	 term,	 through	 bi-lateral	 agreements	 allowing	 human	
mobility	 for	 studies.	 On	 that	 regard,	 Chapter	 3	 gives	 insights	 to	 understand	 why	 Indian	













have	 the	 ’right	 to	 visibility’,	 indeed	 it	 is	 exactly	 the	 opposite:	 Indian	 students	 as	
knowledgeable	 migrants	 are	 selected	 by	 the	 government	 and	 have	 the	 right	 to	 move,	
however,	as	Chapter	6	will	assess,	they	prefer	remaining	invisible	to	the	eyes	of	the	‘local’	



















the	 foundation	 of	 a	 new,	 alternative	 planning	 paradigm	 for	 the	 multicultural	 cities	 of	 the	
future”	(Sandercock,	1998).	This	alternative	planning	paradigm	towards	cosmopolism	may	
be	realized	mingling	the	city	urban	policies	with	the	university	international	commitments-	
a	UniverCity-	 in	which	 ‘&SoC’	 appears	 as	 a	 new	 approach	 to	 assess	 a	 possible	model:	 an	
ecosystem	for	the	internationalization	in	medium	cities.		






account	the	students'	experiences	at	 the	 local	 level	and	above	all	 the	reflections	on	urban	
planning,	already	based	on	a	solid	sociological	foundation	(i.e.	the	Chicago	School	"revisited").	
These	 reflections	 gain	 new	 perspectives	 through	 the	 concepts	 of	 "cosmopolitan"	 and	
intercultural	 middle-sized	 city	 (i.e.	 ‘the	 city	 as	 a	 ‘mosaic	 of	 small	 worlds’)	 relying	 on	 its	
university.	 Besides,	 from	 an	 epistemological	 point	 of	 view,	 the	 discussion	 contributes	 to	
updating	the	theories	of	the	Chicago	School	to	the	realities	of	the	21st	century	European	cities.	
Indeed,	methodologically	speaking,	the	thesis	participates	in	the	development	of	the	topic	of	
"urban	 co-	 production",	 mostly	 investigated	 through	 a	 social	 recearch	 approach	 :	 that	 of	
partcipatory	 action	 research.	 Besides,	 the	 thesis	 approches	 the	 phenomenon	 under	 hand	
with	 different	 adapted	 and	 interlocking	methods	 at	 different	 scales	 (global	 and	 local)	 to	
provide	a	broader	understanding	of	 the	hetereogeniety	and	complexity	of	 the	migration’s	
category	analysed.	
	 Moreover,	 urbanists,	 architects,	 urban	 sociologists	 and	 anthropologists,	 and	
geographers,	have	been	extremely	overwhelmed	by	the	essential	features	of	cities,	and	by	







	 Thus,	 besides	 the	 epistemological	 scope	 of	 theory’s	 production	 to	 update	 the	
Chicagoans’	vision	of	migrants	communities	in	cities,	the	thesis	also	expands	the	preexisting	














2013),	 Breman	 (2015)	 and	 Baas	 (2006,	 2017,	 2019)	 to	 assess	 the	 transnational	 behavior	 of	
Indian	students-migrants.	
	 Chapter	2	presents	my	conceptual	framework	in	which	I	have	introduced	my	syncretic	
position	merging	Chicagoans	 insights:	 the	 ‘city	 as	 a	mosaic	 of	 small	worlds’	with	 the	 Sense	of	







research	on	 the	 topic	of	of	 Indians’migration	 in	 Italy	and	 international	 students’	migration	 to	




	 Chapter	3	places	 the	migration	of	 Indians	 to	 Italy	answering	 to	 the	questions:	WHEN	
Indians’diaspora	to	Italy	has	started	and	HOW	it	has	evolved	over	time?		
The	 discussion	 presents	 the	 state	 of	 art	 of	 research	 on	 the	 topic	 of	 International	 students’	
migration	from	India	to	Italy.	The	chapter	gives	contextual	elements	and	data	to	apprehend	the	
migration	of	non-Eu	citizens	to	Italy,	focusing	on	Indian	migrants.	Next,	the	chapter	demonstrates	
the	 unicity	 of	 the	 Indian	 students’	migration	 case	 among	 the	 flows	 of	 international	 students	






	 Finally,	 the	third	part	 is	the	core	of	the	thesis:	 the	configurations	of	Indian	students	 in	
Padova	based	on	original	 field	data.	The	migration	phenomenon	 is	 apprehended	 through	 the	
&SoC	model	using	the	variables	of	the	city,	the	university	and	the	people	to	answer	the	following	




	 In	 Chapter	 4,	 I	 focused	 on	 the	 city	 of	 Padova	 in	 terms	 of	 spaces	 organization	 by	
neighborhoods	 and	 in	 terms	 of	 the	 political	 impacts	 of	 the	 Townhall	 on	 the	 city’s	 spatial	
organization.	Within	 this	 context,	 I	 have	 started	 to	 analyze	 the	 ‘human	behavior	 in	 the	 urban	
environment’	(Park,	1925)	investigating	the	Indian	Community	in	the	medium	North-Italian	City	




University’s	 students	 have	 a	 role	 in	 ‘place-making’	 and	 thus	 can	 have	 effects	 on	 the	 local	
community	 which	 could	 help	 understanding,	 how	 territories	 react	 to	 these	 undisclosed	
migratory	flows.	This	chapter	eventually	discusses	how	the	university	of	Padova	is	assigned	a	
central	 role	 in	 the	 internationalization	 of	 the	 city	 through	 the	 example	 of	 Indian	 students-
migrants	experience	of	the	‘space	of	knowledge’.	
	 Chapter	6	carries	on	showing	the	daily	adventures	of	Indian	students-migrants	in	Padova	



























acts	 as	 a	 'bridge'	 between	my	 previous	 studies	 in	 Political	 Sciences	 and	 the	 doctorate	 in	
Urban	Planning	and	Public	policies,	 therefore	 I	was	 inspired	by	 its	 roots	and	 the	Chicago	
school	 is	 a	 pillar	 in	 the	 discipline.	 First,	 attracted	 by	 Park’s	 work-	 and	 the	 subsequent	
theoretical	 aspects	 related	 to	 the	 city	 and	 human	 ecology	 and,	 then	 by	 Thomas	 and	
Znaniecki’s	approach,	for	their	methodological	insights.	In	fact,	the	Chicago’s	School	enjoyed	






























methodology	 and	 retraces	 my	 personal	 journey	 in	 collecting	 and	 coding	 data,	 while	


















extented	 and	 replicable	 to	 the	 analysis	 of	 my	 case	 study:	 the	 Indian	 students-migrants		



























phenomenon	 based	 on	 human	 interaction”	 (Park,	 1925,	 p.118)	 in	 his	 book	 “The	 city:	
suggestions	for	investigation	of	human	behavior	in	the	urban	environment”.	The	study	of	the	
city	as	a	social	unit,	through	the	existence	of	natural	city	boundaries,	was	the	design	offered	
by	 Park	 and	 the	 scholars	 of	 the	 Chicago’s	 School	 (Park,	 1925,	 p.167).	 Park,	 Burgess	 and	
McKenzie	have	elaborated	a	city	model	made	up	concentric	circles	where	industrial	areas	in	
the	second	circle,	starting	from	the	center,	are	the	“area	of	Transition”.	An	area	of	transition	




What	 follows	 is	 that	 the	 city	 is	 “a	 mosaic	 of	 little	 worlds”	 that	 increases	 social	 distance	
between	people	in	the	words	of	Park	(1925).	
“The	processes	of	segregation	establish	moral	distances	which	make	the	city	a	mosaic	of	little	
worlds	which	 touch	but	do	not	 interpenetrate.	This	makes	 it	possible	 for	 individuals	 to	pass	












Wirth	 (1938),	 which	 continues	 to	 inspire	 many	 contemporary	 scholars	 from	 urban	
geography	and	sociology	(Jayaram,	2017;	Lin	&	Mele,	2012;	C.	Wu,	2016).		
Wirth	 contributed	 to	 inform	 urban	 sociologist’s	 understanding	 of	 Park’s	 city	 where	 the	
mosaic	 is	 an	outcome	of	urban	density	and	 specialisation.	 In	other	words,	 the	author	has	
updated	Park’s	quote	in	this	way:		“a	mosaic	of	social	words	in	which	the	transition	from	one	
to	 the	 other	 is	 abrupt”	 (Lin	&	Mele,	 2012;	Wirth,	 1938b,	my	underlinings).	 Indeed,	Wirth	
(1938)	defines	the	city	along	three	independent	variables:	the	dimension,	the	density	and	the	
heterogeneity.	Quoting	Wirth,	the	accumulation	of	strangers	in	the	city	makes	it	a	“relatively	




	 In	 1992,	 the	work	 of	 the	 Swedish	 anthropologist	 Ulf	 Hannerz	was	 translated	 into	
Italian	"Explore	the	city.	Anthropology	of	urban	life	(Il	Mulino,	Bologna,	1992),	and	published	






Similarly,	 Simmel's	 works	 on	 the	 relationship	 between	 modernity	 and	 the	 city	 by	




























the	 cultural	 body,	 so	 to	 speak,	 must	 seek	 to	 solve	 the	 equation	 which	 structures	 like	 the	
metropolis	 set	 up	 between	 the	 individual	 and	 the	 super-individual	 contents	 of	 life.	 Such	 an	
inquiry	 must	 answer	 the	 question	 of	 how	 the	 personality	 accommodates	 itself	 in	 the	
adjustments	to	external	forces”		(Simmel	&	Wolff,	1950,	p.409,	my	underlinings).	




’way	 of	 life’:	 labor	 division	 and	 spatial	 segregation	 ensure	 the	 circumstances	 for	 a	

























the	 concept	 of	 ‘community’(See	 Chapter	 2).	 In	 connection	 with	 local	 community	 studies	
which	 have	 been	 in	 progress	 for	 years	 building	 on	 the	 illuminating	 researches	 of	 the	
university	 of	 Chicago,	 the	majority	 of	 arguments	 are	 in	 favour	 of	 Park’s	 initial	 definition,	
which	 included:	a	 “population	 territorially	organized	 (1),	 “more	or	 less	 rooted	 in	 the	 soil	 it	
occupies”	(2)	establishing	“relationship	of	mutual	interdependence”	in	the	living	unit	(3)(Park	
et	al.,	1925).	Parks	draws	attention	to	the	fact	that	individual	organism	maintained	some	“sort	
of	 collective	 existence.”	 (Park,	 1952,	 p.258).	 In	 contemporary	 /modern	 sociology,	 a	 “local	
community”	 is	nowadays	defined	 to	portray	 that	kind	of	collectivity:	 “whose	members	are	
sharing	a	territorial	area	as	a	base	of	operations	for	their	daily	activities”	(Parsons,	1951	in	
Bagnasco	 et	 al.,	 2010,	 p.	 582).	 As	 I	 can	 see	 it,	 the	 fact	 that	 contemporary	 definitions	 in	
sociology	use	a	definition	of	 community	 including	a	 shared	area,	 common	 ties,	 and	social	
interaction,	 may	 suggest	 that	 Park’s	 early	 definition	 continues	 to	 exerce	 influence	 on	
subsequent	community	analysis.	Besides,	it	is	commonly	agreed	that	the	term	‘community’	is	





























“Cities	 provide	 the	 critical	 mass	 necessary	 for	 a	 viable	 subculture	 and	 the	 clashes	 that	
accentuate	that	culture.”	(Fischer,	1975,	p.	1328).		












as	 well	 as	 join	 one	 another	 with	 equal	 rights”(Simmel	 &	 Wolff,	 1950,	 p.423).	 These	













living	organisms”	 (Park	 et	 al.	1925,	 p.260).	Extending	 the	analogy	between	 the	 city	 and	a	
living	organism,	he	developed	an	ecological	approach	to	human	communities,	observing	the	
city	from	the	point	of	view	of	the	“urban	ecology”.		As	it	happens,	rather	than	redrawing	the	







1.1.2	 The	 ecological	 approach	 to	 human	 community	 and	 the	 Indian	
students’community23	under	the	Chicago	School’s	lens.	
	 The	 adaptation	of	 human	 societies	 to	 the	 environment	has	been	developed	by	 the	
Chicago	School	which	was	interested	in	the	social	articulation	of	urban	space.	The	Chicago’s	
scholars	 studied	 everything	 that	 regarded	 urban	 space	 transformations	 over	 time,	
interpreting	 the	 city	 through	 ideas	 and	 principles	 changed	 by	 evolutionary	 biology.	 Such	
biology	observed	the	existence	of	a	strong	connection	between	the	physical	environment	and	
the	individuals	who	are	localized	in	a	specific	environment.	(Lutters	&	Ackerman,	1996).	In	






ecological	 theory,	 the	 control	 for	 the	 use	 of	 space	 is	 drifted	 by	 powerful	 forces	 such	 as	
competion,	conflict,	invasion	and	assimilation.	(Park,	1952;	Park	et	al.,	1925).	Tomasi	(1995)	




be	 fulfilled	 in	 the	 urban	 economy	 as	 a	whole."	 (Park	 in	 Acocella,	 2010,	 underlined	 by	 the	









24		The notion of an ecological niche comes from the study of ecosystem and biology. Its definition is similar to the one of “natural area.” Wirth 





in	a	given	 territory	where	 the	 latter	 tends	 to	divide	cities	 into	relatively	 isolated	areas.	A	
‘mosaic	of	worlds’,	as	we	mentioned:	areas	that	must	be	subjected	to	rigorous	urban	planning	
capable	of	incorporating	the	typical	growth	trends	of	a	city.		
	 Specifically,	 the	 “natural	 areas”	 are	 those	 circular	 and	 sectoral	 areas	 in	 which	
individual	 types	 tend	 to	 concentrate	 for	 one	 character	 or	 the	 other	 are	 considered	
homogeneous	(Park,	1952).		Zorbaugh	codified	the	‘natural	areas’	as	‘the	unplanned,	natural	
products	 of	 a	 city's	 growth’	 ,	 ‘distinct	 cultural	 areas’,	 ‘each	with	 its	 complex	 of	 institutions,	
customs,	beliefs,	mores,	traditions,	attitudes,	sentiments,	and	interests’(Zorbaugh	in	Lin	&	Mele,	
2005,	 p.82-88).	 Park	 has	 re-elaborated	 the	 urban	 sociologist	 Zorbaugh’s	 concept	 (1926):	
“Every	 natural	 area	 has	 or	 tends	 to	 have,	 ‘its’	 own	 peculiar	 tradition,	 customs,	 convention,	






1945).	Parks	himself	was	aware	of	 the	 flexible	nature	of	 its	 “natural	 areas”:	 “Incidentally,	
sociologists	have	discovered	that	every	natural	area	is,	or	tends	to	become,	in	the	natural	course	
of	 events,	 a	 cultural	 area”	 (Park,	 1926,	 p.201,	my	 underlinings).	 Next,	 he	 underlined	 that	
‘natural’	 areas	 becoming	 ‘cultural	 areas’	 are	 often	 less	 defined,	 they	 are	 not	 properly	
delimitated	in	cities	where	we	can	find	‘cosmopolitan	regions’	(Park,	1926,	p.201).	For	all	that,	
in	 subsequent	 academic	 studies	 where	 the	 ecological	 theory	 is	 evoked,	 the	 concept	 of	
"natural	 area"	 appears	 through	 operational	 concepts	 (See	 Anderson	 &	 Elmqvist,	 2012;	
Tomasi,	1995).		
	 Basically,	natural	areas	are	territories	in	which	the	opportunities	provided	by	the	city	
were	 fitting	 with	 the	 needs	 of	 different	 groups.	 Under	 a	 contemporary	 lens,	 these	
opportunities	might	be	interpreted	as	economic	ventures	in	human	communities’orientation	
to	settle	within	a	space.	This	definition	is	of	greater	interest	as	it	has	a	potential	application	







city	 map.	 Nowadays,	 the	 city	 presents	 itself	 in	 different	 socio-spatial-temporal	 contexts	
which	have	drawn	its	multifaceted	nature	(Dematteis	&	Lanza,	2014).	
o Social	areas	
	 Consequently,	 next	 to	 the	 idea	 of	 "natural	 areas"	 the	 concept	 of	 "social	 areas"	
appeared	 (Dematteis	 &	 Lanza,	 2014;	 Herbert	 &	 Johnston,	 1978).	 "Social	 areas"	 are	
understood	as	socially	homogeneous	areas,	capable	of	revealing,	with	their	different	spatial	
articulation	and	their	transformation,	the	structure	of	the	interactions	and	typical	processes	
of	 the	 city.	 Sandercock	 (1998)	 takes	 the	 path	 of	 the	 “social	 production	 of	 social	 space”	




tumble	 and	 fall.”	 (ibid.,	p231).	 	 Like	 her,	 nowadays,	 contemporary	urbanists	 have	 left	 the	
distintion	 between	 cultural	 and	 biotic	 forces	 made	 by	 Park	 (1952):	 while	 the	 biotic	 (or	
symbiotic)	society	was	based	on	competition25,	the	cultural	society	relied	on	communication	
and	consensus26.	Park	argued	 that	 these	 two	are	dependent	on	one	another	 in	a	 complex	
relationship27.		























of	 representing	 and	deciphering	 certain	 latent	 structures,	 certain	 significant	 correlations,	
capable	of	suggesting	new	hypotheses.	An	argument	in	favor	of	the	Chicago’s	tradition.	Even	






ecology	 (although	 an	 important	 theoretical	 elaboration	 had	 been	 developed	 in	 terms	 of	
quantity),	 and	 the	 excessive	micro-sociological	 approach	 addressing	 research	 focused	 on	
sectoral	aspects	of	the	city	rather	than	an	entire	body,	enhancing	human	ecology’s	ambiguous	
influence	on	urban	ethnography	(Bagnasco	in	Hannerz,	1994).	These	critics	have	shaken	the	






(Ibid.,	 p.76,	 p.79)	 that	 perceived	 the	 city	 as	 an	 independent	 variable	 of	 sociology	 while	
Burgess’concentric	model	was	opening	on	dependent	variables.	What	Castells	advocated	was	
to	 overcome	 the	 lacunae	 left	 behind	 by	 the	 Chicagoans	 (among	 others)	 in	 a	 carefull	
integration	of	sociology	which	 is	able	 to	capture	 the	“natural”	and	the	“constructed”	 in	an	
“inseparable	analysis”	(Ibid.,	p.79),	 following	the	steps	of	authors	 like	Lefebvre.	 In	the	mid	
1980s,	urban	sociology	was	divided	into	two	main	paradigm	Marxism	and	Ecology	(Castells,	




p.305)	 and	 as	 a	 consequence “No	 single	 formulation	 of	 the	 urban	 question	 has	 yet	 won	







												According	 to	Walton	 (1993)	Sharon	Zukin	 is	one	of	 the	 first	exponents	of	 this	new	





discipline	 highlighting	 once	 again	 the	 different	 position	 of	 Chicagoans	 within	 the	 same	
school,	 before	diving	 into	 an	 analysis	 that	 compared	 the	works	of	Castells	 and	Harvey	 to	
appraise	the	'political	economy	paradigm'	already	noticed	before.	All	in	all,	she	stated	that:	
"By	tying	together	urbanization,	the	quest	for	profit	and	domination,	and	the	state's	attempts	
to	 moderate	 domestic	 conflict	 between	 social	 classes,	 the	 new	 urban	 sociology	 achieves	 a	
coherence	the	field	lacked"	(Zukin	1980,	p.579).	
	 To	 conclude,	 as	Walton	 (1993)	 commented	 later	 suggesting	 the	 need	 to	 find	 new	









scholars	works,	which	 is	 the	main	 point	 of	 ongoing	 critics	 on	 the	 ecological	 urban-social	
model.	 Critics	 over	 the	 ‘spatial	 determinism28’’	 remains	 widely	 accepted	 as	 they	 do	 not	







vision	of	 the	 city	 (Cognetti	 et	 al.,	 2019;	Dematteis	&	Lanza,	 2014;	Van	Til,	 2019).	Van	Til	
(2019)	calls	the	approach	of	the	urban	ecologists	as	“one	of	economic	determinism	of	space,	
[…]	 closer	 to	 the	 Darwinian	 acceptance	 than	 the	 Marxian	 call	 for	 change.”	 (ibid.	 2019).	
Concurently,	Tomasi		(1995)	argued	that	despite	the	later	critics	attributed	to	their	tendency	
of	 'spatial	determinism’,	Chicago's	sociologists	actually	never	introduced	the	territory	as	a	








	 At	 the	 end	 of	 the	 day,	 the	 organic	 vision	 of	 the	 city	 seems	 pretty	 much	 updated,	
especially	 considering	 the	 later	 contributions	of	Wirth	and	Fischer	about	 community	and	
diversity.	This	means	that	in	more	contemporary	studies,	the	essential	character	of	diversity	






Such	 considerations	 suggesting	 that	 the	 city	 needs	 to	 be	 described	 and	 designed	 by	 its	
systemic	 functions,	 adding	 a	political	 tie	 to	 the	Chicago’s	 spatial	 vision,	 and	 stressing	 the	
variable	 of	 human	 interactions	 are	 convincing.	 Thus,	 the	 city	must	 organize	 its	 functions	
internally	and	externally	 in	a	 continuous	process	of	 interaction	and	cooperation	between	






















inhibition	 of	 competition”(Park,	 1925,	 p262).	 Under	 Park’s	 argumentation,	 assimilation	
asserts	the	idea	of	a	unilateral	path,	from	an	old	life-environment	to	a	new	one.	But	that	was	
in	the	United	States’	1930s.	Where	is	the	interaction	with	the	others,	if	the	goal	is	to	replicate	
and	strictly	stick	 to	what	people	 -USA,	 in	 that	case-	are	dictating	you	 to	be?	Where	 is	 the	
integration	if	it	happens	without	interaction?		
Up	until	a	certain	point,	I	agree	with	the	argumentation	presented	in	Park,	his	narration	on	
community	and	explanation	on	 the	 relationships	between	migrants,	 residents	and	shared	
living	 spaces.	 However,	 personally,	 I	 do	 believe	 that	 assimilation	 is	 nothing	 alse	 but	 an	
extreme	form	of	acculturation	and	as	such,	a	process	which	spoils	integration.	Hence	beyond	


















methods	 one	 brings	 to	 bare	 must	 meet	 the	 particulars	 of	 that	 episode	 so	 as	 to	 reveal	 the	
essentials	of	that	episode	[…]”	(Thomas	et	al.,	199630,	my	underlinings).	
	 In	my	case,	I	left	behind	the	idea	of	studying	the	whole	Indian	community	in	Italy,	and	
rather	 selected	 a	 specific	 group	 of	 people	 (Indian	 students)	 and	 a	 single	 urban	 context	
(Padova).		Episodes	of	interaction	on	a	bigger	scale	seemed	too	superficial	to	me;	they	are	
just	 ‘bites’	 shrinking	 research	 to	 ‘essential’	 contents	 (as	 Thomas	 declared	 above),	 while	
details	in	human	interaction	matter	as	much	as	generalities,	maybe	more	for	me.	Still,	it	is	not	
clear	 to	 me	 where	 is	 the	 interactive	 part	 when	 you	 spend	 more	 time	 reading	 the	
correspondence	of	Polish	peasants	to	understand	how	individuals	react	to	circumstances	and	
influence	 the	development	of	 their	situation,	 	 than	talking	with	 them	directly	and	sharing	
their	daily	life31.		

















Secondly,	 the	 interactionist	 viewpoint	 adopted	 in	 the	 ‘70s-‘80s	 by	 Peter	 Woods	
concentrated	on	how	people	construct	meanings	in	the	ebb	and	flow	of	everyday	life	–	what	
they	think	and	do,	how	they	react	to	one	another.	He	deals	with	symbolic	interaction	related	











to	 the	data	we	need,	 through	 the	 infomants,	 this	 approach	 also	 intimately	deals	with	 the	




Somalia’s	 diaspora,	 therefore	 her	 study	 deserved	 attention	 to	 me	 as	 identities	 within	


























another	 look	 at	 Thomas	 and	 Znaniecki’s	work,	which	 has	 been	 cited	 as	 “a	 pioneer	 of	 the	
transnational	migration	 theory”	 in	 the	 ‘Polish	 peasant’	 (Sinatti,	 2008),	 I	move	 to	 another	
approach	which	deserves	a	closer	look	in	the	next	section:	transnationalism.	As	we	are	going	




















geographers,	 economists,	 anthropologists	 and	 sociologists	 (de	 Haas,	 2010;	White,	 2016).	
International	migration	studies	thus	advocate	a	“pluralist”	“multidisciplinary”	approach	(de	












outlined	 in	 the	 1920s:	 “Human	 are	 capable	 of	movements”	 (Park	 et	 al.,	 1925,	 p.174-175)	
where	 he	 emphasised	 the	 role	 of	mobility	 in	 human’s	 life	 as	 a	 ‘unique	 experience’	 which	





individual	 migration	 decision-making	 (micro-level)	 under	 an	 economic	 perspective.	
Fortunately,	theories	emerged	in	many	social	sciences	disciplines	to	go	beyond	the	linear	link	
of	migration	to	work	opportunities	(de	Haas,	2010,	p.12,	23),	and	to	understand	why	people	
are	moving,	 suggesting	 an	 analytical	 framework	 located	 in	 an	 intermediate	meso-level	 to	














organisations	 garnering	 international	 students	 flow);	 and	 on	 the	 micro	 level	 (of	
internationally	mobile	students	as	individuals).	Yet,	three	years	research	alone	cannot	afford	
dealing	with	 these	 three	 levels.	 Leaving	 behind	 the	macro	 theories	 offering	 fostering	 the	
push-pull	model,	and	also	providing	an	explanation	for	forced	displacement	that	has	nothing	
in	common	with	my	case-study	(Heine,	2002;	Massey	et	al.,	1993),	I	argue	in	favor	of	a	meso-
level	 theory	 with	 a	 glance	 at	 micro-level	 personal	 stories.	 To	 approach	 international	
migration,	 inspired	 by	 Faist’s	 ’macro-meso-micro’	 model	 which	 underlines	 the	 idea	 that	
networks	are		the	“crucial	meso	level37”(Ambrosini,	2006,	2011).	Besides,	to	cope	with	our	
Ph.D.	track	in	regional	public	policies,	the	meso-level	could	be	interesting.	It	shows	how	a	
range	 of	 transnational	 policies	 and	 	 strategies	 fostered	 by	 institutions	 –	 Universities,	
Embassy	Uni-Italia	Offices,	Foreign	affairs	ministry,	Townhalls-	have	invested	in	attracting	
internationally	mobile	students	to	mobilise	them	locally,	to	facilitate	exchange	of	knowledges	
and	practices	 giving	 them	a	possibility	 to	 enter	 in	 the	destination-country	 labour	market	
(Baas,	 2019;	 Crescenzi	 et	 al.,	 2016;	 Matznetter,	 2010;	 MIUR	 et	 al.,	 2017;	Wolfeil,	 2010).	
Hence,	 I	have	briefly	 summarized	some	of	 the	 theories	 that	 I	will	 aptly	empirically	 in	 the	
following	parts,	especially	in	Chapters	IV,	VI	and	VII.		
o Meso	theories	and	systems	
	 Meso-level	 theories	 locate	 migration	 flows	 within	 a	 complex	 system	 of	 linkages	
between	 states.	 As	 the	 modern	 world	 is	 embeeded	 in	 a	 process	 of	 increasing	 structural	
interdependence	 of	 countries	 and	 societies,	 social	 scientists	 	 as	 Haas	 (2010)	 proposed	 a	
revisited	version	of		Wallerstein’s	world	system	theory	(ibid.	1974)	and	Zelinsky’s	mobility	

















World	 system	 theory	 hypothesized:	 “The	 penetration	 of	 capitalist	 economic	 relation	 into	
peripheral	non-capitalist	societies,	creates	a	mobile	population	that	is	prone	to	migrate	abroad”	





	 The	network	 theory	of	Massey	defines	networks	as	 “a	set	of	 interpersonal	 ties	 that	








embeddedness	 in	 a	 community	 (Ambrosini,	 2006;	 Verstappen,	 2016).	 From	 a	 theoretical	
perspective,	networks	and	community	can	influence	migration	in	several	ways.	The	system	
theories	have	incorporated	in	their	analysis	the	networks	between	the	different	types	of	links	


























individual	 decisions	 to	migrate,	 and	 thus,	 can	 help	 to	 demonstrate	 how	macro	 and	meso	
factors	are	translated	into	individual	decisions	to	move.	(Heine,	2002).	Micro	theories	focus	
on	analysing	how	potential	migrants	weigh	up	the	various	costs	and	benefits	of	migrating.	


















such	 as	 large	 scale	 demographic	 forces	 and	 economic	 settings,	 interstate	 relationships,	
policies”		(Barbas	et	al.,	2018,	p.16).	All	in	all,	the	micro	theories,	should	not	be	neglected	in	
migration	studies	as	they	provide	“a	form	of	check	or	control	 for	macro	and	meso	theories,	
describing	 how	 individuals	 actually	 make	 decisions	 on	 the	 basis	 of	 objective	 or	 relational	
factors”	(Heine,	2002,	p.4).			
o Assessment	
	 Ultimately,	none	of	the	above	theories	 is	sufficient	 in	 its	 ‘exclusive’	 level-version	to	
describe	the	international	students’	migration.	First	of	all,	the	major	problem	is	that	these	
theories	 are	much	 related	 to	 economy	 and	 a	 discussion	 on	wages	 or	 employment,	while	
Indian	students	-for	the	majority-	do	not	come	to	Italy	with	work	intentions	but	to	acquire	
knowledge	in	foreign	universities.	Secondly,	further	specific	theoretical	perspectives	have	to	
be	 investigated	 to	 formulate	 a	 suitable	model	 for	 Indian	 students’	 migration	 which	may	
consider	 an	 integration	 of	 macro,	 meso	 and	 micro-perspectives.	 This	 overview	 of	
international	migration	theory	has	vividly	demonstrated	how	migration	scholars	are	heeding	
the	vigorous	 call	 of	 an	 integration	of	macro-meso-micro	 theories	 in	 light	of	 the	empirical	
evidence	yields	the	Massey’s	1999	account	of	how	international	migration	was	initiated	and	
sustained	in	the	modern	world	(Massey,	1999;	Smith	&	King,	2012).		Still,	the	need	to	unpack	
the	 flows	 of	migrants	 	 into	 categories	 of	 international	migrants	was	 not	 considered	until	
recently:	 scholars	 started	 to	 pay	 attention	 to	 international	 students’migration	 about	 ten	
years	 ago:	 “Only	 in	 recent	 years,	 data	 on	 international	 students	 	 have	 been	 added	 to	












1.2.2	Exploring	 the	definition	of	 international	 students’migration/mobility	
and	related	theories.		
	 The	 awareness	 of	 a	 need	 to	 distinguish	 the	 students’migration	 as	 a	 component	 of	















of	 ‘economic’	 migrants	 and	 refugees,	 especially	 in	 Italy	 such	 consideration	 is	 perfectly	
tangible.	The	wealth	of	historical	and	statistical	knowledge	existing	thanks	to	international	
organisations	as	OECD,	UNESCO,UN-IOM	and	EU	is	remarkable	and	despite	their	attention	
devolved	 to	 the	 actual	 constitutive	 role	 of	 international	 students	 in	 nationalist	 projects	






















of	 a	 higher	 education	 qualification	 recognized	 by	 that	 Member	 State,	 including	 diplomas,	
certificates	 or	 doctoral	 degrees	 in	 a	 higher	 education	 institution,	 which	 may	 include	 a	




student’	 becomes	 an	 “International	 student”,	 the	 program	 attended	 	 is	 controlled	 “under	
national	 law”	 and	 adds	 that	 doctoral	 candidates	 may	 be	 considered	 as	 a	 side-category:	
“Member	States	will	be	invited	to	indicate	at	the	beginning	of	their	national	contribution	and	in	
the	 statistics	 provided	 whether	 or	 not	 doctoral	 candidates	 are	 included	 when	 referring	 to	
"students"48.		

















is	 a	 document	 where	 students'	 migration	 is	 barely	 mentioned,	 besides	 inserted	 in	 a	







student’s	 visa)	 to	 pursue	 a	 tertiary	 degree	 (or	 higher)	 in	 the	 destination	 country.	 These	
individuals	are	also	called	‘degree-mobile	students’,	to	emphasize	the	fact	that	they	would	be	
granted	 a	 foreign	 degree,	 and	 to	 distinguish	 them	 from	 ‘credit-mobile	 students’	 on	 short	
exchange	or	study-abroad	trips.”	(United	Nation-IOM,	2017,	underined	by	the	author).	






















































p.323)	.The	author	observed	the	individual	choice	variable’s	relevance	:	“Beyond the experiences of these students, much is unknown 











	 Eventually,	 like	migration	 studies,	most	 of	 the	 studies	 conducted	 on	 international	
students	 are	 quantitative	 rather	 than	 qualitative.	 On	 the	 one	 hand,	 this	 might	 be	 an	

































2015)	 highlight	 that	 the	 key	 to	 read	 international	 students’	 spatial	movements	 could	 be	
captured	 by	 the	brain	 circulation	 theory.	 This	 theory	 responds	 to	 a	 new	way	 of	 thinking	
especially	 at	 times	 when	 brain	 drain/gain	 theories	 are	 paramount.	 Besides,	 the	 brain	
circulation	theory	is	nothing	but	another	face	of	the	cumulative	causation	theory	of	Massey	
(1993):	 international	students	who	have	experienced	an	abroad	stay	for	studies	are	more	






























	 Indian	 students,	 as	 Baas’	 study	 (2013)	 has	 underlined,	 is	 a	 particular	 flow	 of	
migration.	 In	 fact,	 he	 argues	 against	 the	use	 of	 the	push-pull	model.	Additionally,	 he	was	
insisting	on	the	fact	that	Indian	students	are	migrants	just	as	any	other	kind	of	moving	person	
desiring	to	go	abroad	for	greater	opportunities.	Baas	worked	on	Indian	students’	migration	














drain	 one.	 Besides,	 the	 return-migration	 flow	 is	 increased	 by	 the	 flow	 of	 international	
















I.2.3	 Assessing	 the	 transnational	 approach	 to	 understand	 Indian	
Students’migration	to	Italy.		
	 As	 reminded	 by	 the	 Italian	 sociologist,	 M.	 Ambrosini,	 the	 transnational	 theory	 is	





the	 nineties,	 when	 Glick	 Schiller,	 Basch	 and	 Szanton-Blanc’s	 book	 was	 first	 published	 in	
199262.	The	authors	tried	to	define	‘transnationalism’	and	sought	to	locate	it	historically	and	
theoretically,	 using	 a	 comparative	 study	 (Schiller,	 1998).	 Concurrently,	 with	 the	
encompassing	global	capitalist	system,	‘capitalist-dependent	countries’	exhibit	new	forms	of	
migration,	 therefore	 “[…]	 transnational	 migration	 […]	 is	 becoming	 increasingly	 a	 global	
phenomenon	as	populations	in	capital-dependent	countries	are	everywhere	forced	to	migrate	




















translated	 into	 a	 participative	 life	 in	 both	 communities,	 sometimes	 in	worries,	 regarding	
‘those	left	behind’	and	the	‘new	ones’,	with	whom	they	should	be	capable	of	forging	long-term	
social	ties.	The	transmigrant	maintain	networks,	cultures,	bounds	and	habits	that	on	the	one	




emotional	or	 instrumental	 relationships	across	 them	(Ambrosini,	2006,	2011,	pp.	47–48).	
	 Poles	 are	 connected	 by	 networks	 which	 become	 institutionalized	 and	 are	
fundamental	to	allow	exchanges	in	transnational	social	fields	(Ambrosini,	2006;	Faist,	2008).	
Gargano	 (2009)	 reminds	 the	definition	of	 the	 transnational	 social	 field	 as	 “an	unbounded	
terrain	 of	 interlocking	 egocentric	 networks	 that	 extends	 across	 the	 borders	 of	 two	 or	more	
nation-states	 and	 that	 incorporates	 its	 participants	 in	 the	 day-to-	 day	 activities	 of	 social	
reproduction	in	these	various	locations”	(Fouron	&	Schiller,	2001a,	p.	544	in	Gargano,	2009).	
Lacroix	 as	 well	 (2018)	 recommends	 the	 use	 of	 the	 concept	 ‘transnational	 social	 field’	
(‘champs	sociaux	transnationaux’)	as	it	was	fitting	better	with	his	demonstration	of	the	space	
production	 by	 migrants,	 where	 these	 fields	 are	 animated	 by	 punctual	 practices	 and	














Ekamper,	 2016)	 ?	 These	 are	 some	 open	 questions	 which	 would	 deserve	 further	
investigations	 in	 the	 last	 two	 paragraphs,	 as	 they	 contribute	 to	 refine	 the	 theory	
characterizing	Indian	students’	migration.		
o Transnationalism	performs	a	social	function	for	individuals.	
	 First,	 as	 literature	 has	 evidenced,	 Indians	 constitute	 a	 community	 ,	 in	 a	 sense	 it	
appears	as	a	‘transnational	homogenous	group’	(Gautam,	2013,	p.9)	however	we	should	keep	
in	mind	that	India	is	a	hierarchized	country	where	castes,	gender	and	classes	(A.Roy	in	Prem	








migration’	 of	 Indian	 students.	 Transnational	 life	 is	 popularly	 characterized	 by	 subject	






to	 understand	 current	migrations	 today.	 (Baas,	 2013a;	 Fitzgerald,	 2006;	 Gargano,	 2009).	
Baas	(2013a,	p.6-7)	attempted	to	produce	some	‘clarity’	in	the	maze	of	different	conceptual	
ideas	 and	 elaborations	 which	 have	 reframed	 transnationalism	 with	 a	 whole	 range	 of	
specifications	 from	 transnational	 social	 spaces,	 -fields,	 -formations,	 etc.	 first,	 Baas	 brings	
back	Faist’s	definition	(1999)	before	moving	to	the	concept	of	“in-betweenness”.	












states	 to	 face	 the	 ‘race	 for	 brains’	 and	 to	 address	 ‘the	 attractiveness’	 of	 universities	 is	
confirmed	by	Han&	Hugo’s	paper	(2017),	by	Brooks	et	al.	(2012)	and	by	Staniscia	(2011).	






	 In	 a	 very	 similar	 manner	 to	 the	 one	 experienced	 by	 Baas,	 especially	 on	 the	























	 Refering	 to	 De	 Certeau65,	 transnational	 students	 are	 not	 only	 social	 actors	 or	
consumers	of	space,	but	they	are	also	producers,	they	participate	thus	co-create	the	space	in	
which	they	live	and	therefore	deserve	to	be	recognized	as	 ‘co-producers’	of	the	space	(De	
































serves	us	as	a	 frame	to	apprehend	the	 topic	of	 Indian	students’	migration	 in	Padova	with	
empirical	data	 in	the	following	two	parts,	starting	from	Chapter	3	onwards.	This	does	not	



















force	 capable	 of	 shaping	 and	 freeing	 human	 nature	 in	 new	 forms,	 an	 approach	 that	was	
sometimes	 criticized	 (Alihan,	 1975;	 Hannerz,	 1983;	 Walton,	 1993;	 Zukin,	 1980)	 and	








As	 underlined	 by	 Hannerz	 (1983),	 the	 essay	 "Urbanism	 as	 a	 Way	 of	 Life"	 (1938)	 was	 a	





based	 on	 Chicagoans'	 heritage	 of	 Simmel's	 thought.	 Simmel	 (2009)	 had	 noted	 that	 the	








concept	 vanished	 behind	 the	 one	 of	 ‘area’	 tout	 court.	 Likewise,	 Tomasi	 commented	 that	
Chicago’s	 scholars’s	work	 commonly	apprehended	 the	 territory	 in	 close	 relation	with	 the	
economic,	town	planning	and	ethnic	factors	of	the	areas	(Tomasi,	1995).	
	 All	 in	 all,	 although	 I	 have	 evidenced	 some	 discrepancies	 among	 Park,	 Burgess,	Mc	
Kenzie	and	Wirth,	building	upon	Simmel's	seminal	work,	all	these	Chicagoans	have	found	that	
some	 of	 the	 significant	 interactions	 in	 cities	 occur	 between	 strangers,	 introducing	 the	
“cosmopolitanism”	 for	 the	 individual	as	a	response	 to	overcome	the	urbanist	plans	of	 that	
time	 which	 tended	 to	 segregation	 (socially	 and	 spatially).	 Wirth	 and	 Simmel’s	 work	 are	
significant	since	they	have	shed	light	on	the	importance	of	defining	the	city	following	criteria	
that	are	applicable	in	concrete	rather	than	hypothesized/theoretical	spaces.	Indeed,	the	first	
section	raised	a	number	of	questions	 (p.8)	 that	will	 find	answers	 through	 the	example	of	
Indian	students	in	Padova	in	Part	3,	after	Chapter	2	would	have	completed	Wirth’s	definition	












to	defining	 the	city	as	Wirth	used	to	do	 following	 the	variables	of	dimension,	density	and	
heterogeneity	 depicting	 the	 city	 as	 “a	mosaic	 of	 social	 words”	 :	 "a	 definition	 accepted	 in	
principle"	(Bagnasco,	 1999).	 The	 author	 argued	 that	 the	 city	 spatially	 demonstrates	 the	
infinite	possible	ways	of	society	(Bagnasco,	1999),	perhaps	a	glimpse	to	the	city	as	‘a	universe	
of	 discourses’	 (Park	 et	 al.	 1925,	 p.260)	 ?	 Eventually,	 around	 the	 same	 time,	 Tomasi’s	
conclusions	have	stated	 that	 it	 is	 in	 the	 territorial	 "permanent	 interpretative	contribution"	
that	 the	 validity	 of	 the	 approach	 carried	 out	 in	 Chicago	 resides.	 (Tomasi,	 1995	 p.	 4).	
Moreover,	the	author	argues	that,	despite	the	later	critics	attributed	to	Chicagoans’	tendency	
of	 'spatial	 determinism’,	 they	 actually	 never	 introduced	 the	 territory	 as	 a	 fundamental	
explanatory	principle.		
	 In	any	case,	as	far	as	I	am	concerned,	the	exploration	of	literature	has	clearly	enhanced	
that	 the	 Chicagoans’	 organic	 view	 of	 the	 city	 has	 prevailed	 in	 urban	 sociology	 as	 a	
fundamental	part	of	eighteenth-	and	nineteenth-	century	city	planning	(Fraser,	2009,	p.	385).	


















have	 retrieved	 the	 symbolic	 interactionist’s	 perspective	 of	 Nauja	 Kliest	 (2004).	 It	 was	
convincing	 as	 I	 also	 aim	 to	 specifically	 delved	 into	 Indian	 individual	 and	 community	
experiences	 in	 Italy,	having	a	 look	at	 the	urban	transformations	and	at	 the	perceptions	of	
Padova’s	 institutional	 actors,	 medias	 and	 population.	 Yet,	 following	 Woods,	 Thapan	 and	
Kliest	in	their	search	of	information	interacting	with	people,	I	have	conveyed	that	they	are	
other	perspectives	of	integration	of	foreigners	in	the	city	which	go	in	another	direction.	
	 In	 fact,	 in	 more	 recent	 years,	 the	 dominant	 research	 program	 in	 the	 sociology	 of	
migration	breaks	down	“assimilation”	 from	“integration”	 (Bagnasco	et	al.,	2010).	Scholars	















diverse	 societies.	 Both	 give	 advices	 to	 prepare	 the	 “Planners	 of	 the	 twenty-first	 century”	
(Sandercock,	1998,	p.222),	stretching	their	work,	three	major	approaches	can	be	deployed	
by	 planners	 for	 multiethnic	 cities:	 assimilation,	 multiculturalism	 and	 interculturalism	
(Binnie,	2006;	Sandercock,	1998b,	2004;	Wood	&	Landry,	2008).	This	is	my	connecting	point	
between	 the	 two	 tracks	 :	 the	cosmopolitan	city.	Before	exploring	 this	 concept	 in	 the	next	
chapter,	I	resume	the	second	theoretical	track.	
	
	 While	 section	 1	 was	 oriented	 towards	 the	 urban	 sociological	 analysis	 of	 the	 city,	
section	2	moved	to	the	second	theoretical	pillar	of	the	thesis:	migration	studies.		





The	 migrant	 appears	 capable	 of	 choices	 and	 strategies,	 inserted	 in	 networks	 and	 social	
contexts	that	structure	his	vision	of	reality,	the	constraints	and	opportunities	offered	in	his	
mobile	pathway,	are	influencing	its	decisions	and	the	ability	to	implement	them.	(Ambrosini,	
2006).	 The	 students’migration	 is	 considered	 as	 a	 ‘spin-off’	 of	 the	 highly-skiled	migrants’	
migration,	 therefore	 itterature	often	overlaps	 the	 two	categories,	and	goes	straight	 to	 the	
point	prompting	to	use	“brain	theories”.	For	instance,	Gautam	(2013)	and	Jayaram	(2014)	
studied	 the	 ‘brain	drain’	70	while	Trouillet	 (2015)	went	a	step	 further	and	 introduced	 the	























[…]”	 (Tumbe,	 2018,	 p.208;	 Valentin,	 2019).	 However,	 for	 the	 sake	 of	 sobriety,	 I	 will	 not	




	 Indian	 students’migration	 is	 unique	 in	 the	 sense	 that	 it	 questions	 a	 variety	 of	
aspects	such	as	the	heritage	of	a	long	migration	history	?,	the	political	regulation	of	sending	
and	receiving	countries	for	university	studies,	the	strategies	employed	by	governments	to	
employ	 Indians	 once	 their	 studies	 are	 over	 and	 the	 changing	 geopolitic	 balance	which	 is	
coming	out	as	a	consequence	of	 this	migration	 flow.	 (Wihtol	de	Wenden	&	Benoît-Guyod,	
2018).	 Applying	 the	 transnationalism	 theory	 for	 Indian	 students’migrants	 thus	 means	
analysing	their	being	in-between	‘here’	and	‘there’.	This	in-betweeness	status	is	very	much	
caracteristic	of	Indians	who	are	recognised	as	a	diasporic	community	(Baas,	2013b;	Cohen,	
















	 In	 closing,	 for	 the	 scope	 of	 my	 research,	 due	 to	 the	 divergent	 opinions	 on	 the	
contemporean	 morphology,	 metaphors	 and	 contents	 of	 the	 twenty-first	 century’s	 city,	
literature	contributions	display	a	need	to	update	Fischer’s	city-definition	as	well	 (Fischer,	
1975).	 Leaving	 behind	 assimilation	 for	 obvious	 reasons	 argued	 before,	 I	 will	 discuss	
multiculturalism	and	interculturalism	in	the	following	chapter	(Chapter	2).		
	 Incidentally,	in	the	following	chapter,	I	will	shift	from	the	theoretical	frame	to	move	
to	 the	 conceptual	 frame	 I	 have	 designed,	 critically	 redrawing	 some	 corner	 stones	 of	 the	
Chicago’s	school	fellows.	My	attention	is	focused	on	the	multiple	nature	of	relational	ties	of	
Indian	students	in	Padova,	varying	from	time	to	time	in	intensity,	towards	the	places	they	left	
behind	 (India).	 Concurently,	 I	 will	 also	 address	 the	 spatialities	 of	 migration	 to	 take	 into	
account	the	spatialities	of	knowledge	as	suggested	by	Raghuram	(2013)	and	Varna	(2019).	
In	 a	 similar	 manner	 as	 Cancellieri	 (2017)	 has	 presented	 a	 ‘pragmatic	 approach’	 for	 the	
management	 of	 multicultural	 societies74,	 I	 felt	 it	 was	 necessary	 to	 design	 an	 ‘integrated	
approach’	for	the	specific	case	under	hand.	These	theoretical	insights	will	give	me	the	chance	
to	 extrapolate	 and	 remodel	 Varna’s	 triangular	 relation-	 city,	 people,	 power-	 under	 a	
sociological	 perspective	 in	 Chapter	 2.	 Indeed,	 Chapter	 2	 will	 shed	 light	 on	 a	 spatialized	










































	 The	 chapter	 is	 divided	 into	 three	 sections77:	 the	 first	 one	 on	 the	 city’s	 spaces	
production	begins	with	the	heritage	of	the	Chicagoans	idea	of	the	city	as	a	social	laboratory	
and	moves	 toward	 the	 cosmopolitan	 city	 and	 its	 intercultural	 spaces.	 The	 second	one	on	
Indian	 students	 practice	 of	 spaces	 reminds	 the	 diaspora’s	 heritage	 of	 Indians	 that	 has	
contributed	to	disperse	Indian	migrants	around	the	world,	a	relevant	presence	for	the	novice	
Indian	 students	 landing	 up	 in	 the	 unknown	 new	 city.	 The	 third	 section	 presents	 my	






























	 Guido	 Martinotti	 (1938-2012)	 is	 one	 of	 the	 Italian	 scholars	 that	 has	 discussed	




which	 remains	 despite	 all	 possible	 criticisms	 the	 originator	 of	 the	most	 substantial	 body	 of	
empirical	knowledge	on	human	settlements	[…]"	(Ibid.,	my	underlinings).			













"Since	 then,	despite	numerous	attempts,	no	one	has	managed	 to	 find	a	better	definition	 [...].	
Today,	fifty	years	later,	we	must	note	that	none	of	the	three	parameters	is	used	to	define	the	
urban	anymore."(Ibid.	2017,	p.94,	my	translation).	
If	 it	 is	 accurate	 that	 Martinotti's	 study	 aimed	 to	 overcome	 the	 theoretical	 vision	 of	 the	
Chicagoans,	it	is	also	clear	that	the	urban	sociologist	regularly	quoted	the	contributions	of	





	 Furthermore	 and	 conversely	 to	 the	 Chicagoans,	 the	 Italian	 sociologist	 is	 strongly	
against	the	idea	of	defining	the	city	and	rather	suggests	focusing	on	“fixing	shared	criteria78”	
(Martinotti	&	Vicari	Haddock,	2017,	p.24-26).	Martinotti	was	interested	in	the	description	
and	 explanation	 "	of	 the	 profound	 transformation	 of	 the	 city,	 and	 the	 changes	 in	 urban	
experience	 and	 practices,	 connected	 with	 the	 shape	 of	 contemporary	 urbanization"	(Ibid.,	
2007).		
Lastly,	 the	 shape	 of	 urbanity	 is	 a	 fascinating	 topic	 that	 entails	 the	 way	 in	 which	 people	













transform	itself	and	to	reveal	 itself	 intolerant	to	attempts	to	define	 it	precisely.	 It,	 therefore,	
becomes	 essential	 for	 institutions	 and	 citizens	 to	 question	 their	 multiple	 identities	 and	
functions.”	 (Borelli,	 2012,	my	 translation	and	underlinings).	Moreover,	Martinotti	 in	1994	




















current	 XXIst	 century	 scholars	 have	 grasped	 the	 occasion	 to	 introduce	 further	 theoretical	
works	on	the	topic	of	the	transforming	city	and	the	need	to	readjust	the	previous	balance	
between	 populations	 and	 territories	 (Balducci	&	 Fedeli,	 2007;	 G.	 Nuvolati,	 2002),	 I	 place	
myself	among	those	scholars.		
	 Finally,	 Martinotti	 observed	 that	 “globalization,	 transnationalization	 and	
internationalization	are	the	terms	used	in	the	literature,	but	further	clarification	will	be	needed	
because	 they	 are	not	 totally	 synonimous”	(Martinotti,	 1994).	The	next	paragraph	 faces	 the	
evolution	 of	 the	 heterogeneity	 of	 the	 ‘late	 metropolis’	 (Martinotti,	 2017,	 p.94)	 and	 the	





has	 led	 them	 to	 explore	 the	multifaceted	 literature	written	 by	migrants	 themselves,	 also		
debating	 on	 the	 question	 of	 the	 city	 and	 how	migrants'	 spaces	 embody	produce	 changes	

















	 The	 term	 cosmopolitan	 originated	 in	 the	 mid	 19th	 century	 was	 derived	 from	 the	
noun	cosmopolite,	meaning	 ‘citizen	of	 the	world’	 from	the	Greek	 ‘kosmopolı̄t́ēs’.	 In	Greek.,	
κόσμος	(kosmos)	means	‘world’	and	πόλις	(polis)	means	at	once	‘city’,	 ‘city-state’	and	also	
the	 typical	 political	model	 at	 the	 time	of	 the	 ancient	Greece,	 and	 thus	 ‘people’,	 ‘citizenry’	
(Wood	 &	 Landry,	 2008).	 Widely	 used	 as	 a	 philosophical	 concept,	 the	 use	 of	 the	 term	
‘cosmopolitan’	 in	 the	 19th	 century	 coincided	with	 the	 fast	 expansion	 of	 cities	worldwide	








Woodward,	 2013,	 p.119).	 Therefore,	 Skrbis	 and	 Woodward	 (2013)	 emphasized	 the	
importance	of	networks,	 scale	and	 local	 involvement	nestling	cosmopolitan	spaces	across	















cities	as	 cosmopolitan,	multifaceted	places.	 Sandercock	 (1998)	 identifies	a	paradigm	shift	
‘from	metropolis	to	cosmopolis.’	(Ibid.,1998,	p.204-206)	along	with	the	scale	shift-	from	local	
to	global.	She	refuses	the	classic,	old-fashioned	“modernist	planning	wisdom”	(Ibid,	p.22)	and	
advocates	 the	 need	 to	 move	 beyond	 the	 ‘old’	 planning	 vision	 towards	 planning	




have	 enhanced	 the	 centrality	 of	 humans’	 capabilities	 in	 all	 these	 years	 (Nussbaum	 &	
Mafezzoni,	2011;	Sen,	2008).	Eventually,	such	principles	hold	the	city	together	on	matters	of	
“common	destiny,	a	recognition	of	intertwined	fates”	(Sandercock		p125),	thereby	it	regards	
any	 civil	 society	 in	which	multiplicities	 are	 coexisting.	Hence,	 this	 book	delivers	 a	 strong	
message	for	planners	of	the	21st	century:	to	understand	how	to	plan	“the	differences”	of	the	





the	 21st	 century	 planners	 strengthening	 her	 argumentation	 with	 Cosmopolis	 II:	 Mongrel	
cities	(Sandercock	&	Lyssiotis,	2003).	Mongrel	Cities	are	‘cities	of	difference82’	(Sandercock	in	
Binnie,	2006,	p.38)	and	to	her,	the	‘audacious’	task	of	new	planning	imagination	is	to	‘break	
















recent	articles	of	Leonie	Sandercock	on	her	dreamed	cosmopolis.	 In	her	 journey	 towards	
cosmopolis,	Sandercock	first	only	imagined	the	possibility	of	a	“togetherness	in	difference”	
(Ibid.p.199,	 from	 Senett	 1994),	 a	 social,	 dialogical	 and	 dialectical	 project	 always	 under	
process	“it	should	always	and	only	be	in	the	making	[…]	an	always	unfinished	and	contested	
construction	 site,	 one	 characterized	 above	 all	 by	 its	 space	 for	 difference”	 (Ibid.p.199,	 my	
underlinings).	 Eventually,	 she	 defies	 planners	 and	 urbanists	 to	 “subscribe	 to	 a	 wider	
democratic	 and	 consensual	 processes	 of	 conflict	 resolution	 through	 spaces	 which	 can	







under	a	political	 lens,	 in	2010,	Bekemans	discussed	 the	cosmopolitan	perspectives	of	our	
European	countries	(Ibid.2010).	The	author's	vision	 is	nuanced	with	critics	encompassing	
threats	 or	 'risk	 society'	 -like	 patriotism	 and	 nationalism	 ('unsuitable	 for	 unifying	 Europe'	
(p.63-4))-	 	 to	 the	democratic	structure	of	 the	European	countries.	 In	 the	meantime,	along	
with	a	rich	argumentation	in	favor	of	an	integrated	European	'open	space'	that	leaves	behind	
the	'centralized	utopia'	of	nation-states,	Bekemans	calls	to	rethink	Europe	as	a	permanently	
changing	 'multi-faced'	 space	 (Ibid.,	p.64).	Quoting	D.	Archibugi’s	 ‘cosmopolitan	democracy’	
(ibid,	2004,	 in	Bekemans,	2010,	p.50),	Bekemans	 followed	the	same	 line	of	 the	 ‘multi-level	
governance	 structure’	 focusing	 on	 the	 policy’s	 implications	 of	 globalization	 fostering	 a	
cosmopolitan	Europe.		




















on	 the	 local	 scale:	 “A	 cosmopolitan	 city	 based	 on	 the	 recognition	 of	 belonging,	 but	 which	
succeeds	 equalizing	 the	 differences	 through	 concrete	 actions”	 (Ostanel,	 2018,	 p.158,	 my	
translation).	Eventually,	as	Briata	underlined	in	2012,	by	gazing	on	the	European	level,	I	will	
draw	 attention	 on	 how	 much	 the	 peculiarities	 of	 the	Italian	 settlements	 -	 generally	
characterized	by	"the	absence	of	 ‘pathological’	 forms	of	concentration"	(Ibid,	p.67)-	may	be	
useful	 to	 consider	 them	 as	 "‘urban	 labs’	 to	 discover	 the	 ‘resources’	 of	 the	 ‘cities	 of	
difference’"(Briata,	2012,	p.68). 
	 To	 sum	up,	 in	 a	 similar	 vein	 as	Ostanel	who	 focuses	 on	 	 ‘neighborhoods’	 (Ostanel,	
2015,2017,2019)	and	as	Briata	 (2012,	2014)	who	described	how	migrants	 settle	and	use	
urban	space	stressing	the	role	of	neighborhoods	as	a	resource,	using	the	case	of	Padua	as	an	


































efficiency	 of	 early	mixing	 policies88	 as	 an	 instrument	 to	 point	 out	 the	 “weak	 ties	 and	 the	
























the	 social	 transformations	 occurring	 in	 stigmatized	 neighborhoods	 (Brooks	 et	 al.,	 2012;	
Martinelli,	2012;	Raghuram,	2013;	Varna,	2019;	Waters	&	Brooks,	2011a).		
The	 following	 chapters	 will	 discuss	 the	 negotiation	 and	 mediation	 between	 these	 two	
dimensions:	ethnicity	and	normalization	of	those	spaces	of	the	city	of	Padova	that	most	of	the	
time	continues	representing	“an	 issue”	 in	the	eyes	of	 the	Local	administration	rather	than	































of	 future	 cities	 and	 suggests	 shifting	 from	 multiculturalism	 to	 interculturalism.	 In	
Mazzocchin’s	work,	 ‘multicultural’	 is	 described	 as	 a	 term	 that	 can	 aptly	 depict	 the	multi-
ethnic,	 multi-linguistic	 and	 multi-religious	 reality	 of	 modern	 cities.	 However,	 while	 she	
describes	this	reality,	she	does	not	enhance	explanations	on	how	this	multiplicity	is	perceived	
or	experienced	by	 its	 inhabitants.	 In	her	argumentation,	multiculturalism	has	disregarded	





Ostanel,	 2018),	 interculturalism	 stands	 as	 the	 proper	 concept	 for	 European	 countries.	
Interculturalism	 “goes	 beyond	 equal	 opportunities	
and	 respect	 for	 existing	 cultural	 differences,	 to	 the	
pluralist	 transformation	 of	 public	 space,	 institutions	
and	 civic	 culture	 […]	 cities	 should	 promote	 cross-
fertilization	across	all	boundaries,	between	‘majority’	





On	 the	 whole,	 I	 agree	 with	 Wood:	 “To	 achieve	 the	 diversity	 advantage	 we	 have	 to	 be	
intercultural”(2010).	Therefore,	for	many	of	the	above-















direction	 to	move	 forward.	Multicultural	 describes	 the	 present,	 and	 intercultural	 describe	 a	
possible	and	envisioned	future,	the	direction	to	go	and	what	to	strive	for”(Mazzocchin,	2019,	
my	underlinings).	









Following	 Sandercock’s	 precious	 insights	 from	 literature,	 my	 research	 envisions	 to	
investigate	in	its	last	part,	how	the	emergence	of	spaces	characterized	by	multiethnicity	and	
diversity	can	foster	the	raise	of	an	intercultural	city.	Furthermore,	closing	the	circle,	with	a	
pun,	 Sandercock	 (1998,	 p.1)	 had	 	 started	 talking	 about	 ‘multipli/Cities’	 which	 are	 more	
complex,	multi-	faceted	and	multi-layered	a	reflection	that	merges	into	the	mongrel	cities	in	

























together	 the	 concepts	 of	 space	 and	 place,	 keeping	 them	 separated	 one	 to	 another	 but	
connected	 to	 the	migration	phenomena.	Thus,	 I	 shall	 start	definig	 space	and	place	before	
moving	on	to	more	subtile	typologies.	According	to	De	Certeau	(1984)	the	space	(espace)	has	
to	be	distinguished	from	the	place	(lieu).	Indeed,	De	Certau	(1984)	stressed	that	the	“space	is	




	 As	many	scholars,	Anthony	D.King	 (2004)	 -following	Harvey’s	 line	 (in	Bird,	1993)-	
called	for	a	“re-spatialization	of	the	modernity	in	terms	of	space	as	well	as	time”(Ibid.,	p.79)	as	
a	 readjustment	 to	 observe	 the	 ‘pre-modern”	 (Ibid.,	 p.78).	 One	 thing	 is	 certain,	we	 should	
reconduct	the	shift	of	attention	from	space	to	place	in	urban	(and	social)	studies,	to	the	era	
of	 globalization-in	 the	 90s-	 when	 Harvey	 (Ibid.,	 1989)	 was	 arguing	 in	 favor	 of	 the	
‘postmodernity’	 condition	 in	 which	 we	 are	 living,	 experiencing	 the	 process	 of	 spatial-
temporal	 “compression”	 intruding	 and	 shaping	 everyday	 life94	 dynamics	 (Bird,	 1993,	 p.3;	
Harvey,	1989,	p.240;	Urry,	2000,	p.124-5).	Time	and	temporalities	are	thus	to	be	considered	
on	the	same	level	as	the	space/place	we	are	analysing.	At	the	end	of	the	day	the	goal	is		to	














precisely	 questioned	 this	 need	 to	 carefully	 keep	 separate	 both	 notions	 (Bruslé	 &	 Varrel,	
2012).	 In	 the	 mid-nineties,	 the	 ‘Spatial	 turn’	 appeared	 as	 a	 revolutionary	 perspective	
influenced	 by	 the	 seminal	 works	 of	 Lefebvre95	 (1991)	 and	 Harvey	 (1989)	 that	 I	 have	
mentioned	earlier	and	in	Chapter	1.	Whereas	about	twenty	years	later,	scholars	have	starting	
bringing	back	the	concept	of	 ‘place’	at	the	center	of	the	debate	under	what	Geilis	calls	the	











transnational	 flows”	 (Ibid).	 This	 issue	 also	 outlines	migrants’	 contribution	 in	 “space-	 and	
place-making”	with	different	and	unexpected	outputs	(Ibid.,	2012;	for	further	discussion	see:	
Bertolani,	2018;	Cancellieri	&	Ostanel,	2015;	Eurocities,	2014;	Gallo,	2012).		
	 Therefore,	 in	 turn,	 this	 discussion	 has	 oriented	 me	 to	 focus	 on	 the	 role	 of	
transnationalism	 in	 the	medium	 city	 of	 Padova	 as	 ‘a	 privileged	 place’	 (Bruslé	 and	Varrel,	
2012)		connecting	spaces	and	processes	with	mobile	subjects	-Indian	students-	and	fostering	





















a	 need	 for	 a	 'critique	 of	 space'	 […]”	 (Lefebvre,	 199197,	 p.92).	 The	 ‘production	 of	 space’	
(1984/1991)	clearly	instilled	Castells	(1996),	who	assessed	that	in	any	case,	the	spaces	of	
flows—and	its	coextensive	networks—are	the	main	‘conduits’	for	power,	whether	expressed	





course	 defined	 by	 its	 origin,	 its	 endpoint,	 and	 its	 path.	 But,	 while	 it	 may	 thus	 be	 defined	
separately,	a	flow	is	only	effective	to	the	extent	that	it	enters	into	relationship	with	others;	the	






















in	 the	economic,	political	and	symbolic	 structures	of	 society.[…]”.	 (Castells,	1996,	p.442,	my	
underlinings).	
Concretely,	the	contents	of	the	concept	are	a	combination	of	three	layers	of	material	supports,	








outside	 the	 particular	 network.	 Thus,	 networks	 are	 to	 be	 viewed	 as	 “dynamic	 open	
structures”,	they	produce	communication	effects	with	new	nodes	to	innovate	(Castells,	1996,	
p.	470-471,	my	emphasis).	























back	the	 idea	of	scales	between	 local	and	global101.	Following	this	 line,	 it	could	 lead	us	 to	
investigate	the	concept	of	“Glocal”	(Brenner,	1998).	Indeed,	building	upon	the	‘glocal	culture	
discussion102’,	 Appadurai	 (1996)	 dealt	 with	 the	 "ethnoscapes103"	 as	 "landscapes	 of	 people"	
characterized	 by	 the	 restless	 and	 fragmented	 world	 we	 live	 in	 :	 tourists,	 immigrants,	
refugees,	exiles,	 foreign	workers,	and	other	men	and	groups	who	are	 ‘on	the	move’.	These	





















"a	 true	mixture	 of	 disparate	 components",	coming	 from	 everywhere	 and	 nowhere,	 sprung	
from	the	postmodern	"war	chariots	of	the	global	communication	system"	(Appadurai,	1996).	





	 It	 is	 therefore	 interesting,	 to	assess	 the	potentialities	of	 the	concepts	of	Appadurai	
(1996105)	 on	 ‘the	 translocality	 of	 places’	 as	 studied	 by	 Brickell	 &	 Datta	 (2011106)	 and	
subsequently	 applied	 by	 S.Vertstappen:	 a	 transnational	 perspective	 to	 study	 the	 ‘Vohra	
Gujarati	community	 in	 its	relation	with	the	neighborhood’	 in	her	thesis	(Verstappen,	2016)	




“[…]cities	 [are]	 sites	of	 translocality	par	excellence	 harbouring	places	of	origin,	 settlement,	
resettlement	 and	 transit.	 Situated	within	 the	 intersections	 between	place	 and	displacement,	
location	and	mobility,	settlement	and	return,	cities	are	critical	to	the	construction	of	migrant	




to	 it.	 (Cresswell,	 2004).	While	 space	 is	 often	 connected	with	 the	 idea	of	movement,	place	
implies	a	stability.	Cities	are	those	stable-fixed	places,	shifting	paradigm	due	to	the	increasing	
mobility.	 Cities	 are	 developing	 a	 network	 and	 connect	with	 each	 other	 on	 a	 larger	 scale,	
impacting	 on	 local	 permanent	 residents’	 stories,	 on	 identitying	 feelings	 and	 sense	 of	











that	 places	 are	 not	 threaten	 by	 mobility,	 on	 the	 contrary	 they	 are	 reinforced	 by	 such	
processes	in	the	sense	that	places	are	“[….]actively	constituted	by	mobility	–	particularly	the	
movement	of	people	but	also	commodities	and	ideas”	(Ibid,	1993	in	Cresswell,	2004,	p.8).		











of	 the	 city	 producing	 spaces	 and	 vice-versa	 has	 enlightened	 me	 while	 building	 this	 first	
section	as	an	incipit	for	further	discussion	in	the	following	empirical	parts.	Besides,	the	two	
French	authors	challenged	me	on	the	topic	of	spaces’	creation	and	the	nature	of	the	spaces	in	




stability	 (dative-places)	 (see	M.	de	Certeau,	2013,	p.118).	The	next	section	 therefore	pays	
attention	 to	 individuals’	 motion	 between	 countries,	 or	 what	 Zachary’s	 thesis	 calls	 “a	
fascinating	 gallery	 of	 successful	 characters	 who	 possess	 an	 intriguing	 mix	 of	 “roots”	 and	










	 This	 section	revisits	 literature	 to	 foreground	 the	discussion	about	 Indian	students’	
way	to	settle	down	in	Italy,	as	part	of	a	transnational	community.	As	previously	mentioned,	
the	study	of	Bruslé	and	Varrel	(2012)	stood	out	how	the	places	of	South	Asia	are	the	result	of	
ancient	 and	 recent	 global	 interconnections	 that	 see	 the	 displacement	 of	 populations	 and	
mobile	 capital,	 	 activating	 research	 on	 this	 topic	 in	migration	 studies.	 As	 a	 consequence,	





The	 discussion	 about	 Indian	 diaspora	 is	 animated	 by	 many	 trends	 labelling	 migrants	
networks	 and	 ethnic	 groups	 as	 ‘homogeneous	 entities’	 in	 studies	 that	 placed	 attention	 on		
these	 “migrant	 minorities	 as	 pockets	 of	 other	 places	 or	 people	elsewhere“,	 outside	 their		
‘homeland’	(Haig,	2010,	p.31).	In	my	case	study,	while	apprehending	everyday-life	practices	
of	Indian	students	in	Padova,	empirical	data	have	revealed	that	their	“Indianness	remains	an	






elsewhere’	 (Haig,	 2010,	 p.31)	 characteristics	 of	 “diasporas’social	 form”	 (Vertovec,	 2000,	
p.141108).	
o Indian	diaspora’s	roots.	



















identity.	 Concretely,	 diaspora	 takes	 place	 in	 a	 multipolar	 manner	 between	 these	 groups	
dispersed	 internationally	 and	 between	 them	 and	 the	 place	 of	 origin,	 thus	 I	 also	 observe	
complex	multipolar	relations.	The	term	diaspora	can	be	used	to	describe	any	group	of	people	
who	 are	 dispersed	 throughout	 the	 world,	 capable	 of	 creating	 networks	 and	 generating	































was	questioning	his	protagonist’s	 impulse	 to	move.	Similarly,	my	analysis	will	 lead	me	 in	
Chapter	5	to	question	the	reasons	(roots)	pushing	Indian	students	on	the	roads,	referring	on	
Cliffords’	 ‘routing’	 (1997)	 to	 expose	 the	wider	 set	 of	 experiences	 and	 emotional	 tensions	























I	argue	that	student-	migrants	are	differently	 territorialized	 rather	 than	 ‘de-territorialised’	
(Deleuze	and	Guattari,	1992	in	Urry,	2000;	Feuchtwang,	2002;	Günzel,	1998).	International	
students	 are	 mobile	 subjects	 who	 experience	 transnationalism,	 over	 deterritorialization,	
since	 they	 live	 in-between	 (Baas,	 2006)	 crossing	 diasporic	 community	 and	 spaces	 while	
keeping	their	own	specificities	that	would	be	developed	in	Part	3.		







	 For	 the	 scope	 of	 the	 on-going	 theme,	 I	 have	 simply	 referred	 to	 Levitt	 (2004)	
considerations	which	instead	of	giving	a	definition	of	transnational	migrants	or	migratory	





This	 is	 what	 many	 researchers	 refer	 to	 as	 transnational	 migration”	 (Levitt,	 2004,	 my	
underlinings).	
The	 ‘in-betweeness’,	 	 to	 which	 I	 will	 return	 many	 times,	 talking	 about	 transnationalism,	

















“We	 therefore	 intend	 to	 show	 that	 even	 if	 place	manifests	 long,	 epitomized	 group	 fixity	 or	








To	 conclude,	 Breines,	 Raghuram	 and	 Gunter	 (2019)	 allude	 to	 this	 constant	 motion	 of	







	 	In	 literature,	 the	 attention	 is	 often	 drawn	 about	 the	 dynamics	 of	 a	 social	 nature	
affecting	the	actions	and	practices	of	migrants	(Balducci	&	Fedeli,	2007;	Cancellieri	&	Ostanel,	
2015b;	Crosta,	2010;	Mantovan	&	Ostanel,	2015;	Marconi	&	Ostanel,	2016a;	Mathis	Stock,	


















the	 fact	 that	people	may	belong	 to	different	 territories	as	he	considers	 the	 inhabitants	as	
products	 and	 components	 of	 the	metropolitan’s	 transformation	 (Balducci	&	Fedeli,	 2007;	
Crosta,	 2010).	 In	 a	 world	 Crosta	 underlines	 that	 the	 territories	 of	 living	 are	 plural	 by	
definition.		
	 Secondly,	 let	 me	 come	 to	 the	 itinerant	 metaphor.	 Tarrius	 (1993)	 has	 influenced	
Crosta’s	conceptualization:	the	itinerant	term	certainly	refers	to	the	notion	of	itinerary,	the	
journey	as	a	route,	a	path	that	can	be	retraced	thanks	to	the	sharing	of	knowledge,	to	the	
collective	memory	 of	 the	migrant	 populations	 that	 have	 crossed	 the	 territory	 previously	
(Tarrius,	1993).	Then,		geographically	speaking,	itinerant	dwelling	makes	it	possible	to	bridge	






(Crosta	 in	 Balducci	 &	 Fedeli,	 2007,	 p.	 76),	 living	 as	 a	 “process120”	 allows	 to	 relate	 the	
relationship	between	populations	and	territory	as	in	continuous	becoming,	in	a	relationship	
that	 implies	 mutuality	 and	 reciprocity:	 “a	 practice	 that	 builds	 territories	 and	 constitutes	














spend	on	that	new	territory,	 they	are	able	 to	develop	kinship	ties	and	social	practice	 that	
make	them	feel	‘home	away	from	home’	(Basco,	2012;	Butsch	&	V	S	Saravanan,	2018).	
o Assessment	
	 This	 section	 aims	 to	 further	 explore	 the	 role	 of	 mobility	 in	 the	 spatialization	 of	
migrants	on	local	territory	to	strengthen	the	idea	previously	discussed	of	the	effective	role	
advocated	to	migrants	in	the	everyday	production	of	urban	spaces	which	manifests	primarily	
within	 those	 communities	 which	 have	 inherited	 of	 a	 mobile	 past.	 The	 Indian	 diasporic	
community	 is	 certainly	 a	 good	 example	 of	 this	 motion/settlement	 dialectic	 triggered	 by	
India’s	colonization’s	past	and	the	subsequent	Indian	diaspora	moving	all	around	the	world	
(Gautam,	2013;	 Jain,	1998;	 Jayaram	&	Atal,	2004;	D.	S.	Raj,	2015;	F.	Raj,	2011;	Siddiqui	&	
Tejada,	 2014).	 In	 this	 pattern,	 mobility	 studies	 led	 me	 to	 first	 hypothesize	 a	 return	 to	




Moving	 on,	 the	 last	 section	 wraps	 together	 three	 variable	 rotating	 around	 the	 Indian	
students’	 category	 studying	 and	 living	 in	 Padova:	 [the	 city]	 the	 spatial	 dimension;	 [the	
university]	the	structured	dimension;	and	[the	people]	the	perceived	dimension.	
SECTION	2.3	&SoC:	An	integrated	approach	for	the	city	of	Padova	
	 In	 the	 ‘Age	 of	 Migration’	 (Castles	 and	 Miller,	 1998),	 the	 modern	 nation-state	 is	
stretched	 from	 all	 directions	 to	 stand	 for	 and	 safeguard	 its	 many	 ‘fragments’	 while	
withstanding	with	the	increasing	movements	of	people	(Massey	et	al.,	1993).	 

















definition	(2005):	“The	Sense	of	Community	 is	a	 feeling	that	members	have	of	belonging,	 	a	
feeling	that	members	matter	to	one-another	and	matter	to	the	group	and	a		shared	faith	that	
members’	 needs	will	 be	met	 through	 the	 commitment	 to	 be	 together.”	 (McMillan	&	 Chavis,	
2005,	my	underlinings).	
Thus	 according	 to	 Chavis	 and	 Mc	
Milan	 (2005)’	model,	 the	 Sense	 of	
Community	 (SoC)	 contains	 four	
attributes:	 membership,	 influence,	
integration	and	fulfilment	of	needs,	




















and	 the	 personal	 investment	 of	 individuals	 toward	 the	 group,	 a	 way	 to	 show	 that	 ‘my	
contribution	matters’.		The	status55	of	the	new	member	has	to	be	validated55	by	the	members	







“In	 summary,	 strong	 communities	 are	 those	 that	 offer	 members	 positive	 ways	 to	 interact,	
important	events	to	share	and	ways	to	resolve	them	positively,	opportunities	to	honor	members,	
opportunities	 to	 invest	 in	 the	 community,	 and	 opportunities	 to	 experience	 a	 spiritual	 bond	
among	members”		(McMillan	&	Chavis,	2005,	p.14).	






























	 Planners	 and	 urbanists	 as	 Cognetti	 (2020)	 do	 not	 agree	with	Borelli’s	 sociological	
vision	of	the	city.	They	see	the	space	as	an	element,	a	variable	of	their	‘interpretive	model’	
which	 articulates	 around	 the	 city126	 which	 includes	 (1)	 space;	 (2)	 practices	 and	 actors;	











	 The	critics	addressed	to	Park	on	its	spatial	determinism	may	find	a	 loophole,	 if	we	




morphology:	 it	 is	 to	 lived	 experience	what	 form	 itself	 is	 to	 the	 living	 organism,	 and	 just	 as	
intimately	 bound	 up	 with	 function	 and	 structure.”	 (Lefebvre,	 1991,	 p.94).	 The	 space	 in	
Lefebvre’s	model	is	the	output	of	the	interaction	between	practices/actors	(1);	policies/laws	
(2);	and	images/imagination	(3).			
Coming	 back	 to	 Park’s	 definition	 of	 the	 city	 (1925),	 as	 the	 intent	 of	 this	 chapter	was	 to	








be	 surprising	 that,	 instead	 of	 reporting	 a	 systematized	 linear	 paraphrased	 analysis	 of	
Lefebvre	main	 features,	 I’d	 better	 have	 a	 glance	 at	what	 the	 ‘maître’	 said	 on	 the	 topic	 of	
spaces,	through	the	narration	of	others	contemporary	authors	paying	attention	not	to	fall	in	
the	 ‘spatial	 turn’	 trap,	 namely	 the	 pluralist	 vision	 adopted	 in	 political	 sciences	 (Borelli,	
2020129).	 While	 I	 have	 made	 an	 extensive	 use	 of	 the	 word	 ‘‘community’’	 which	 convey	
different	 meanings	 such	 as	 inhabited	 geographically	 defined	 areas	 or	 groups	 of	 people	




















device	 to	 improve	 dialogue,	 encounters	 interaction	 and	 participation	 which	 could	 inject	













social	 inteaction	 (and	 innovation	?)	 should	 happen,	 bringing	 back	 the	 attention	 to	












approach	with	 the	Sense	of	Community).	The	&SoC	 interplay	enables	people	 to	achieve	a	














global	 scale	 of	 the	 diaspora’s	 flows-	 countries,	 cities,	 	 to	 the	 intimate	 one	 of	 everyday	
practices	–	houses,	rooms	(Ibid.,	p.2).			
	 Moreover,	by	developing	the	concept	of	 	sense	of	place131	–	or	what	 the	SoC	device	
qualifies	 “place	 attachment”,	 literature	 has	 highlighted	 how	 commonplaces/everyday	 life	
spaces	 in	 the	 city	 as	 ethnic	 shops,	 restaurants,	 temples,	 houses…	 contribute	 to	migrants’	
place-making	 (Brickell	&	Datta,	 2011;	Cancellieri,	 2013;	Madge	et	 al.,	 2015;	McGarrigle	&	
Ascensão,	2018;	Tan	&	Hugo,	2017)	where	places	are	designed	to	be	more	or	less	visible132	
(Cancellieri	 &	 Ostanel,	 2015a.;	 Montanari,	 2018;	 Saint-Blancat	 &	 Cancellieri,	 2014;	
Vuddamalay,	1989)	as	part	of	the	set	of	“multilocal	and	transscalar	migratory	spaces”	(Bruslé	














as	 socially	 produced-	 while	 they	 actually	 advocated	 a	 spatial	 perspective	 emphasizing	
contestation	and	 inequality	 in	 the	city	(Bird,	1993;	Harvey,	2013;	Lefebvre	et	al.,	2009133;	
Lefebvre,	1991).	Thus,	beyond	spaces’	construction	or	production,	migrants	“assign	value	to	
spaces”	as	described	by	Gallo	(2012)	and	Bruslé	and	Varrel	(2012).	It	entails	that	places	play	
a	 role	 in	 activating	 the	 social	 life’s	 dimension	 since	 migrants	 develop	 subjective	 and	
emotional	attachments	to	city’s	loci	(Bruslé	and	Varrel,	2012).	
	 Furthermore,	Urry	 claims	 that	networks	provide	a	better	understanding	about	 the	
organization	of	 social	 life	 (Ibid,	 2000,	2002).	 In	Urry’s	vision,	 the	 spatial	 attributes	of	 the	
‘social’	should	be	brought	into	question	in	the	study	of	‘sociology’	rather	than	assumed	to	be	













introduce	my	conceptual	 integrated	approach	 ‘&SoC’	 that	I	have	applied	here	as	a	 filter	to	













Coming	 back	 to	 Varna’s	 triangle	 (2019)	 mentioned	 in	 the	 previous	 paragraph,	 I	 have	
extrapolated	variables	and	relations	from	Varna’s	original	model	(2019)	and	visualized	them	




The	 political	 legal	 frame	 enabling	 Indian	 students’	migration	 to	 Italy	 is	 presented	 in	 the	
second	Part	of	the	thesis	from	a	global	perspective,	while	Part	3	will	encompass	local	policies	
exhibiting	 a	 bound	 between	 the	 city	 of	 Padova	 and	 the	 University.	 Besides,	 the	 people	
gravitating	around	and	within	the	university	and	the	city	play	an	important	role	for	migrants’	
integration	(Indian	community,	diaspora	ties)	or	exclusion	(segregation,	discrimination)	in	














	 My	 personal	 skills	 are	 limited	 to	 tie	 together	 with	 in-depth	 analysis	 all	 these	
approaches	 at	 once.	 In	my	 opinion,	 if	 I	 had	 decided	 to	 explore	my	 topic	 digging	 in	 each	
discipline	as	I	did	for	migration	studies	and	urban	sociology,	it		would	have	added	a	degree	
of	complexity	in	the	understanding	of	the	topic,	which	is	not	what	I	wanted.	Meanwhile,	as	




sociologist	 (G.Borelli),	 an	 expert	 on	 migration	 studies	 (T.Bruslé),	 two	 anthropologists	




reciprocally,	 sometimes	 contradictory,	 sometimes	 complementary	 connecting	 the	 three	
variables	of	the	triangle.	Lastly,	each	triangle’s	angle	and	variable,	will	be	analysed	one	by	
one	in	the	following	paragraph.	
2.3.3	 People,	 city	 and	 University.	 A	 triangulation	 of	 variables	 in	 the	 &SoC	
interplay	
	 Beyond	the	claim	for	interdisciplinarity,	the	conceptual	map	n°2.1	I	have	just	presented	
also	 has	 the	 function	 to	 be	 the	 interplay	 in	 which	 my	 three	 main	 variables	 –	 people,	 city,	




	 The	 discussion	 over	 the	 people	 has	 been	 partially	 developed	 in	 the	 previous	
paragraphs,	 where	 Indian	 students	 are	 considered	 as	 part	 of	 the	 transnationally	 mobile	














social	 morphology	 that	 is	 gradually	 emerging,	 such	 as	 the	 progressive	 differentiation	 of	four	 main	




















2007;	 Borelli,	 2012;	 Cancellieri	&	 Scandurra,	 2012).	 In	my	 case	 study,	 such	 classification	
keeps	 its	 validity	 but	 will	 be	 integrated	 with	 some	 new	 names	 to	 address	 the	 unique	








the	 cities,	 has	 attracted	 the	 city-users.	 They	 pass,	 use	 transport	 infrastructures,	 hotels,	
restaurants,	 sometimes	 supply	 the	public	 for	 cultural	 events	 and	 thus	 contribute	 to	 the	 local	
economy	and	the	animation	of	the	city,	to	the	use	of	a	part	of	its	equipment	(Martinotti,	1994).	








contains	 the	 students	 but	 not	 the	migrants	 in	Martinotti’s	 definition.	 Therefore,	 the	 student-

















standardization-	 of	metropolitan	 city	 centers	 experiencing	 the	presence	of	 “in-between	 cities”	
persons.	In	fact,	he	calls	“the	transnational	middle-class	living	not	in	a	city	but	in	cities”	(Martinotti,	
1994,	 emphasis	 in	original),	 sending	us	back	 to	 the	 theorization	of	Baas	 (2012)	 in	Chapter	1	
(Section	1.2)	the	“in-betweenness	of	Indian	students”	thus	strengthening	the	idea	a	population	of	
“temporary	 residents”	 living	 in	 the	 city	 for	 over	 a	 courte-durée.	 The	 Indian-student-migrants	
experience	the	city	as	residents	on	a	limited	time	scale	in	which	they	assume	the	characteristics	




practice	 of	 itinerant	 dwelling	 does	 not	 allow	 me	 to	 define	 them	 as	 inhabitants.	 Conversely,	
inhabitants	are	considered	here	as	a	pretty	much	stable	group	.		
(3)	Inhabitants		as	“Local	permanent	residents”		
	 The	 description	 of	 the	 inhabitants	 of	 Martinotti	 (1994)	 seems	 to	 reflect	 a	 group	 of	








populations	 :	 inhabitants	 and	 workers”	 (Martinotti,	 1994,	 emphasis	 in	 original).	 Without	

















2011;	 Avni	 &	 Alfasi,	 2018;	 Brooks	 et	 al.,	 2012;	 Goddard	 &	 Vallance,	 2013;	 Martinelli,	 2012;	
Romania	&	Zamperini,	2009;	Waters	&	Brooks,	2011b).		
	 First,	 cities	 and	 universities	 are	 involved	 in	 an	 alliance	 due	 to	 the	 political-space	
management	question	that	requires	sustainable	strategies	for	sustainable	cities.	As	the	process	
of	‘studentification’	goes	on,	universities	are	assigned	a	role	of	‘urban	institution’	as	discussed	by	
Wiewel	 and	 Perry	 (2005136)	 along	with	 Universities’	 primary	 educational/knowledge	 spread	
function	(Brooks	et	al.,	2012;	Raghuram,	2013).		
	 Second,	complementarily	to	those	functions,	Kell	&	Vogl	(2008)	see	an	opportunity	for	
state-nations	 to	 adopt	 transnational	 education	 policies	 and	 to	 develop	 the	 notion	 of	 ‘global	
citizen’(Ibid	2012).	In	this	regard,	and	due	to	the	‘race	for	knowledge’	by	both	states	and	students,	
Raghuram	insists	on	shaping	a	distinctive	space	for	analyses	of	students’	migrants	‘in	the	panoply	










the	 stereotypes	 of	 their	 promotional	 image	 (Boisen	 et	 al.,	 2018;	 Dematteis	 &	 Lanza,	 2014;	








2011).	 Besides,	 as	 underlined	 by	 Horwath	 (2016),	 the	 cosmopolitan	 concept	 is	 often	 use	 in	
tandem	 with	 the	 notions	 of	 postcolonialism	 and	 transnationalism.	 As	 I	 discussed	 the	
transnationalism	theoretical	perspective	in	the	previous	Chapter,	I	have		reiterated	the	idea	of	
transnational	spaces	crossed	by	transnationally	mobile	subjects.	

































The	 integrated	SoC	model	 associates	 the	 social	 environmental	 characteristics	 of	place	 -which	
corresponds	to	 the	city	variable,	 taking	 into	account	people’s	perceptions	 in	relation	with	the	
physical	 and	 spatial	 features	 of	 the	 built	 environment	 characterizing	 the	 city	 as	 a	 variable	
promoting	 social	 inclusion.	 Eventually,	 on	 top	 of	 the	 triangle,	 the	 university	 is	 set	 in	
correspondence	of	 the	 imaginary	experience,	as	part	of	 the	perceived	dimension,	 as	 it	echoes	
with	 the	 discussion	 about	mobility	 and	 proximity	 of	 Urry	 (2000)	 for	 	 students	 being	 abroad	
between	dreams	and	disappointments	(see	Part	3).		
	 Finally,	 the	 crosscutting	 space	 occupied	 by	 the	 Indian	 students	 and	 illustrated	 by	 the	




























Grounded	 Theory	 Methodology,	 I	 have	 used	 the	 GTM	 theory	 in	 my	 research	 under	 the	
constructivist	 approach,	 having	 a	 glance	 at	 the	 previous	works	 of	 Park,	 Thomas	 and	 Blumer	
described	in	Chapter	1.	
This	last	section	of	Chapter	2	argues	my	representation	choices	to	investigate	the	three	central	
variables	represented	 in	 the	Conceptual	map	2.2	 :	 the	people,	 the	city	and	 the	university	 tied	
together	 in	 a	 single	 case-study	 analysis	 for	 an	 in-depth	 discussion	 about	 Indian	 students-
migrants	daily	experiences	of	spaces	in	Padova.	
2.4.1	The	Case	study	analysis	to	discuss	Indian	students-migrants.	
	 Considering	 the	 political	 and	 economic	 transformative	 and	 fluid	 frame	 of	 our	
contemporary	 world,	 I	 have	 given	 my	 attention	 to	 a	 specific	 case	 study	 to	 understand	 the	
programmatic	and	contextual	 forces	 influencing	 the	participation	 in	a	government-sponsored	
international	 student-mobility	 program	:	 “	[This]	 method	 brings	 existing	 theory	 to	 bear	 on	 a	
particular	ethnographic	case,	enabling	complex	macro-level	questions	to	be	examined	through	their	
everyday	 manifestations	 in	 micro-level	 social	 settings.”	 (Wadham	 &	 Warren,	 2014,	 my	
underlining).	 Baas	 was	 also	 suggesting	 adopting	 in-depth	 interviews	 and	 single	 case	 study	
analysis.	 “I	 usually	 just	 go	with	 the	 case	 study	 that	 I	 know	 the	most	 about	 and/or	with	which	
informant	I	had	the	deepest	connection/relationship”	[…]”	(Baas,	2019).	
	 In	 fact,	 like	 Baas,	 I	 was	 focusing	 on	 the	 case	 of	 Padova	 exclusively.	 A	way	 to	 dig	 the	
framework	in	a	meticulous	sense	that	helped	me	to	select	‘quality’	data.	By	contrast	to	classical	











their	 relationship	with	 the	 city	 and	 their	mobility	 	 in	 a	 collection	of	 short	 stories.	 Their	 own	
stories	are	interrelated	in	chapter	6	of	the	thesis,	while	discussing	Indian	students’	approaches	
to	human	mobility	to	confirm	what	I	have	outlined	in	Chapter	1.		
	 To	 interpret	 the	empirical	data,	 I	used	 information	 from	an	assortment	of	 sociological	
tools,	including	eighty-six	interviews	and	a	crafted	coding	data	technique	(Appendix	2.		p.367).	 		
Concretely,	 I	 gathered	data141	highlighting	profiles	 and	 trends	 that	 led	me	 to	 reformulate	my	
preliminary	hypotheses	entailed	by	direct	observation	during	my	fieldwork	between	2015	and	














questions	 that	 are	 the	 core	 of	 diverse	 encounters	 and	 interactions	with	 Indian	 Students	 (83	




ethnographic	 study	 untitled	 “Life	 at	 School145,	 absorbed	 some	 of	 Woods’	 considerations.	












but	 also	 “by	 building	 relationships”	 with	 Indian	 students	 (Woods,	 2012a,	 p.	 260).	 While	
extrapolating	 the	 inputs	 and	 instruments	 given	 by	M.	 Thapan,	 it	 led	me	 to	 consider	 the	


























and	 in	 their	 own	 favorite	 way,	 that	 supposed	 :	 getting	 to	 know	 them,	 building	 trust	 and	
understanding	what	was	important	to	them.		
	 While	 choosing	 to	 apply	 the	 involved	 observer	 technique,	 I	 also	 paid	 attention	 to	 the	












imagine	 the	dissertation,	 as	 the	 final	product	of	a	 three-year	 fieldwork	research,	without	any	
photography.	Dealing	with	humans	and	spaces,	 I	 thought	 it	was	clearer	to	 ‘show’	with	 images	








	 As	 argued	 by	Durand	 et	 al.,(2018)	 images	 can	 be	 used	 as	 a	 proper	method	 for	 social	
sciences	researches;	in	addition,	Frisina,	(2016a,	2016b)	observes	that:	“Internationally,	images	


































have	 been	 authorized	 prior	 the	 signature	 of	 a	 privacy	 agreement	
between	 the	 informant	and	 I,	before	being	published	 in	 the	 thesis.	














249).The	maps	 are	 designed	 ‘manually’,	 like	 in	 the	 coding	process,	 I	 have	privileged	 ‘manual	
handwork’	 to	 illustrate	 the	 dissertation	 and	 have	 not	 relied	 on	 any	 software	 since	 I	was	 not	
equipped	to	use	them-	neither	in	terms	of	software,	nor	in	terms	of	technological	capacities-	and	
personally,	I	preferred	drawing	on	paper	rather	on	my	laptop,	in	the	true	spirit	of	Chicagoans	
methode.	 Only	 itineraries	 make	 an	 exception	 and	 have	 been	 designed	 through	 GoogleMaps,	
online.	







logic	 of	 relations	 occurring	 in	 natural	 areas	 of	 the	 city,	 linking	 social	 inclusion,	 place	
attachment	with	 shared	 emotional	 bonds	 of	 the	 Indian	 students	 as	 a	 part	 of	 the	 Indians’	
community	and	as	part	of	the	international	students’	community.	
o Scale	of	analysis	1:	LOCAL	SCALE:	CITY	and	daily	spaces	of	 Indian	students	 in	the	
territory	of	Padova.		
	 On	 a	 local	 scale,	 the	 thesis	 outlines	 the	 idea	 that	 the	 -imperceptible-	 Indian	 student’s	
migration	could	be	the	occasion	to	narrate	another	story	of	migration:	an	example	of	population	
inclined	 to	 be	 mixed	 with	 other	 citizenships	 and	 with	 permanent	 residents.	 The	 local	 scale	








































by	 collecting	 information	 from	 different	 sources	 spanning	 from	 the	 early	 Chicago’s	
proposition	 of	 assimilation,	 to	 newly	 integrated	 literature	 on	 multiethnic	 urban	
communities,	our	 focus	tapped	into	the	 intercultural	cities-to-be	(Cancellieri	&	Scandurra,	










form	of	 living	 in	connection	with	 their	 inherited	diasporic	practice149.	 It	 is	 then	clear	 that	
transnationally	mobile	students	are	circulating	and	contribute	to	transform	the	city-territory	
by	 adopting	 ‘itinerant	 dwelling’	 practices	 and	 by	 nudging	 the	 appearance	 of	 ‘disjunctive	




flows’	 (1996)	 to	Appadurais’	 ‘cosmoscapes’	 (1996),	university	on	 the	other	hand,	does	not	














































	 Now	 that	 I	 have	 outlined	 the	 theoretical,	 the	 conceptual	 and	 the	 methodological	
frameworks,	I	continue	to	describe	the	empirical	findings	of	the	research.		
	In	line	with	my	Grounded	Theory	Methodology	which	aim	is	to	develop	specific	theories	for	
new	 contexts,	 the	 discussion	 on	 migration	 from	 the	 global	 to	 the	 local	 scale	 will	 follow	
through	the	case-study	of	Indian	students	moving	from	India	to	Padova.	In	the	following	two	
parts,	 the	 thesis	 explores	which	 ideas	 have	 emerged	 among	 scholars	 and	which	 practice	
should	tackle	the	challenging	issues	of	our	society	in	the	increasingly	diverse,	interconnected,	
multifaceted	realities	of	our	contemporary	cosmopolitan	cities.	Indeed,	in	the	current	case,	I	






extent	 the	 Indian	 students’migration	 contributes	 to	 narrate	 a	 different	 story	 of	










	 The	previous	 chapters	 had	 conveyed	 the	 idea	 that	 Indians	 are	mobile	 subjects.	 As	
Wihtol	de	Wenden	assessed,	time/space	transformations	have	led	to	observe	that	“the	world	
moves	and	the	instruments	that	regulate	it	are	no	longer	adapted	to	these	changes”	(Wihtol	de	
Wenden	 &	 Benoît-Guyod,	 2018).	 A	 similar	 assumption	 was	made	 earlier	 by	 the	 Chicago	
School’s	 fellows;	 in	 fact,	 the	urban	ecology	had	the	goal	 to	complete	knowledges	on	cities	
beyond	the	geographical	perspectives	(Park,	1952,	p.14).	Thus,	Chicagoans	were	exploring	




and	 mobility,	 the	 thesis	 now	 looks	 closer	 at	 the	 multiple	 facets	 of	 the	 migration’s	























Next,	 the	 state	 of	 art	 of	 literature	 on	 international	 students’	 migration	 distinguishes	 the	
countries	 in	 two	 categories:	 those	 who	 send	 students	 abroad	 -‘Inbound’-	 and	 those	 who	
receive	 international	students-	 ‘Outbound’.	 In	this	pattern,	the	Section	III.2	aims	to	seal	off	






Italy	 has	 invested	 in	 strategies	 (Ambasciata	 d’Italia	 -	 India,	 2015;	 European	 Commission,	
2018)	 and	bodies	 (Uni-Italia	 Centers	 abroad)	 to	 attract	 highly	 skilled	profiles:	 the	 Indian	
talented	 ‘brains’,	 thus	 following	 the	 International	 Labour	Organisation	 (2006)	 guidances:	
“Many	countries,	developed	as	well	as	developing,	have	designed	policies	and	programmes	to	
attract	 talented	 people	 as	 students,	 temporary	 workers	 and	 immigrants”.	 (Ibid.	 my	
underlinings).		
	 On	 the	 whole,	 this	 chapter	 offers	 a	 foundation	 for	 comprehensive	 historical	 and	
political	 understanding	 about	 the	 unicity	 of	 the	 Indian	 students-migration’s	 case	 while	













historical-social	 framework	 of	 the	 context	 of	 the	 Indian	 immigration’s	 origins	 to	 Europe	
(Thapan	&	Deka,	 2011),	 through	 the	 case	 of	 Italy	 (Garha,	 2020;	 Lum,	 2012,	 2012;	 Olam,	
2015).	As	we	will	 see,	 the	 immigration	of	 Indians	 to	 Italy	 took	place	at	 various	moments	
which	have	been	resumed	into	four	phases	by	Garha	(2020).	The	historical	background	of	
India's	migration	to	Italy	is	essential	to	understand	the	current	migratory	flows.			
This	 first	 section	 presents	 the	migration	 landscape	 of	 Italy,	 focusing	 on	 Indian	migrants’	
diversity	 and	 especially	 on	 the	 Indian	 ‘students-migrants’.	 Next,	 it	 reminds	 the	 old	 bound	
tying	 Italy	 with	 India,	 a	 ‘relationship	 punctuated	 by	 eclipses’	 with	 more	 ruptures	 than	
continuities.		
3.1.1	The	multiple	facets	of	the	migration’s	phenomenon	in	Italy	nowadays.	
	 Nowadays,	 talking	 about	 Italy	 and	 migration,	 people	 usually	 think	 about	 the	
immigrants	massively	 coming	 to	 Italy	 in	 the	 first	 place,	 while	 Italy	 has	 been	 for	 years	 a	
country	of	emigrants	instead	(Caritas,	2017;	Lum,	2012).	This	statement	may	sound	trivial	
but	it	has	its	relevance	instead	when	it	comes	to	the	perception	of	migration	in	Italy,	which	
suffers	 of	 many	 stereotyped	 images-	 between	 ‘fear	 and	 acceptance’-	 as	 reminded	 by	
Ambrosini	and	other	scholars	in	many	occasions	(Ambrosini,	2011b;	Ambrosini	&	Panichella,	
2016;	Panichella	&	Ambrosini,	2018).	These	assumptions	generally	blur	Italian’s	capacities	
to	portray	the	multiple	 facets	of	 the	migration	phenomenon;	 therefore,	 I	have	 first	briefly	





















	 At	 the	 end	 of	 the	 day,	 as	 literature	 often	 deplores,	 Italy	 does	 not	 have	 an	 organic	
system	 for	 all	 components	 of	 the	 migratory	 supply	 chain,	 in	 particular,	 migration	 is	
characterized	in	negative	terms	due	to	the	structural	lack	of	organic	policies	regarding	real	
integration	(Mazzochin,	2017).	On	the	 local	scale,	 this	situation	 is	mirrored	by	 the	 lack	of	




means	 handling	 the	 migration	 question	 with	 ‘security	 measures’	 which	 are	 nothing	 but		












Italy	 counts	5.144.440	migrants154	 residing	 in	 Italy,	which	means	 that	8,5%	of	 its	 total	
population	are	migrants.	The	 three	major	 immigrant	communities	 in	 Italy	are	Romanians	




the	 North-west	 (e.g	 Lombardia)	 and	 North-East	 (e.g	 Veneto)	 of	 Italy	 as	 these	 two	
geographical	 areas	 are	 considered	 the	 most	 productive	 one	 and	 are	 able	 to	 respond	 to	



















	 To	begin	with,	 I	will	 locate	on	 the	 time-line	when	and	why	 Indians156	have	started	
moving	abroad	(Tumbe,	2018),	focusing	on	Europe.	A	change	in	the	dynamics	of	migration	
from	 India	 to	 Europe	 occurred	 in	 the	twentiethcentury,	 especially	 following	India's	
independence.	In	that	time-lapse,	the	migratory	phenomenon	widened	and	consolidated	in	
other	European	countries,	especially	in	those	that	shared	a	past	with	the		colonial	settlements	
in	 the	 Subcontinent	 (UK,	 France,	 Portugal,	 the	 Netherlands	 and	 Denmark).	When	 talking	
about	the	migration	of	Indian	citizens	on	a	global	scale,	we	cannot	avoid	tapping	into	the	topic	









living	 abroad	 in	 the	world	 (IOM,	2019):	 India	 is	 the	 first	 over	 ten	diasporic	 communities	
abroad	in	2019	(World	Migration	Report	2020).	Within	the	EU-28	region,	Indian	nationals	








































	 Coming	 back	 to	 the	migration	 of	 students	witnessed	 in	 the	 1990s	 by	 Garha	 et	 al.	
(2019),	one	should	keep	in	mind	that	India	often	continues	to	be	perceived	as	a	country	with	






strong	 network	 worldwide	 magnifying	 the	 Indian	 diaspora.	 Tumbe	 calls	 these	 new	
destinations	 ‘diaspora	hot-spots’	 (2018)	due	to	the	impressive	attraction	capacity	they	are	













about	 Italy	 as	 a	 destination	 country.	 As	 far	 as	we	 are	 concerned	now,	 it	was	 essential	 to	
geographically	locate	the	spatialistaion	and	spread	of	the	Indian	diaspora	in	recent	times.	








(2013)	 before	 me,	 I	 witnessed	 that	 very	 few	 sources	 in	 Italian	 language	 have	 focused	
exclusively	 on	 the	 Indian	 immigration	 to	 this	 South	 European	 country.	 There	 are	 some	
exceptions	in	the	panorama	of	sources	in	Italian,	though.		
	 It	is	an	unexpected	fate	to	note	that	among	all	the	Europeans,	Italians	can	praise	the	




19th	 century,	 internal	and	external	migrations	 from	Europe	-	 for	 trade,	merchants,	artists,	











&	Gallo,	 2015),	 a	 researcher	who	 focused	mainly	 on	 the	 spatialization	 of	migration	 from	
Punjab	 and	 from	 South	 India	 (mostly	 Kerala)	 to	 the	 areas	 of	 Rome	 and	 Latina.	 Gallo’s	













































	 Next,	 within	 the	 global	 migratory	 pattern	 wich	 followed	 WWII	 and	 India’s	

















	 At	 a	 time	 when	 other	 European	 countries	 restrained	 immigration	 policies	 as	 an	
outcome	of	the	1974	oil	crisis	(Jacobsen	&	Myrvold,	2011,	p.	167;	Lum,	2012),	Italy	instead	
was	lacking	of	immigration	controls	and	of	a	legal	framework	to	deal	with	the	growing	influx	




Spain,	 Portugal,	 Greece	 and	 Italy	were	 “more	 open”	 to	 the	 unskilled	migrants	 category	 in	






























(Perocco,Denti	 and	 Ferrari,	 2005).	 At	 the	 beginning	 of	 the	 flow	 (1970s-1980s),	 it	 was	
commonly	 agreed	 in	media	 narrations	 that	 Punjabi	 Sikhs	migrants	were	 	 ‘non	 disturbing	
turbans’	(‘turbanti	che	non	turbano’166)	(Lum	and	Sahai	2013,	p.16).	In	fact,	about	ten	years	
later,	 as	 Bertolani	 has	 reminded	 in	 1990s167:	 “sikhs	 embody	 the	 ‘ideal’	 of	 well-integrated	
immigrants’	 (Ibid.,	 2015).	 Besides,	 generally	 even	 today,	 Sikhs	 are	 still	 perceived	 as	 “a	
supportive	 and	 cohesive	 community	 of	 good	 and	 pacific	 workers,	 immersed	 in	 a	 religious	
dimension	of	life”	(Bertolani	et	al.	2011).	As	a	result,	Sikhs	have	built	a	positive	stereotype	
which	 has	 been	 enlarged	 towards	 Indians	 migrants	 in	 general,	 in	 the	 Italians	 collective	
imagination	(Bertolani,	2015;	Lum,	2012).	An	 interview	with	Mr.	Phoenix168	confirms	this	
statement	I’m	making	(Indian	migrants	=	Sikhs).	In	my	interview	with	Mr	Phoenix,	it	is	clear	
that	 the	 ‘ideal’	characteristics	of	Sikh	workers	 in	an	 Italian	company-	“assertive,	quiet	and	
reliable”169-	are	well	disclosed:	
“‘Singh’	 are	 really	 good	 at	 work.	 […]	 Indians	workers	 are	 serious	 persons	 and	 show	 a	 real	
commitment	 in	 their	 duty.	 They	 are	 young	 (22-29	 years,	 we	 have	 4	 of	 them)	 and	 they	 are	
specialized	and	well	prepared	in	the	field	of	mechanical	engineering	and	machines.	[…]	As	far	
as	 we	 are	 concerned,	 our	 enterprise	 promotes	 an	 anti-discrimination	 policy,	 so	 we	 are	 not	


















	 Beyond	 this	 positive	 glimpse,	 as	 the	 2005	 research	 already	 sketched,	 Indian	
immigrants	working	in	the	dairy	sector	and	agriculture	-which	traditionaly	employ	them	in	
India	 as	well-	 often	 faced	hard	work-conditions,	 harassment,	 discrimination170	 and	 social	
segregation	 (Bertolani,	 2018;	 Denti	 et	 al.,	 2005;	 Gallo,	 2012).	 	 As	 a	 consequence,	 this	
ambivalence	between	the	common	perception	and	the	reality	of	Indian	migrants’	everyday	





al.,2011,	 p.139).	 On	 this	 topic,	 Lum	 (2012)	 and	 Gallo	 (2012)	 	 have	 adressed	 the	 role	 of	




male-dominated	 in	 the	1990s	while	 in	more	recent	years	 Indian	 immigration	has	seen	an	
increasing	 of	 family	 reunification	 requests	 leading	 to	 other	 challenges	 such	 as	 women	
isolation	as	Thapan	states	(2013).		
	 On	 the	 whole,	 reading	 these	 studies,	 it	 became	 clear	 that	 until	 2010s171,	 Italian	
scholars	have	generally	devolved	more	attention	on	the	‘low-skilled’	Indian	migrants	-on	
















	 As	 evidenced	 by	 Bertolani,	 Ferraris,	 Perocco	 (in	 Jacobsen	&	Myrvold,	 2011),	 Lum,	
(2012)	and	Leucci	et	al.	 (2018)	 the	 Indian	community	 in	 Italy	 is	 characterised	by	a	great	
diversity	.	While	the	greatest	share	-	80%-	comes	from	Punjab	working	in	Center	and	North-
Italy172	 in	 the	dairy	 sector,	 the	 culture	of	 rice	and	wheat	 fields,	 tanning	 leather	 in	Veneto	
(Bertolani	et	al.	p.81)	;	another	small	part	comes	from	Kerala	(Lum,	2012).	In	fact,	Malayalees	






(Bertolani,	 2015;	 Lum,	 2012)	 about	 the	 Indian	migration	 to	 Italy	:	 "In	 general,	 the	 Italian	
collective	 imagination	 perceives	 Indian	 immigration	 well,	 which	 it	 imagines	 as	 negative	 is	



















the	 partition	 with	 Pakistan	 in	 1947173	 (Tumbe,	 2018,	 p.34);	 the	 independence	 claims	 of	
Kashmir	which	continues	displacing	people	in	2020	(Prem	Shankar	et	al.,	2020,	p.147);	or	
the	migration	for	work	among	different	states	and	the	footloose	migrants	of	Breman	(1996)	






























































	 First,	a	 few	comments	on	Indians	demographic	 features.	Significant	differences	are	
noted	 in	 the	 employment	 rates	 of	 the	 male	 and	 female	 components	 (79.5%	 and	 19.3%,	
respectively).	The	 lack	of	women	 in	 the	 sphere	of	 employment	 contributes	 to	 the	overall	


















(residency	 permit,	 citizenship	 access)	 and	 the	 sociocultural	 variables	 have	 a	 role	 in	 the	
integration	 of	 the	 Indian	 population	 on	 local	 territories.	 As	 underlined	 by	 Graha	 and	
Paparusso	in	2018,	“The	almost	total	denial	and	neglect	of	irregular	immigrants	in	Italy	(with	
the	 exception	 of	 urgent	medical	 cares	 and	 children’s	 education,	 as	 regulated	 by	 the	 Turco-



















Although	 my	 primary	 interest	 remains	 Indian	 students	 (3,5%)181	 migrating	 to	 Italy,	 since	
literature	often	report	this	category	among	the	‘highly	skilled	workers’	(Kirk	et	al.,	2017;	Kõu	&	
Bailey,	 2014;	 Neidhardt,	 2013;	 Wiesbrock	 &	 Hercog,	 2012),	 I	 have	 reported	 the	 differences	
among	the	work	categories	 in	which	 Indians	are	 involved	to	point	out	 in	 the	next	section	the	
specificities	of	Indian	students	(See	graphic	n°3.3).			
	 Now,	 taking	 into	 account	 data	 from	different	 sources,	 this	 paragraph	 aims	 to	 offer	 an	
image	of	the	working	categories	(and	conditions)	of	the	Indian	community	in	Italy	which	allow	
us	 to	 frame	 the	 work	 environment	 from	 a	 different	 perspective	 (ANPAL	 2018).	 Literature	
generally	 refers	 to	 the	 Indian	migrants	as	an	example	of	 the	 “workforce	diasporas182”	 (Cohen,	


























displaying	instances	 of	 excellence	 and	 high	 levels	 of	 skills	in	 the	 field	 of	 animal	 husbandry."	
(ANPAL,	2018,	p.7	my	underlinings).	The	reasons	outlined	are	generally	two	:	Indian	punjabi	
migrants	have	a	long	tradition	of	agricultural	work	and	a	sense	of	care	of	the	livestock	herds	
(Denti	 et	 al.,	 2005;	 Jacobsen	&	Myrvold,	 2016;	 Thapan	&	Deka,	 2011);	 on	 the	meantime,	
Italian	lacks	of	‘low-skilled’	workers	–	‘braccianti184’	and	was	riscking	to	see	the	world	famous	




23%	of	 those	employed	 from	the	rest	of	Central	and	Southern	Asia;	vs	19%	of	 the	Asians	
employed;	and	vs	26%	of	non-EU	citizens	as	a	whole).		






























































Italy	 attracts	 Indian	 migrants	 as	 the	 procedures	 to	 enter	 into	 Italy	 are	 not	 that	 severe	
















	 Although	 the	 ‘scientific’	 attention	 on	 the	 migration	 of	 international	 students	 has	
grown	in	the	past	thirty	years	(King	&	Raghuram,	2013;	Reinold,	2017;	Riaño	&	Piguet,	2016),	
the	migration	of	students	for	study	purposes	abroad	is	not	a	new	phenomenon.	
By	 delving	 into	 the	 migration	 of	 students	 on	 a	 global	 scale,	 I	 have	 highlighted	 that	 the	










historical	 flows	 of	 students	 moving	 during	 colonialism,	 we	 noticed	 a	 period	 of	 rapid	
expansion	during	 the	2000s	 that	 increased	progressively	although	punctuated	by	 fits	and	
starts.		
o The	‘90s	turning	point	
	 In	 the	 1990s,	 the	 development	 of	 advancing	 technology,	 infrastructure,	 and	
communication	(ICT)	induced	coutries	to	develop	a	strong	interest	in	attracting	highly	skilled	
workers.	
	 As	 a	 consequence,	 from	 1990s	 to	 2000s,	 national	 governments	 encouraged	
universities	to	enter	within	the	international	student	migration	‘competition	for	talents’-	i.e.	
of	 international	 students	 in	 tertiary	 education187.	 Next,	 building	 on	 the	 fourth	 historical’s	
phase	events,	Choudaha	 (2017)	 identified	 three	waves	of	 international	 students’	mobility	
between	1999	and	2020	which	are	convincing.	As	Figure	3.3	illustrates	the	‘waves’	coincide	
with	historical	events	that	have	influenced	the	flows	of	international	students	abroad.	The	
first	 two	waves	 	 (I	and	II)	correspond	with	9/11	terrorist	attacks	and	the	global	 financial	
































Most	 recent	data	of	UNESCO	 (2019)	and	OECD	 (2019)	account	5.3	milion	 international	
students	 migrants	 in	 2017.	 According	 to	 UNESCO	 (2019)	 data,	 prominent	 sending	
countries	 of	 international	 students	 include	 China,	 India,	 Germany,	 South	Korea,	 Nigeria,	
France,	 Saudi	 Arabia	 and	 several	 Central	 Asian	 countries	 (Ibid.).	 On	 the	 whole,	 Asians	
account	 for	 56%	of	 all	 students	 studying	abroad	 worldwide	 (OECD,	 2019,	 p.228)	 and	




of	 international	 students	 were	 enrolled	 in	 educational	 programmes	 in	 six	










































	 Reportedly,	 India	 has	 evolved	 considerably	 in	 terms	 of	 its	 supplying	 to	 the	
international	students	market	and	is	the	second	most	important	source	country	after	China	
(32%	 outbound	 students	 Institute	 of	 International	 Education.org	 data	 2017).	 Indians	
represent	the	14,	19%	of	all	international	students	embarking	on	a	study	journey	abroad.	
In	2016,		more	than	a	quarter	million	Indian	students	studied	internationally,	compared	with	












































































	 Finally,	 from	 the	Graphic	 n°3.7	 above,	we	 can	 conclude	 that	 the	number	 of	 Indian	








Worldwide	 5.3	million	 752.275	 17.5	million	








up,	 today,	 USA	 remains	 the	 main	 destination	 country	 for	 Indian	 students	 (OECD,	 2019)	





destination	 of	 the	 Indian	 diaspora,	 we	 can	 identify	 a	 mismatch	 between	 the	 diaspora	
destinations		and	the	study-destination	selected	(Figure	n°3.6).		
Yet,	as	expected,	the	UK	remains	on	the	top	of	both	flows.	We	can	hyporthesise	that	more	

























are	 still	 ‘low’-	 Indian	 students	 have	 started	 to	 develop	 interest	 towards	 European	











of	 India-Italy	migration	 (Meenakshi	Thapan,	Rupa	Chanda	and	Binod	Khadria),	 it	 became	
clear	 that	 Italy	 had	 a	 strategy	 part	 of	 the	 “challenges	 and	 good	 practices	 to	 attract	




















Cultural	 Councellor	 at	 the	 Italian	 Embassy	 of	 New	 Delhi	 in	 2018199.	 Among	 her	 duties,	




	 This	 meeting	 has	 opened	 a	 door	 on	 a	 myriad	 of	 complex	 political	 weaves	 which	
evoqued	me	back	my	studies	in	International	relationship	and	human	rights	and	therefore,	I	





for	 the	 country's	 economic	 development,	 as	well	 as	 being	 an	 effective	 instrument	 of	 diplomacy	 and	
foreign	 policy.		 […]	 In	 particular,	 the	 ability	 to	 attract	 foreign	 students	 increasingly	 represents	 an	
element	 of	 strength	 and	 a	 priority	 for	 a	 university	 system	 that	 aims	 at	 a	 full	 and	 effective	 external	
projection,	 in	 a	 rapidly	 changing	 world	 context."	 (Minister	 Angelino	 Alfano,	 MAECI,	 2017,	
underlined	by	the	author).		
	 At	 the	 end	 of	 the	 day,	 the	 strategic	 guidances	 promoted	 by	MAECI,	MIUR	 and	MI	
constitute	a	sort	of	informal	diplomacy	that	proceeds	thanks	to	the	knowledge	and	quality	of	
international	 students.	 The	 latter,	 together	 with	 the	 Italian researchers,	 bring	 scientific	
knowledge,	 creativity,	 and	 beauty	 spreading	 everywhere	 abroad	 these	 pillars	 of	 Italy.	In	





















	 	Next,	 to	 complete	 my	 personal	 landscape	 of	 information	 among	 institutions	 and	
statistical	data	collection,	I	have	written	an	e-mail	to	the	MIUR	directly	on	20/11/2018.	Maria	



















Tertiary education  
TOTAL Male Female 
Gain from the year 
before 
2007-2008 372 144 228 - 
2008-2009 395 183 212 +23 
2009-2010 445 212 233 +50 
2010-2011 539 271 268 +94 
2011-2012 583 308 275 +44 
2012-2013 604 302 302 +21 
2013-2014 830 494 336 +226 
2014-2015 1.150 743 407 +320 
2015-2016 1.647 1.145 502 +497 
2016-2017 2.255 1.640 615 +608 




















































Among	 these	 International	 students	 the	 three	 major	 flows	 come	 from:	 Albania	 (9.527),	



















hub	 for	 foreign	 countries,	 especially	 for	 those	 presenting	 economic	 advantages	 for	 the	
future204.	This	is	the	case	of	India,	and	one	of	the	reasons	why	many	countries	‘cajole’	Indian	
students	to	attract	them	into	their	Universities205.		



















deals	 with	 the	 awareness	 of	 university	 structures	 and	 the	 implementation	 of	 existing	
initiatives	like	“Italy	is	waiting	for	you207”.	Mrs	Petracca	explained	that	they	had	also	started	




students:	 Uni-Italia	 which	 has	 a	 central	 function	 in	 connecting	 the	 network	 of	 actors210	
roaming	around	the	migration	of	Indian	students	towards	italian	Universities.	
o Uni-Italia	fostering	Indian	students	migration	to	Italy		
	 As	 an	 answer	 to	 OCSE’s	 recommendations,	 Italy	 has	 adopted	 special	 policies	 and	
instruments	to	attract	talents	presented	here.	Next,	my	fieldwork	at	the	Italian	Embassy	of	
New	 Delhi	 has	 revealed	 that	 Italy’s	 strategy	 for	 higher	 education	 internationalization	 is	



























helps	 students	when	 they	 arrive	 in	 Italy	 and	 provide	 distance-	 support	 during	 their	 stay	
intending	 to	 facilitate	 their	 integration	 into	 the	 new	 social,	 academic	 and	 cultural	





















In	 short,	Uni-Italia	bodies	 constitute	 a	 network	 of	 centers	 and	 India	 is	 one	 of	 them.	
However,	Uni-Italia	India	was		only	created	on	February	7th,	2017,	hence	seven	years	after	





































































videos	 are	 available	 on	 the	 FB	 page:	 two	 in	 Bologna	 and	 one	 in	 Padova218)	 and	 often	












the	 process	 enabling	 a	 discussion	 between	 institutions	 that	 generally	 hardly	
communicate	one	with	another	(Universities	and	MAECI	–	Data	from	fieldwork).		
	 Up	to	this	point	my	aim	was	first	to	disclose	the	rich	complexity	of	local	and	global	
stakes	 working	 in	 the	 background	 of	 international	 students	 mobility	 to	 allow	 Indian	






























pattern	 has	 become	a	 conduit	 to	 select	 certain	 type	 of	migrants:	 highly	 skilled	 (Watt,	
2009).	 Therefore,	 I	 have	 relyied	 on	 Professor	 Ambrosini	 advices	 on	 migration	 as	 a	
“selective	process”	(Ambrosini,	2011,	p.39;	2020223).	
o Migration	is	a	‘selective’	process		
	 First,	 Ambrosini	 advocates	 that	migration	 is	 divided	 into	many	 categories	 and	
some	of	them	are	perceived	as	‘positive’-	house	helpers	(‘badanti’)	low	skilled	migrants	
working	in	industries	and	agriculture	(‘braccianti’),	highly	skilled	migrants	working	in	ITC	
from	Asia-	while	 some	 are	 connoted	 as	 ‘negative	migrants’-	 refugees,	 asylum	 seekers,	
migrants	form	Africa	(Ibid.,	2011b;	2019224;	2020).	What	follows	is	that	‘migration’	echoes	
with	the	mainstream	‘negative	migrants’	“invading	Europe	and	Italy”	(Camilli,	2018)	while	




























the	 other	 hand,	 migration	 is	 publicly	 represented	 as	 a	 ‘negative’,	 ‘hostile’	 process,	
systematically	depicted	as	‘detrimental’	denying	the	positive	aspects.	Ambrosini	declares:	
“Migrants	as	tourists	are	desirable	but	not	welcomed”	(Ibid.	2019225).	
	 Lastly,	 	 I	recall	Ambrosini’s	analogy	between	the	flows	of	tourists	and	students:	




tourists	 ;	 so,	 the	 normal	 inhabitants	 "permanent	 resident"	 end	 up	 moving	 to	 the	
surroundings	(Lucchesi,	2020),	while	the	massive	influx	of	visitors	-	students	in	our	case	



















	 Looking	 for	 literature	support	on	this	 topic	 I	had	to	 face	 the	 fact	 that	 I	was	not	
entirely	innovative	in	adopting	this	concept	for	students	(and	was	relieved).	
First,	 as	Matznetter	 (2010)	 outlined:	 “[…]	 studying	 abroad	 is	 regarded	 a	marginal	 and	
volatile	form	of	mainly	temporary	migration.	Labour	migration	is	centre-stage	in	much	of	













	 To	 tackle	 this	 gap,	 Vogl	 and	Kell	 (2012)	 have	 critically	 analysed	 scholars’usual	
habit	 to	 capture	 the	 human	 dimensions	 of	 mobility,	 cultural	 interaction	 and	 the	
complexities	of	being	an	international	student	assigning	them	“a	passive	and	dependent	
role”	without	questioning	“the	inequalities	and	risks	for	students	that	characterise	market	
outcomes”.	According	 to	 them	the	 literature,	 is	often	biased	towards	“instrumental	and	
positivist”	research	that	constructs	a	systematic	‘market’.	On	the	other	hand,	as	they	argue	
instead,	 literature	 and	 research	on	 international	 students	 and	 transnational	 education	
















MIUR	 and	 the	 MAECI	 (authors	 of	 these	 flows	 of	 international	 students)	 which	 are	
attracting	‘talented	brains’	using	higher	education	as	an	instrument	for	spreading	those	
ideals	of	democracy,	social	equity,	and	peace:	the	foundations	of	the	Italian	Republic.	The	
latter	 should	 be	 then	 carried	 forward	 in	 the	 context	 of	 a	 united	 Europe	 and	 the	
international	 assembly	 of	 nations.	 Indeed,	 Italy	 has	 adopted	 many	 instruments	 to	
encompass	its	policy	of	‘talents’	attraction’	accordingly,	as	the	example	of	the	UNI-Italia	
Office	in	New	Delhi	has	illustrated.	
	 Furthermore,	 as	 migration’s	 regulation	 remains	 a	 boiling	 topic	 for	 the	 Italian	
Government-	especially	in	the	years	I	considered	for	my	research	(2017-2018),	when	the	
Right-hand	party	 (‘Lega	Nord’)	eyes	were	plonked	over	 limitating	migration	 flows,	 the	
chapter	dealt	with	the	issue	of	‘migration	selectivity’	and	introduces	a	discussion	about	
Italians’	 perception	 of	migration	 (which	will	 follow	 in	 Part	 3,	 using	 interviews	 led	 in	
Padova).	 Under	 such	 political	 circumstances,	 as	 one	 can	 expect,	 not	 all	 typologies	 of	
migration	were	 (and	are!)	 ‘welcomed’	 (Ambrosini,	2019).	 Indeed,	 looking	closer	 to	 the	
issue	under	hand:	the	migration	of	Indian	students	to	Italy,	clearly	the	body	Uni-Italia-	
along	 with	 its	 attraction	 of	 international	 students’	 function-	 has	 been	 created	 as	 a	
‘filtering’	door	to	select	migrants,	since	the	Ministry	of	Internal	Affairs	(at	that	time	held	



















questions:	WHERE	 does	 the	 case-study	 take	 place?	 [Where	 do	 the	 Indian	 students-
migrants	live	and	how	do	they	live	their	day-to-day	life	in	an	Italian	city?	Does	the	city	has	




















	 The	 evidence	 disclosed	 in	 Part	 2	 have	 outlined	 the	 condition	 under	 which	 Indian	
students-migrants	 access	 Italy	 departing	 from	 India	 under	 a	 planned	 migratory	 strategy	
regulated	by	precise	policies	on	the	global	scale	which	eventually	impact	on	the	local	scale.	
The	attraction	of	talented	Indians	as	a	work-resource	for	Italy	should	also	be	read	on	the	city-






my	underlining).	 I	 share	Appadurai	 and	Holston’s	 view	and	 integrated	 it	within	my	&SoC	
model.	In	this	manner,	building	upon	the	transnational	theory	discussed	in	Chapter	1,	I	have	
highlighted	 the	 kaleidoscopic	 facets	 of	 the	 city	 as	 the	 loci	 of	 lived	 diversity,	 sharing,	
dynamism,	 vibrancy,	 and	 encounters	 (Bruslé	 &	 Varrel,	 2012;	 Dematteis	 &	 Lanza,	 2014;	
Rossetto,	2015).	Although	distant	in	time,	but	in	a	similar	vein,	Park	et	al.	(1952)	were	also	
interested	 in	 underlining	 the	 ‘attraction	 of	 the	 metropolis’	 (Ibid.,	 p.47)	 focusing	 on	 local	
studies	(Ibid.,p.75)	and	on	the	‘neighborhood’	scale	(Ibid	p.18).		
	 This	last	part	of	the	discussion	presents	my	case-study	analysis	in	Padova.	Indeed,	Part	
3	 will	 follow	 Park’s	 suggestions	 (1952)	 again.	 The	 part	 is	 divided	 into	 three	 chapters,	
following	 the	 three	 variables	 of	my	model:	 the	 city,	 the	 university	 and	 the	 people.	 Part	 3	
mostly	relies	upon	fieldwork	data	to	answer	the	main	research	question:	“To	what	extent	the	

























2012)	and	 “space	of	global	 cultures”	 (King,	2012)	 in	 the	 conclusions.	These	 spaces	will	be	




	 These	 empirical	 chapters	will	 lead	 us	 back	 to	 theory	 across	 the	 three	 dimensions	
evidenced	by	the	revisited	ecological	model	of	Park	et	al.	(1925)	merged	with	the	Sense	of	
































the	 region	 in	 which	 new	 institutions	 emerge,	 as	 earlier	 ones	 decline,	 are	 modified	 and	
disappear”	(Ibid.,	p.84,	my	underlining).		
	 This	Chapter’s	argumentation	gives	the	bases	to	encompass	the	city	of	Padova	as	a	
‘laboratory’	 (Messina,	 2019;	 Park,	 1952)	 –	 or	 perhaps	 ‘a	 controlled	 experiment’	 (Park,	
1952,	p.73).	In	any	case,	we	will	point	out	that	this	medium	city	is	a	place	likely	to	assess	
the	transformations	of	 this	urban	environment	 towards	a	“cosmopolitan	Padova”	(Poli,	
2019)(Section	 4.1).	 Next,	 I	 will	 assess	 some	 Chicagoans	 hints	 to	 nuance	 the	 use	 in	













(in	Section	VI.3)	 the	discussion	previously	engaged	 in	Chapter	2	which	 introduced	 the	






as	 a	 medium	 city	 part	 of	 a	 network	 of	 cities	 of	 similar	 sizes	 which	 constitute	 the	
characteristics	of	the	region	Veneto.	Inasmuch	as	the	city	of	Padova	is	part	of	the	‘Land	of	
Venice’,	 we	 are	 starting	 	 the	 discussion	 retrieving	 some	 spatial	 and	 demographic	
information	from	the	Province	scale,	narrowing	slowly	until	the	city-one.	Years	of	political	
shifts	–	especially	on	the	way	to	tackle	immigration	as	an	urban	issue-	have	entailed	socio-
political	 transformations	 in	 the	 city.	Up	until	 recent	 years,	 the	 city	has	 faced	 issues	of	
migrants	stigmatization	and	segregation	that	are	still	rooted	in	natives’	minds	(e.g.	the	
Wall	of	Via	Anelli232).	Since	2017,	the	urban	planning	has	started	approaching	the	city	as	
‘a	 city	of	neighborhoods’	 (Ostanel,	2017),	 in	other	words	an	 ‘ecosystem’	 of	diversity	 in	





the	 region	 “Veneto”,	 renamed	 recently	 :	 ‘The	 land	 of	 Venice’	 in	 2019234.	 Padova	 is	
strategically	located	on	the	corridor	between	Verona-Vicenza-Bologna	and	Venice.	
With	a	population	of	around	210.000	inhabitants,	to	add	to	this	number	they	are	about	













The	 Organization	 for	 Economic	 Co-operation	 and	 Development	 (OECD,	 2015)	 has	
underlined	that	the	Venice	metropolitan	region	is	one	of	the	largest	Italian	economies	and	
























	 The	 population	 of	 the	 region237	 is	 of	 4.905.584	 inhabitants	 for	 a	 territory	 of	








between	 Veneto	 territory	 and	 the	 migration	 flows.		 Migration	 flows	 in	 Veneto	 were	
strongly	 fueled	mainly	 by	 local	manufacturing	 systems,	 as	well	 as	 by	 the	 aging	 of	 the	




	 The	 territorial	distribution	of	 the	 foreign	population	 in	Veneto	witnesses	at	 the	
same	 time	 a	 concentration	 and	 delocalization	 of	 the	 migrants’	 flows.	 In	 2019,	 the	











































and	 temperamental	 qualities	 (Park	 et	 al.,	 Italian	 version,	 1967,	 p.196).	 To	 apprehend	
these	conditions,	Chicagoans	have	recommended	defining	the	city’s	size	first.	
4.1.2	How	to	define	Padova’s	size?	







































The	 urbanization	 process	 in	 Padova	 has	 been	 studied	 by	 diverse	 authors	 (Cancellieri,	
2020;	Cancellieri	et	al.,	2020;	Cancellieri	&	Ostanel,	2014,	2015b;	Cancellieri	&	Peterle,	
2019;	Lironi,	2016;	Mantovan	&	Ostanel,	2015;	Marconi	et	al.,	2014;	Ostanel,		2013).	What	
is	 striking	 for	 urbanists	 is	 the	 sprawl	 of	 the	 city	 from	 its	 inner	 “walls”	 center	 to	 the	
outskirts240	(Condotta	&	Spigai,	2013).			
On	this	topic,	the		IUAV	University	has	elaborated	a	range	of	reports	and	proposals	aiming	















	 One	 can	wonder	why	 am	 I	 now	 handling	 a	 local-political	 issue	 in	 a	 discussion	


















first	decade	of	 the	2000s.	 	The	 ‘degrado’	 has	been	a	powerful	weapon	 in	political	 and	
public	discourse	during	elections	campaigns.		
The	 case	 of	 Padova	 is	 well	 known	 by	 national	 media	 especially	 in	 light	 of	 the	 close	








Moreover,	 the	most	 impressive	 example	 of	 these	 policies	 has	 been	 highlighted	 by	 the	





[with]	 a	 harshly	 debated	 mayor’s	 ordinance	 was	 the	 one	 that	 got	 the	 nickname	 of	 “anti-kebab	
ordinance”,	issued	by	the	mayor	in	April	2015.	The	ordinance	forced	the	commercial	activities	in	the	
area	of	the	station	(concerning	also	a	part	of	Arcella)	to	close	down	their	activities	not	later	than	8	




2008,	when	the	Ministry	of	Interior	(Maroni)	issued	an	administrative	order	on	“Public safety and urban security: definition and fields 















poverty,	and	emphasizing	 instead	a	gap	between	political	 intentions	of	a	 faded	 'mixité'	
(Briata,	2014)	and	ghettos	areas	bubbling	at	the	urban	scale	of	Padova.	In	the	words	of		
Caponio	(2009):	







‘wider	 maneuvers’	 to	 the	 migration	 phenomenon	 (Caponio,	 2009,	 p.6).	 Caponio	 also	







(among	 others).	 Interestingly	 for	 my	 personal	 considerations	 about	 the	 migration	
phenomenon	of	 invisible	migrants	 in	Padova,	Cancellieri	 and	Ostanel	have	highlighted	
migrants	 situation	 in	 Padova,	 stressing	 their	 “hypervisibility”	 instead	 (Cancellieri	 &	
Ostanel,	2015).		
The	two	‘local	authors’	who	have	intensively	worked	on	the	case	of	Padova	for	years,	have	








	 Quoting	 Simonsen	 (2010,	 p.174),	 Cancellieri	 reminds	 us	 that	 bodies	 in	 space	
constitute	“a	practice-sensory	realm	in	which	space	is	perceived	also	through	sight,	smells,	
tastes,	 and	 hearing.	 It	 produces	 a	 space	 that	 is	 both	 biomorphic	 and	 anthropological”	
(Ibid.,	Cancellieri	and	Ostanel	2015,	p.6).		
From	 my	 observations,	 in	 Padova,	 urban	 spaces	 are	 reshaped	 by	 the	 non-standard	
presence	 and	 the	 new	 uses	 made	 by	 foreigners	 and	 newcomers,	 in	 a	 process	 that	
approaches	them	as	“spatial	actors	in	that	they	try	continuously	to	use	and	re-signify	urban	
spaces	 in	 order	 to	 search	out	 symbolic	 as	well	 as	material	 resources”	 (Cancellieri	 2013,	
p.116).	 Their	 hyper-visibility	 is	 bolstered	 by	 the	 fact	 that	 frequently	 they	 begin	 using	
spaces	that	have	been	abandoned	or	less	used	by	Italians	(Romania	and	Zamperini	2009),	
to	 the	 extent	 that	 some	 permanent	 residents	 would	 have	 the	 misleading	 impression	





a	 long-term	atmosphere	 of	 continuous	 ‘moral	 panic’	 [Cohen,	 1973]	 characterized	 by	 the	
























ten	 years	 ago	 (before	 I	 moved	 to	 the	 city).	 I	 remind	 that	 family’	 s	 friends	 had	
recommended	me	to	‘avoid	renting	a	house	in	Via	Anelli	or	in	Arcella’	 ,	that	the	city	was	
‘dangerous’	and	I	should	have	been	careful	of	migrants	when	coming	back	home	alone	at		
night	 (on	 this	 topic	 see	 the	 discussion	 of	 Panichella	 &	 Ambrosini,	 2018).	 Similar	
comments	appeared	during	my	interviews	in	the	streets	of	Padova	(2019)	asking	about	













the	 national	 policies	 dictated	 by	 the	 Right-Hand	 Party	 of	 the	 ‘Lega	 Nord’-	 ‘Northern	
League’	(see	the	discussion	of		Marconi	et	al.,	2014,	pp.	27–36	;	Thapan,	2013,	p.	6	on	the	

















the	 most	 important	 challenge	 :	 the	 one	 of	 the	 future."	 (Letter	 from	 Sergio	 Giordani,	
9/03/2017250.).	
Together	they	declared	to	share	a	vision	for	the	city	that	is	focused	on	‘care,	share	and	love	








concentration	 of	 foreigners	 has	 been	 witnessed,	 are	 characterized	 by	 'multi-ethnic'	
settlements	(Mazzochchin,	2017,	p.99),	conversely	to	other	countries	as	the	USA	(see	Park	

































with	 its	 own	 function,	 nature,	 architectural	 style,	 attraction,	 and	 advantages	 and	
disadvantages	 for	 various	 residents	 and	 visitors”	 (van	 Kempen,	 2007,	 p.14-15,	 my	
underlining).	 Indeed	Ostanel	 (2017)	 acknowledged	 that:	 “The	 city	 cannot	 be	 read	as	 a	
single	container	because	instead	a	series	of	spatial	orders	are	produced,	localized	sets	with	












































‘Rioni’,	 which	 is	 an	 Italian	 way	 to	 divide	 the	 neighborhood	 territory	 in	 smaller	 areas	
























Neighborhood	 2015	 2016	 2017	 31.12.2018	
Q1	Center	 25.962	 25.835	 25.960		 25.954	
Q2	Nord	 39.145	 39.066	 39.253		 39.613	
Q3	East	 38.132	 37.899	 37.916		 37.936	
Q4	South-East	 47.003	 46.923	 46.837		 46.833	
Q5	South-	West	 28.008	 27.955	 28.043		 28.095	
Q6	West	 32.096	 32.095	 32.358		 32.371	
Homeless	 55	 56	 73		 110	





Padova,	 2019255).	What	 follows	 is	 an	 analysis	 of	 the	 population	with	 a	 glimpse	 at	 the	
Chicagoans	method.	
4.2.2	The	Chicagoan	approach	applied	to	the	Paduan	population	
	 Following	McKenzie	 (in	 Park,	 1925	 p.	 62-78)	 from	 Seattle	 to	 Padova,	 although	
cities	 have	 different	 dimensions	 and	 spatial	 characteristics,	 we	 recover	 from	 the	
Chicagoan	scholar	his	method	of	"population-sifting":		
"This	 process	 of	 population-sifting	 produces	 not	 only	 increasing	mobility	with	 approach	











continuous	 process	 of	 sieving	 and	 dislocation:	 each	 of	 these	 areas	 of	 the	 city	 has	 its	
character	and	produces	its	particular	type	of	inhabitant.	
Ö In	terms	of	density:	










of	 the	 city.		 Q4	is	 the	 neighborhood	 where	 women	 outnumber	 males	 by	 0.6%.	 The	
neighborhood	where	women	 largely	exceed	men	 is	Q1	with	12.79%	of	women	against	
11.79%	of	men,	or	1%	of	women	over	men.		
	 In	Q2	this	 ratio	 is	 reversed:	 for	 19.4%	 of	men,	 there	 are	 18.25%	 of	women	 or	
1.15%	of	males	above	women.	These	numbers	are	not	surprising	given	that	they	include	





as	 the	 Chicago	 School	 taught	 us,	 and	 Padova	 does	 not	 derogate	 from	 the	 rule.	 	The	
neighborhoods	in	which	the	most	stable	type	of	population	resides	with	the	prevalence	of	
women	and	children	(Q4)	are	the	custodians	of	local	customs	and	play	a	stabilizing	and	
















	 In	 the	 center	 of	 the	 city	 (Q1)	 and	 in	 the	 neighborhoods	 of	 Padova	 as	Q6,	 and	
especially	in	those	located	in	the	south	(Q4	and	Q5),	we	can	witness	the	elements	of	the	
population	that	McKenzie	would	define	as	"conservative,	law-abiding	and	endowed	with	
deep	civic	awareness"	 (Ibid.,	1925,	p.79).	Someone	here	calls	 it	 'la	Padova	bene'-	"great	
Paduans":	the	wealthy	class.	In	the	neighborhoods	to	the	east	(Q3,	generally	industrial	





		 Neighborhoods	 located	 on	 the	 outskirts	 of	 cities	 generally	 present	 a	 range	 of	
critical	 conditions	 and	 elements,	 in	 terms	 of	 spaces	 and	 identity	 (Mazzocchin,	 2017).	
Admittedly,	they	are	often	areas	of	recent	construction	and	development	compared	to	the	
historical	city	center.	However,	unlike	the	historical	centers	of	other	similar	Italian	cities,	
it	 is	 generally	 agreed	 that	 neighborhoods	do	not	 have	developed	 a	 rooted	micro-local	
identity	yet	(	at	least	not	related	to	big	historical	events	or	historical	places	as	it	happened	
in	city-centres).	Padova	does	not	escape	to	this	tendency257.				














needed	 for	 industries	 (e.g	 ex	 Saimp,	 Arcella)	 and	 housing.	 As	 a	 consequence,	 this	
unbridled	sprawl	of	the	city	was	characterized	by	‘chaotic	planning’	(Spagna	&	Bon,	2018)		
that	did	not	take	into	account	'esthetical'	variables	(Alderman	Micalizzi,	2019).	
		 Moreover,	 with	 the	 passage	 of	 time	 and	 under	 the	 globalization	 effects	 of	 the	
nineties,	these	areas	have	often	become	the	place	where	migrants	tend	to	concentrate,	








approaching	 the	periphery	 from	 the	 center	of	 training,	 but	 also	differentiated	 cultural	
areas.	The	differentiated	cultural	areas	represent	different	customs	and	attitudes	as	well	
as	different	degrees	of	interest	in	the	life	of	the	community.	
	 To	 conclude,	 I	 underline	 that	 the	 case	 of	 Padova	 is	 emblematic	 in	 the	 Italian	
literature	for	its	attempts	to	deal	with	the	diversity	question	in	different	spaces	of	the	city	

















































permanent	 inhabitants:	25.954	 in	2018	according	data	census,	however	 this	number	
should	be	discussed	in	perspective	with	the	number	of	students	inhabiting	rented	houses	
and	 flats,	 and	 not	 necessarily	 registered	 as	 resident	 in	 the	 city	 of	 Padova.	 The	 center	
continues	to	play	an	important	role	of	coordination	and	administration:	The	Hometown,	
the	 Questura	 (Police	 headquarter),	 the	 Palazzo	 della	 provincia	 (Civil-servants	





remains	 a	 core	 place	 in	 the	 memory	 of	 permanent	 residents:	 the	 market	 on	 the	 old	





















	 On	 the	other	side,	at	 the	North	of	Q1,	 ‘Arcella’-	arcĕlla(m)	 ‘small	arch260’-	 is	 the	
name	of	one	of	the	most	contested	micro-scale	areas	of	Padova.	Arcella	(Q2)	is	part	of	the	
second	 administrative	 neighborhood	 called	 Arcella-	 San	 Carlo-	 Pontevigodarzere	 and	
corresponding	 to	 the	 northern	 sector	 of	 the	 city.	 Until	 1999	 Arcella	 constituted	 an	
autonomous	neighborhood.	After	that,	in	that	same	year,	it	was	unified	with	San	Carlo	-	
Pontevigodarzere.	 Starting	 in	 the	 fifties,	 the	 neighborhood	 was	 characterized	 by	 a	
continuous	spontaneous	building	expansion	–	without	any	master	plan-	which,	somehow	





according	 data	 census)	 and	 Arcella	 is	 the	 southernmost	 part	 of	 the	 neighborhood,	
standing	close	to	the	railway	line	that	connects	Venice	to	Milan.		The	area	measures	about	
6,71	 km2	 and	 has	 almost	 the	 double	 of	 Q1’s	 population,	 thus	 it	 is	 a	 neighborhood	
characterized	by	a	high	density	of	housing	units.		
	 	As	we	have	discussed	earlier,	Q2	has	suffered	a	lot	of	the		‘chaotic	planning’		(Bon,	


























Cancellieri,	 Paola	 Briata,	 Giovanna	
Marconi,	Lucio	Rubini	and	many	others.	In	
spite	of	the	critics	and	skepticisms	of	some	
academics,	 politicians,	 and	 -still-	 many	
residents	 of	 Padova	 and	 surroundings	
towns,	 it	 cannot	 be	 ignored	 that	 this	
neighborhood	has	experienced	important	




to	 bring	 back	 a	 positive	 image	 of	 the	
district	 (Bekemans	&	Mazzocchin,	 2017).	




















Marta	 Nalin,	 alderwoman	 to	 social	 policies	 has	 carried	 on	 the	 discussion	 on	
multiculturalism	with	these	terms:	
"	Arcella	is	undoubtedly	the	representation	of	multiculturalism,	mixing	and	diversity	in	




is	 “learning	 to	 live	 together”	 (Sossai,	 2017)	 building	 bridges	 –	 physically	 and	
metaphorically-	between	its	past	and	historical	population	and,	the	newcomers.	The	goals	
of	the	associations	-as	Mille	e	Una	Arcella-	sponsored	and	supported	by	local	government	
is	 to	 activate	 participation	 from	 the	 people	 of	 the	 district	 itself,	 through	 convivial	
























































as	 squares	 (G.Peterle,	 21/02/2020),	 and	 local	 policies	 had	 restrained	 services	 and	
cultural	 opportunities	 in	 the	 neighborhoods	 leading	 the	 inhabitants	 to	 use	 these	






that	 the	 spatial	 distribution	 of	
immigrants	 in	 the	 city	 of	 Padova,	
tends	to	concentrate	in	the	North	area	
of	 the	 city:	 in	 neighborhood	Q2	with	
8.743	foreign	citizens266.	
Next,	 similarly,	 to	 Caponio’s	 study	
about	 ten	 years	 earlier	 in	 Padova267:	
























Cina	 (2.872),	 Nigeria	 (2.620)	 and	 Philippines	 (1.876)	 constitute	 the	 five	 first	 foreign	
citizenships	resident	in	the	city	of	Padova	which	had	a	total	of	34.619	foreign	permanent	
dwellers	on	31.12.2018.	
























evidence	 patterns	 of	 social	 ‘clustering’	 	 in	 residential	 neighborhoods	 on	 the	 basis	 of	
origins	nor	on	the	basis	of	occupation	(Verstappen,	2017,	p.85).		
o Assessment	
	 Finally,	 looking	 at	 the	 Sketchedmap	 n°4.2	 as	 an	 output	 provided	 by	 fieldwork	
















	 Following	 the	 discussion	 opened	 in	 the	 previous	 Chapter(3)	 about	 Italian’s	
migration	 policies	 and	 the	 case	 of	 India,	 this	 chapter	 investigates	 how	 Italy	 governs	
migration	 flows	 locally	 in	 Padova	 focusing	 on	 the	 spaces	 and	 places	 where	 the	 Indian	
migrants	 live?	Thereby,	 I	applied	 the	&SoC	model	 to	 investigate	 the	 Indian	community	
















Unfortunately,	 the	 data	 of	 the	 Questura	 did	 not	 match	 with	 those	 provided	 by	 the	
Townhall.	 According	 to	 the	 statistic	 of	 the	 Townhall	 on	 31/12/2018,	 there	 are	 447	
Indians	 permanently	 residing	 in	 Padova	 in	 such	 a	 discreet	way	 that	 it	 has	 been	 quite	
difficult	to	uncover	them.	This	mismatch	between	data	can	be	explained	by	the	fact	that	




















legally	 in	 Italy)	we	would	 rather	 rely	on	 the	data	of	 the	Townhall	which	accounts	 the	
number	 of	 Indian	 people	 physically	 dwelling	 in	 Padova	 on	 31/12/2018	 (light	 green	































































Indian	 students	 at	 Gandhi	 Restaurant	 through	 the	
invitation	of	Krishna	and	Sareena.	We	were	only	four	
non-Indians	invited	for	Diwali	(Advertisement	n°3).		
That	 evening	 in	 2018,	 I	 met	 Lalit,	 the	 India’s	
consultant/referent	person	for	International	students	
Council	 (ISC).	 The	 ISC	 is	 an	 informal	 bottom-up	



















internationalism.	 ISC	 is	 in	 charge	 of	 Indian	 Students	 management	 and	 adaptation,	
integration	in	Padova.		




to	 celebrate	 with	 relatives	 and/or	 Indian	 friends.	 The	 event	 was	 a	 success	 so,	 as	 we	
managed	 gathering	 about	 200	 people,	 and	 some	 Italian	 participated	 as	 well.	 Sharma	
(Gandhi	 Padova)	 and	Krishna	 (BPIS)	were	 so	 enthusiastic	 that	 they	 invited	me	 to	 the	
inauguration278	of	the	first	Hindu	temple	they	are	creating	in	Padova:	the	Shree	Salasar	






















































et	 al.,	 2019).	 	 Approaching	 the	 city	 as	 an	 urban	 sociologist	who	 took	 the	 steps	 of	 the	
Chicagoans,	 it	 became	 clear	 that	 a	 large	 portion	 of	 human	 experience	 and	 social	
interaction	 happen	 in	 communities	 and	 in	 the	 urban	 environments	 where	 they	 live.	







instead,	 identified	 the	 positive	 relationship	 between	 	 the	 "sense	 of	 community"	 and	
people’s	propensity	to	participate280	in	the	city	where	they	live	(Ambrosini,	2020).	There	
has	recently	been	a	strong	focus	on	the	issue	of	place	attachment	as	a	positive	predictor	






‘migration	 space’	 takes	 shape	 in	 two	 ways:	 ‘circulation’	 and	 ‘localized	 places’	 created	
























food,	 worship	 places	 and	 other	 community	 institutions	 (Bălan	 ,	 and	 Sturzoiu,	 2018,	
p.152).Moving	 on,	 it	 could	 be	 interesting	 to	 consider	 the	 spatial	 variable	 in	 its	
multidimensionality281	 connecting	 the	 relationships	 of	 the	 Indian	migrant	 community	
with	the	Indian	students	arriving	in	Padova		using	all	the	two	other	variables	of	the	&Soc	
(the	university	and	the	people)	in	the	next	chapter.	




permanent	 residents	 “Image	 of	 India	 in	 Padova”.	 The	 figure	 n°6.2	 below,	 reports	 the	
elements	‘seen’	by	my	respondents282.	First	of	all,	many	of	my	respondents	were	not	able	
to	 find	an	answer	 to	my	question:	 “Thinking	about	 India/Indians	 in	Padova,	what	does	
come	 to	 your	 mind?”.	 For	 those	 who	 answered,	 the	 images	 of	 India	 in	 Padova	 is	
characterized	 by:	 The	 spicy	 food	 of	 Indian	 restaurants;	 “Newspaper	 sellers/rose	 and	

























	 In	 Padova	 there	 are	many	 ‘Indians	 islands.’	 P.Y	 Trouillet	 (2018)	 called	 it	 “Little	
India”	 talking	 about	 the	 Indian	 diaspora	 in	 Canada,	 faraway	 from	 such	 an	 evident	
dynamic,	as	I	mentioned,	the	presence	of	Indians	in	Padova	is	hidden,	so		first	I	just	looked	
for	 traces,	 signs,	 footsteps	 to	 recall	 the	 study	 of	 Bagnasco	 “Footsteps	 of	 Community”283	
(Bagnasco,	1999).		
	 Fieldwork	 in	 Padova	 has	 evidenced	 that	 there	 are	 not	 less	 than	 nine	 Indian	
restaurants	in	Padova	run	by	Indians:	(1)	the	Garhwal	Rosticceria	(Portello-	University	
area);	 (2)the	 Gandhi	 (Bassanello);	 (3)	 the	 Gandhi2	 (Ponte	 di	 Brenta);	 (4)the	 Samrat	















	 In	May	 2018,	 ‘The	 Indian	 Shop’	 (BPIS)	 opened	 its	 doors	 in	Vicolo	Aspetti	 n°36,	
Arcella	(Q2).	The	shop	is	managed	by	a	bunch	of	Indian	friends	part	of	the	Group	1,	one	of	





been	 defined	 “an	 intervention	 of	 urban	mending	 for	 the	 city	 of	 Padua284”.	 Besides	 the	
chance	 to	 talk	with	 these	 young	 Indians	 in	 July	 2018,	 it	 came	out	 that	 they	 are	 living	
around	the	Portello	area	for	some	of	them,	those	who	are	students	living	in	residences,	
others	are	living	right	in	front	of	the	bridge,	on	the	Arcella	side,	Via	Avanzo.		
	 Further	 fieldwork	 explorations	 conducted	 in	 the	 area	 of	 Via	 Avanzo,	 led	me	 to	
identify	 some	 buildings	 where	 Indians’	 residents	 are	 concentrated	 (Via	 Avanzo-	












needed	a	 confrontation	with	 residents	 	 (bottom	up).	 Through	personal	 contacts,	 I	was	
invited	by	a	locally	involved	association	-“TerrArcella285”-	working	in	the	city	to	promote	
its	cosmopolitan	image,	to	introduce	to		a	group	of	International	students	the	Indian	dots	


























immigration	 office;	 and	 lastly,	 the	 University	 ‘Piovego	 Campus’	 and	 the	 Palazzo	 Bò	
(University	central	office).	
	 To	 this	 Sketchedmap	 (which	was	 already	well	 furnished),	 I	 added	my	personal	
findings	as	‘bonus	places’	they	would	have	discovered	for	the	first	time	(the	Shree	Salasar	
Mandir;	 the	 Mosque-‘	 Islamic	 center	 of	 Padova’	 (largely	 attended	 by	 the	 Bengladeshi	
community);	the	Stupa	of	the	Buddhists	community	(largely	attended	by	a	tiny	group	of	
Sri	Lankans).	As	the	sketched	map	n°6.7	shows,	the	main	concentration	of	Indian	dots	is	





	 Wrapping	 up,	 the	 walking	 experience	 made	 on	 15/02/2020	 has	 been	 deeply	
enriching	to	obtain	confirmations	about	the	effective	places	where	the	Indian	dots	were	
located	after	two	years	from	my	first	investigation	on	one	hand.	On	the	other	hand,	the	
collective	mapping	 that	 has	 followed	 has	 clearly	 disclosed	 the	 fact	 that	 to	 the	 eyes	 of	

























































On	 the	 occasion	 of	 the	 Yoga	 day,	
Prato	 della	 Valle	 (	 a	 center-
historical	 	 and	 symbolic	 public	
place	of	 the	city)	 the	green	square	
has	been	used	to	practice	one	hour	
and	 a	 half	 free	 session	 yoga	 to	
which	 a	 group	 of	 about	 20	 people	
has	 attend.	 On	 one	 hand,	 the	
example	 is	 sound	 since	 it	
represents	 again	 how	 a	 public	
space	with	a	function	can	be	turned	into	something	else:	in	this	case,		a	corner	of	Prato	
della	Valle,	has	become	a	‘Yoga	interplay’	for	the	time	of	the	class.	
During	 the	 lockdown	 (15th	March	 to	3rd	May	2020),	Anand	has	been	 ‘trapped’	 in	 the	



























	 The	 religious	 ceremony	 led	 by	 the	 Pandit	
(Hindu	priest	of	the	temple)	to	celebrate	the	opening	of	
the	 temple	has	continued	until	 the	3rd	of	August	 (see	
Photo	n°	4.8)	when	they	unveiled	the	‘face	of	the	god’	
at	1pm.		
The	 creation	 of	 a	 place	 of	 worship	 for	 the	 Indian	




























or	 gurdwaras	 constitute	 important	 migratory	 places	 in	 which	 a	 sense	 of	 community	 is	





























ex-warehouse	 rooms.	All	 of	 these	warehouse	 rooms	have	 been	 transformed	by	minor	
communities	 and	 association	 into	 their	 current	




There	 is	 a	 bad	 note	 though,	 in	 the	 last	 years	 this	
place	 has	 been	 highly	 contexted	 by	 permanent	
residents	 who	 perceive	 the	 mix	 of	 international	
influences	in	one	place	as	a	source	of	danger289.	














































	 As	 the	 first	 chapter	 analyzing	 the	 empirical	 data	 collected	 in	 the	 city	 of	 Padova,	 I	










data	at	 local	 level	must	be	 read	carefully	 to	understand	who	 is	 ‘in’	 and	 ‘out’	 in	 the	 city	of	
Padova	when	using	the	data	from	the	institutions.			
	 In	section	4.2,	the	early	studies	of	Chicagoans	on	the	Human	ecology	have	led	me	to	































2020;	Ostanel,	2015)	 seems	 the	only	efficient	political	 approach	 to	 tackle	migration	as	an	
urban	issue	in	Italian	cities.	As	Silvia	Mazzocchin	(2017),	has	warned	the	readers,	if	cities	do	




	 Although	Padova	 seems	 to	have	 lost	 its	 ‘wall’	 (Ostanel,	 2013),	 there	 are	 still	many	
invisible	 lines;	 those	could	be	used	 to	build	bridges	 instead,	exactly	as	Unesco	 (2019)	has	
requested	in	a	recent	report	”Migration,	displacement	and	education:	BUILDING	BRIDGES,	NOT	
























recruit	 International	 Students	 (IS)	 to	 diversify	 their	 student’s	 body	 and	 to	 improve	 their	
global	ranking294.		
	 What	is	the	University	of	Padova’s	approach	to	spur	the	flow	of	international	students	
in	Padova?	To	what	extent	UNIPD’s	strategy	 to	attract	and	recruit	 talents	could	 lead	us	 to	
consider	the	migration	of	foreigner	as	an	urban	issue	from	a	different	angle?	Reportedly,	the	
answers	 to	 these	 questions	will	 lead	 us	 to	 depict	 the	 University	 of	 Padova	 as	 a	 ‘space	 of	
knowledges’	(King,	2017)	likely	to	stimulate	the	development	of	new	policies	and	spaces	in	
the	city	of	Padova.	This	chapter	also	wants	to	highlight	the	city-university	relations	aspiring	
to	 a	 certain	 internationalization	 influential	 position	 on	 a	 European	 and	 global	 scale.	 The	
recruitment	 of	 international	 students,	 such	 as	 Indians,	 is	 one	 aspect	 of	 this	 relationship	 I	
called	“UniverCity”.		
	 The	 chapter	 is	 divided	 into	 three	 sections.	 First,	 section	 5.1	will	 describe	UNIPD’s	
‘going	global’295	 and	 its	efforts	 to	promote	 its	assets	 to	be	appealing	 to	 the	eyes	of	 Indian	
students.	 Next,	 Section	 5.2	 reminds	 the	 migration	 procedures	 that	 Indian	 students	 are	
requested	to	follow	to	reach	Italian	Universities.	Finally,	Section	5.3	reports	the	outcomes	of	





















because	 it	 hosts	 the	 oldest	 and	Well-known	University	 in	 Italy	 and	Europe”	 and	 the	 age	





	 The	motto	of	 the	University	of	Padova	 is	 “Universa	Universis	Patavina	Libertas”,	
literally	"Paduan	freedom	is	universal	for	everyone”.	It	refers	to	the	fact	that	freedom	of	
thought	 (of	 teaching,	 research,	 religious	 belief,	 political	 ideas...)	 has	 always	 been	 a	
distinctive	 feature	 of	 the	University	 since	 its	 foundation	 in	 1222	when	 some	 students	
migrated	 from	 the	 university	 of	 Bologna,	whose	Municipality	 increasingly	 carried	 out	
checks	and	pressure	on	student	corporations.	Somehow	this	revolutionary	and	innovative	
spirit	 that	has	accompanied	the	 funding	and	evolution	of	 the	University	of	Padova	has	
never	stop	growing.		
As	 the	 University	 of	 Padova	 advertises	 on	 its	 website297,	 between	 the	 16th	 and	 17th	
centuries,	Padova	became	a	“workshop	of	ideas”	and	the	home	to	personalities	who	have	
transformed	 the	 cultural	 and	 scientific	 history	 of	 humanity	 (e.g	 Andrea	 Vesalio,	 who	


























by	 the	 ‘Global	 Engagement	 Team	 (GET)’	working	within	 the	 international	 office.	 Since	
March	 2019,	 the	 office	 has	 massively	 invested	 on	 promotional	 activities	 and	
dissemination	of	information	through	online	channels	such	as	platforms	(FindAmaster,	
Study	portal	etc)	and	Social	media	networks	(on	Facebook	with	videos	and	on	Instagram	












The	 University	 of	 Padova	 participates	 to	 the	 national	 campaign	 ‘Study	 in	 Italy’	 in	 a	
networked	 action	 with	 agencies	 (e.g.	 ICEF301)	 and	 with	 the	 Embassy’s	 offices	 as	 Uni-
Italia302.	In	2019,	the	international	office	has	updated	its	offer	in	a	brochure	gathering	the	
main	‘appealing’	factors	to	attract	international	students	(See	picture	n°5.1).			
	 The	 contents	 put	 the	 accent	 on	 the	 history	 of	 the	 University	 and	 the	 “student-


























students	 enrolled.	 The	 data	 synthetized	 in	 the	 graphic	 below	 represent	 the	 major	
international	 students	 flow	who	enrolled	 in	 the	University	of	Padova	 in	2018	Graphic	
n°5.1).		
	


















































of	Padova	 in	 the	 last	4	years	has	studied	Engineering	related	disciplines	 (21%)	as	 the	
graphic	n°5.3	shows	the	highest	percentage	in	dark	red308.		
	 Apart	from	the	Erasmus	Mundus	program309,	I	want	to	make	a	note	on	the	second	
highest	 trend	 Economic,	 finance,	 business	 and	management	where	 the	 course	 named	


































	 Among	 these	 facilities,	 it	 has	 been	 recognised	 the	 key	 role	 in	 “Induction	 and	
orientation	 support”	 led	 by	 “buddy”	 as	 mentor/support	 persons	 introducing	 the	 new	
environment	of	the	University	and	the	city	to	new	students.	The	University	of	Padova	has	
adopted	 this	 central	 figure	 to	 welcome	 international	 students.	 However,	 none	 of	 the	





















the	 	 Questura	 (Immigration	 Office	 of	 the	 local	 Police	
Station)	where	Doctor	Antonio	Arena310	works	in	direct	
contact	 with	 SAOS.	 Indeed,	 SAOS	 offices	 provides	
support	 during	 the	 application	 process	 for	 residence	
permit	 (or	whenever	 students	may	need	 to	 renew	 the	
permit)	and	acts	as	a	bridge	between	the	international	
students	 and	 the	 Questura	 di	 Padova	 by	 booking	 an	
appointment	with	Doctor	Arena	and	by	mailing	all	 the	
due	documents	to	provide	(see	picture	n°5.3).		












	 Anand	 a	 31	 years-old-boy	 from	 a	wealthy	 family	 in	New	Delhi	 had	 a	 previous	




















was	 quite	 good.	 The	 beginning	 was	 tough	 for	 him	 since	 he	 felt	 ‘not	 welcomed’	 nor	
supported	in	any	manner	by	the	University	administration.		
	 The	 testimony	 of	Amitab	 outlines	 other	 issues	 related	 to	 my	 questions	 on	 its	
experience	with	the	education	in	Padova,	which	have	deeply	undermined	its	perception	
of	 the	 University	 of	 Padova	 in	 general.	When	 I	 asked	 Amitab-	 a	 25	 years-old-student	







we	 talked	 (12/12/2018).	 Nevertheless,	 probably	 most	 of	 the	 Indian	 students	 I	 have	
interviewed	 would	 agree	 with	 its	 last	 affirmation,	 and	 so	 do	 I:	 currently	 what	 the	




Questura	 where	 policemen	 speak	 mostly	 Italian	 without	 any	 support	 to	 help	 them	
understanding	 the	 language.	 This	 is	 indeed	 how	 I	 came	 into	 the	 Questura:	 SAOS	
recommends	to	the	international	students	‘	to	bring	a	friend	who	can	translate	for	them’…	
of	course	when	students	arrive,	they	do	not	have	friends,	so	this	suggestion	is	useless.	Yet,	














in	order	 to	apprehend	the	efficiency	of	 the	services	provided	by	 the	University	of	Padova.	




	 Eventually,	 I	 want	 to	 draw	 attention	 on	 the	 fact	 that	 the	 actual	 needs	 of	 the	


























5.2.1	 Before	 departure:	 the	 application	 procedure	 to	 register	 in	 the	
University	of	Padova	
o The	D-	Visa	
	 Indian	 students	 require	 a	 national	 visa	 for	 studies	 to	 enroll	 in	 an	 Italian	 Higher	
Education	 Institutions	 (Universities	 or	AFAM).	As	 the	 “Procedures	 for	 entry,	 residency	 and	
enrolment	 at	 higher	 education	 institutions	 for	 students	 requiring	 visas	 for	 higher	 education	
courses	 in	 Italy,	 for	 the	academic	year	2019-2020312”(MIUR,	2020)	have	established,	 Indian	
students	can	ask	for	a	 ‘D-VISA’	if	they	are	applying	for	a	course	which	does	not	require	an	
admission	test.	In	this	case,	the	visa	is	issued	for	1	year	(365	days)	and	might	be	renewed	only	







	 I	have	 resumed	 the	whole	application	procedure	 for	 the	D-VISA	 issue	 in	 the	 figure	
n°5.2,	which		has	been	designed	together	with	Valentina	Ierna-	the	head	of	Uni-Italia	in	New	
Delhi	during	my	interviews	at	the	Embassy	of	Italy	in	New	Delhi	in	November	2018	and	2019.	




















mother	tongue	/	regional	 language?-	 in	this	case,	 for	 instance,	 the	 linguistic	prerequisites	do	not	





































remain	 veiled.	 The	 Embassy	 limits	
itself	 in	 sending	 a	 letter	 ticking	 the	
reasons	 why	 visa	 has	 not	 been	
released.	 On	 the	 picture	 attached	
(Picture	n°5.4),	 the	 application	was	
declined	 by	 General	 Consulate	 of	
Italy	 in	 Mumbai	 as	 “	8-	 the	
information	submitted	regarding	the	
justification	 for	 the	 purpose	 	 and	
conditions	 of	 the	 intended	 stay	 are	
not	reliable”.	A	student	sent	it	to	me	
as	he	was	astonished	of	 this	 and	of	
course	 I	 could	 not	 tell	 him	 that	 he	
may	have	fooled	the	system.	This	 is	
the	only	example	of	rejection	I	have	
since	 I	 have	 mostly	 interviewed	























departing	 to	 Italy	 (not	 necessarily	 to	 Padova),	 5	 of	 them	were	 complaining	 about	 the	
length	of	the	visa	procedure:	
"I	 personally	 feel	 the	 process	 is	 a	 little	 lengthy.	 I	 also	 feel	 it	 would	 be	 better	 if	 the	 visa	
committee	who	takes	the	interview	was	the	same	of	the	one	who	stamps	the	visa	rather	than	



















































	 On	 the	 whole,	 I	 heard	much	more	 complains	 than	 compliments	 related	 to	 the	
Embassy	services	to	‘facilitate’	students	arrival	in	Italy.	When	I	came	back,	I	submitted	an	
online	survey	to	gather	further	data	which	only	confirmed	what	the	10	students	in	Delhi	
















comments	 related	 to	 the	 length	 and	 difficulty	 of	 the	 process	 and	 the	 lack	 of	 English	












which	 they	would	 be	 summoned	 at	 the	Questura	 to	 refine	 the	 residency	 permit	 issue	
(PSE).	 Beyond	 the	 visa,	 the	 university	 documentation,	 	 Indian	 students	 should	 have	 a	
private	health	insurance	and	an	eligible	house	(with	a	formal	contract).	They	must	also	
prove	to	have	sufficient	economic	resources	to	face	the	daily	expenses	of	their	University	
life	 in	 Padova.	 This	 amount	 is	 fixed	 by	 MIUR	 (2020)	 law:	 459,83€	 pro	 month	 and	
5.977,79€	pro	year,	and	a	return	ticket	(money	for	repatriation).		
	 During	my	 immersive	 fieldwork	 in	Padova,	 I	have	had	 the	occasion	 to	 ‘test’	 the	
efficiency	of	this	service	by	accompanying	some	students	to	the	Questura	and	experience	
directly	 with	 them	 the	 collection	 of	 the	 residency	 permit	 and	 the	 post-mobility	
opportunities	assessment	as	the	testimony	of	Kavita	reflects	in	the	next	lines.	
	 Kavita	 is	 a	 28-year-old	Bengali	 girl	 from	Kolkata	 (PD#27/2).	 After	 almost	 two	














The	 kind	 of	 service	 I	 voluntary	made	with	 Indian	 students	 to	 understand	 the	 process	








Italian	bureaucratic	machine,	culminated	by	the	Questura	which	 is	 the	 final	 institution	
authorized	to	conclude	the	immigration	process	locally.			




















‘UniverCity’.	 Then,	 conversely	 to	 previous	 studies	 which	 have	 analyzed	 the	 city	 and	
university	spaces	as	being	separated,	in	my	case	study	I	will	rather	underline	how	the	city	
of	Padova’s	spaces	tend	to	merge	with	those	of	the	university.	I	will	finally	evidence	that	





building,	 and	 social	 growth".	 Following	 the	 studies	 of	 Goddard	 &	 Vallance	 (2013),	


























	 Moving	 on,	 these	 premises	 convey	 the	 idea	 that	 universities	 are	 no	 longer	 the	
places	of	excellence’s	production,	of	scientific	and	basic	research	only;	they	are	also	tools	
to	 consolidate	 the	 innovative	 capabilities	 of	 local	 production	 systems.	 This	 first	
assessment	 is	 connected	 with	 my	 previous	 analysis	 (cf.Part	 2)	 of	 the	 Italian	 policies	




	 The	 transfer	 of	 knowledge	 and	 technology	 to	 urban	 and	 territorial	 contexts	
provides	an	irreplaceable	component	in	the	operating	model	for	the	central	role	of	the	













University	 of	 Padova)	 and	 Sergio	 Giordano	 (Townhall	 Mayor)	 during	 the	 Unicity	 Lab	
conference	 of	 2019319.	 Finally,	 as	Martinelli	 (2012)	 has	 evidenced:	 "Fulfilling	 its	 Third	






















the	 university	 has	 remained	 an	 institution,	 a	 pillar	 of	 the	 city's	 social	 and	 political	
structure:	it	gives	training	to	people	regardless	of	their	social	background,	and	at	the	same	
time	the	becomes	a	container	for	political	practices	and	interests	(Savino	et.	al,	2015).	It	




strategic	 actor	 of	 development	 which	 is	 able	 to	 encourage	 the	 construction	 of	





Italian	 Doctorates	 (ADI),	 together	 with	 the	 International	 Students	 Council	 (ISC)	 and	
sponsored	 by	 the	 University	 of	 Padova.	 During	 this	 meeting,	 Nebojša	 Nikolić,	 the	
spokesman	of	Ph.Ds.	at	the	Academic	Senate	of	the	University	of	Padova,	pointed	out	an	
interesting	specificity	about	Padova.	He	said	“There	is	actually	no	campus	in	Padova,	apart	




































As	 the	 map	 n°5.1	 shows,	 many	 facilities325	 are	 available	 within	 walking	 (or	 cycling)	
distance	 since	 libraries,	canteens,	studying	 rooms	etc.	 are	 conveniently	 located	next	 to	





	 This	 non-organic/	 dislocated	 spatial	 organization	 of	 the	 University	 in	 different	
part	of	the	city	might	be	a	reason	why	this	city	rapidly	adapted	to	this	young,	dynamic	and	
international	 frame	 towards	 inclusion	 and	 regenerative	 policies	 meant	 to	 overcome	
stereotypes	 on	 migrants.	 The	 definition	 adopted	 by	 Raghuram	 (2013)-	 space	 of	





	 Raghuram	(2013)	 introduced	an	 innovative	manner	of	understanding	 students'	
migration.	She	combined	Massey's	approach	(2005)	on	"space	‘as	the	sphere	of	co-existing	




significance	 of	 knowledge	 acquisition	 as	 one	 (but	 not	 the	 only)	 driver	 of	 migration."	
Therefore,	"the	 spaces	 of	 education	 are	 acted	 upon	 and	 produced	 through	
















‘Portello	 area’.	 Chapter	 6	 will	 evidence	 how	 some	 of	 these	 areas	 match	 with	 Indian	
students	daily	spaces	in	Padova.	
On	 a	more	 abstract/theoretical	 level	 here,	 I	 first	wanted	 to	 stress	 that	 I	 consider	 the	
Portello	area	where	there	is	the	Piovego	Campus,	 is	a	 'space	of	knowledge'.	The	area	is	
located	 on	 the	 juncture	 ‘in-between’	 Q1	 and	 Q2	 where	 the	 university	 buildings	 and	






































the	urban	planning	 in	Padova	has	changed	following	the	political	shifts	 	 in	the	 last	 ten	
years;	an	argument	in	favor	of	the	idea	that	the	spatial	distribution	of	urban	communities	


























also	 referred	 to	 the	 research	 lab	 working	 precisely	 on	 the	 topic	 of	 the	 UniverCity	






section	 as	 it	 represents	 a	 resource	 for	 both	 institutions	 to	 improve	 their	
internationalization	capacity.	
o An	interdisciplinary	research	lab	on	internationalization	in	Padova	
	 In	 Padova,	 the	 relationship	 bonding	 the	 city	 with	 the	 University	 has	 been	





English	 or	 American	 idea	 of	 campus	 currently	 challenged	 by	 the	 studentification	
process329.	Rather,	the	university	and	the	city	can	coexist	within	the	same	urban	space,	
interpenetrating	 each	 other.	 Indeed,	 in	 the	 cases	 of	 Italian	 university	 cities	 of	 secular	
tradition,	such	as	Padova,	the	University	and	the	City	coexist	and	merge,	to	the	extent	that	
the	University	Campus	can	coincide	with	the	entire	City	as	a	‘Univer-City’.	
	 Unicity	 Lab	 works	 following	 five	 “Research	 Lines”.	 The	 fifth	 is	 entitled	 :		
“Internationality.	Padova	node	between	the	territory	and	the	world”.	 Indeed,	Unicity	 lab	
research	line	n°	5	aims	to	identify	the	potentials	and	risks	within	the	three	THM’s	fields	
(the	 Municipality,	 the	 University	 and	 the	 Economic	 world)	 in	 order	 to	 develop:	 “the	
coordination	and	implementation	interventions	through	international	university	promotion	
strategies,	 proposal	 and	 planning	 of	 territorial	 policies,	 identify	 public	 and	 private	






























to	 numerous	 services	 and	 facilities.	 However,	 outside	 this	 well-established	 European	
program,	 it	 seems	 that	 internationalization	 and	 opening	 up	 to	 international	 students	
remain	an	isolated	and	sporadic	event.	[…]	Unfortunately,	even	on	the	part	of	UNIPD	there	
are	still	barriers	that	prevent	a	true	internationalization	:	the	documents	to	be	submitted	
translated	 certified	 [Marta	 Nalin	 gives	 the	 example	 of	 her	 partner	 who	 had	 to	 quickly	
translate	documents	relating	to	a	PhD	carried	out	abroad,	to	participate	in	a	university	call.	
[…]”	 (Nalin,	 PD180419).	We	 both	 agreed	 on	 this:	 there	 are	 a	 stigma	 and	 difficulties	








	 As	 Wood’s	 (2007)	 definition	 has	 underlined,	 interculturalism	 focuses	 on	 the	















(Council	 of	 Europe,	 2010),	 recent	 literature	 has	 identify	 two	 critics:	 interculturalism	
places	 the	 “right	 to	 difference	 as	 irrelevant”	 somehow	 in	 line	 with	 the	 assimilationist	




diversity,	and	how	to	 find	ways	 to	accommodate	and	manage	 the	new	multicultural	and	








systematically	 suit	 Italian	 cities	 (Briata,	 2014a,	 2014b;	 Briata	 et	 al.,	 2018;	 Fioretti	 &	
Briata,	2019).	In	a	way,	I	still	think	mixing	policies	can	become	a	precious	tool	to	start	
activating	 local	 transformations	 in	a	city	 like	Padova.	Building	on	 the	same	theoretical	
insights,	Briata	(2011)	engaged	in	a	discussion		about	“Ethnic	neighborhoods”	in	the	North	
of	 Italy	 (2011,	 p.15	 and	 p.106)330.	 Eventually,	 it	 cames	 out	 that	 the	 local	 government	















	 However,	 I	 believe	 Padova’s	 local	 policies	 for	 a	 more	 international	 and	
intercultural	city	should	echo	with	the	vision	of		Zachary333”	(2000)	334	in	which	hybridity	




that	 the	 local	 government	 has	 to	work	 on	 a	welfare	 system	 as	 a	 collective	 equipment	




	 On	 this	 regard,	my	 citizenship’s	 engagement	 for	 Padova	 has	 led	me	 to	witness	


























with	the	city’s	urban	agenda.	 	Similarly,	 I	strongly	believe	that	 the	 internationalization	





	 In	 this	 section,	 I	 have	 conceptualized	 the	 universities	 as	 ‘attractive	 spaces	 of	
knowledges’.	The	universities	have	to	be	considered	among	the	‘urban	attractors’	of	a	city	









go	 for	Padova	and	 the	University	 to	be	 ‘friendly’	 towards	newcomers.	 In	 this	 regard,	 I	
argue	 that	 beyond	 mixing	 policies,	 individuals	 should	 be	 placed	 at	 the	 center	 of	 the	
decision-making	process	triggering	urban	transformation	in	Padova.	
To	 conclude,	 internationalization	 is	 a	 necessary	 political	 approach	 to	 build	 a	 more	
inclusive	city	where	students	mingle	with	permanent	dwellers	and	migrants	daily.		
Conclusions	to	Chapter	5:	
	 In	 conclusion,	 the	 first	 section	 has	 shown	 how	 in	 the	 last	 ten	 years337,	 the	
University	of	Padova	has	succeeded	in	gaining	visibility	as	an	international	university	by	















services	 set	by	 the	University,	 I	 can	 come	 to	 the	 conclusion	 that	 the	University	has	 to	
improve	its	visibility	and	activities	so	that	Indian	students-	and	international	students	in	
general-	could	have	a	pleasant	immersive	experience	in	the	Italian	daily	life	in	Padova.	
Eventually	 I	want	 to	underline	 that,	although	the	SAOS	service	has	been	existing	since	















vision	 sharing	 a	 common	 strategic	 political	 vision	 aiming	 to	 implement	 its	



























islands	 presented	 in	 the	 previous	 chapter	 (n°4)	 and	 eventually	 connecting	 Padova	
together	as	an	intercultural	city:	“a	mosaic	of	small	worlds”.	
	 To	conclude,	 referring	 to	 the	case	study	of	Padova	and	 the	 literature	Chapter	5	










remains	 to	 see	 to	 what	 extent	 the	 Indian	 students'	 migration	 contributes	 to	 narrate	 a	
different	story	of	migration		in	Italy?	
	 In	answering	the	research	question,	the	final	chapter	will	lead	us	to	identify	further	














outlined	 the	 necessity	 to	 apprehend	 the	 city’s	 spaces	 as	 spaces	 of	 encounter	 in	 which	 the	
different	populations	are	likely	to	interact.	
	 As	Marconi	 (2016)	has	affirmed	 “it	 is	 in	 the	 city	 that	 the	demographic	 reality	of	 cross-









Arcella-	 will	 be	 conceptualized	 as	 a	 ‘space	 of	 global	 cultures’	 materialized	 thanks	 to	 the	
newcomers’	transnational	practices.		
	 The	 chapter	 is	 divided	 into	 two	 sections.	 The	 first	 section	 presents	 the	 results	 of	my	
interviews	with	42	 Indian	students	underlining	 their	heterogeneity	and	 the	 factors	 that	have	
attracted	them	to	Padova.	The	next	section	has	collected	Indian	students’	pathways	-or	migration	
trajectories	 from	India	 to	 life	 in	 Italy	and	their	 future	perspectives	at	 the	end	of	 the	mobility	
periode	in	Padova.	The	socio-spatial	concentration	of	Indian	students	in	some	city’s	areas	will	






	 The	 point	 is	 to	 examine	 the	 Indian	 students-migrants’	 movements	 as	 they	 evolve	 in	
everyday	 life	 spaces	 in	 the	 Italian	 social	 context	 between	 challenges,	 adventures	 and	
opportunities	of	interactions	with	the	permanent	dwellers.	The	Chapter	will	also	reveal	through	





	 This	 section	 reports	 the	 results	 of	 the	 42	 interviews	 conducted	 with	 the	 Indian	
students	 in	 Padova.	 The	 section	 first	 presents	 this	 sample	 and	 gives	 some	 background	
information	 on	 the	 students	 in	 order	 to	 apprehend	 the	 differences	 residing	 within	 the	
broader	 migratory	 group	 I	 have	 called	 “the	 Indian	 student-migrants”.	 Next	 the	 section	
investigates	 the	 factors	 which	 have	 guided	my	 informants	 in	 selecting	 the	 University	 of	
Padova.	 Indeed,	 this	 section	 is	 meant	 to	 answer	 the	 question:	 what	 are	 the	 key	 drivers	
determining	Indian	students’	choice	of	Padova	as	a	destination	for	studying	in	Italy?	Finally,	
the	 section	 evidences	 some	 challenges	 and	 opportunities	 which	 may	 have	 a	 role	 in	
influencing	students’	future	migration	pathways.	
6.1.1	 Who	 are	 the	 Indian	 students	 in	 Padova	 who	 participated	 to	 this	
research?	
o Indian	students	backgrounds.	Results	from	the	interviews	(in	%)	
	 First,	 having	 a	 closer	 look	 	 at	 the	 Indian	 students	 I	 have	 interviewed,	 over	 the	42	
students,	there	are	12	girls	and	30	boys.	The	table	8.1	collects	the	profiles	of	my	informants	
as	an	‘ID	card’.	The	results	are	expressed	in	percentage.			













AGE and STATUS  
25% of students have 24 years old. (The range is between 20 and 35%) 
85,7% of the students are single. (Only 2 were married (29 years old and  35 years old) and 
1 was engaged (28 years old).  
88,9%  is alone in Padova (has no family members there) 
FAMILY BACKGROUND 
47,6% are from the highest caste: Brahmins (7,1 % are Vaishya and 11,9% are Kshatriya ) 
71,4% declared coming “from a middle-class family: neither poor nor rich” 
54,7% have family members have studied up until the bachelor’s degree at least 
76,2 % has already traveled abroad and in Europe before (for leisure) 
EDUCATION 
76,19% has studied in private schools. 
85,7% speak fluently Hindi ; 10,7% speak a little; 3,6% do not speak Hindi 
53,6% declare speaking English “very well”. 
90,47 % studies scientific disciplines- 73,7%, are boys 26,3% are girls. 
9,52% studies humanistic disciplines- The remaining 2 girls study humanistics . 
50% have completed bachelors in India and enrolls for the master in Italy 
38,9% comes for a Ph.D 
STUDYING IN PADOVA 
For 57,1 % of students : Studying in Italy was the second choice  
98,9% enrolls in courses taught in English 
85,7% has a scholarship provided by UNIPD or by a connected Italian Fundation (Fondazione 
Cariparo, mostly) or from an EU- exchange program : Erasmus+ / joint degrees 
32,9% feels that the amount of the scholarship is not enough for the daily life in Padova 
INTEGRATION IN ITALY 
85,7% does not know the Italian language on arrival  
35,7% is not really interested in learning it during its stay  
67,9% leaves Italy with very few basic knowledge (level A1+)  
42,9% have between 1 and 10 Italian friends. 7,1% only have ‘international’ students as 
friends 
64,3% has meet between 1 to 10 Indian friends  
92,9% is not working while studying (NB: Part time job are allowed up to 20 hours a week):  
78,6% Spends most time studying and does not go out for events or parties often (³ once 
a week max.) 
59,52% likes the city and is having a good  experience; 7,1% had a negative experience 
14,3% does not want to stay in Italy neither for another degree nor for a job opportunity. 







in	 English-taught	 classes.	 They	 often	 had	 a	 previous	
education	 in	 English	 in	 private	 schools	 (76,19%)	 and	
have	grown	up	in	a	family	which	has	encourage	them	to	
invest	 in	higher	education.Indeed,	 the	table	shows	that	
the	 respondents	 support	 their	mobility	 period	 in	 Italy	
through	 various	 sources	 of	 funding	 out	 of	 which	 the	
majority	of	them	are	fully	funded	by	various	scholarships	
from	 the	 Italian	 University,	 from	 Italian	 private	
foundations	 or	 from	 European	 programs	 (85,7%)	 (see	





the	 life	 cost	 variable:	 indeed,	 32,9%	 declares	 having	 limited	 economic	 resource.	 The	
testimony	of	Laxmi	 is	a	good	example:	“it	 is	good,	but	 I	never	go	outside,	 to	restaurant	 for	
dinners,	 I	mean	 for	 a	 coffee	 or	 a	 spritz	 ok,	 but	 otherwise	 I	 eat	 in	 the	 canteen	 or	 at	 home.	
Therefore,	 I	want	 to	 find	a	 part	 time	 job	 in	 the	weekends.”	 (PD#38/2	on	27/02/2019).	 It’s	
scholarship	is	5.600€	for	one	year.	
	 Regarding	 integration	 in	 Italy,	a	considerable	share	of	 the	students	does	not	know	
Italian	 and	 35,7%	 of	 them	 is	 not	willing	 to	 learn	 it	 during	 such	 a	 ‘short	 stay’,	 especially	
because	its	course	is	led	in	English	and	because	they	mostly	interact	among	the	international	

















provides	 information	 that	anticipate	 their	 future	 intentions	 to	stay	or	 leave	 Italy.	 Indeed,	








beginning	of	 an	 ‘itinerant	 life’	 (brain	 circulation’-	 see	:	Han	 et	 al.,	 2015;	Mahroum,	2000;	
Singh	&	Krishna,	2015;	Tremblay,	2005;	Van	Mol	&	Ekamper,	2016).	By	following	these	three	
theoretical	 tracks,	 the	 results	 of	 my	 research	 present	 the	 different	 ways	 in	 which	 the	
heterogeneous	 group	 of	 Indian	 students-	 migrants	 in	 Padova	 pursue	 their	 migration’s	
pathways.	I	will	use	the	Indian	students’	stories	to	discuss	their	mobility,	taking	into	account	
all	the	other	data	collected	through	interviews.		



















the	 diversity	 of	 social	 backgrounds,	 economic	 status	 and	 religious	 believe	 which	 are	
characteristic	of	a	country-continent	as	India.		Many	other	analyses	could	be	conducted	to	
interrelate	these	profiles	in	further	research.	Indeed,	the	stories	of	all	of	them	are	connected	













































	 During	our	 interview	in	the	Embassy,	Valentina	Ierna	had	stressed	that	 the	Indian	
students'	 approach	 to	 applying	 for	 college	 studies	 is	 very	 similar	 to	 that	 of	 American	
students.	What	about	the	Indian	students	in	Padova	then?			













Education	 Institution	 in	 Italy349.	 I	 have	 reported	 the	 reasons	 of	 this	 choice	 for	 the	 #42	
interviewed	students	in	a	synthetic	graphic	(n°6.1).		
The	category	 ‘recruitment/recommendation’	 refers	 to	 those	students	who	have	decide	 to	
study	in	Padova	following	someone’s	advice:	either	a	professor	from	their	origin	university,	
a	senior	student	or	a	family	member,	confirming	what	Valentina	Ierna	mentioned:	“Family	






2017),	 when	 Indian	 students	 have	 matured	 the	 idea	 of	 studying	 abroad,	 in	 Italy,	 they	




	 This	 is	 also	 one	 of	 the	 main	 benefit	 that	 Indian	 students	 perceive	 in	 coming	 to	
Padova’s	 University:	 a	 high	 quality	 of	 education	 which	 is	 not	 available	 in	 their	 home	
countries	(Brooks	&	Waters,	2011;	Hercog	&	van	de	Laar,	2017;	OECD,	2019;	Unesco,	2019).	
Indeed,	UNIPD	has	some	excellences	in	terms	of	courses	and	unique	tools	it	provides	to	be	























how	 the	 place	 they	would	 have	 studied	 in	 is	 perceived	 from	 the	 outside.	 Indeed,	 as	 two	














between	 900€	 and	 4.000€/year	 in	 public	 universities;	 and	 between	 6.000€	 and	
20.000€/year	in	private	universities	such	as	AFAM351(EMN,	2018).	On	this	regard,	IN#20/1	














	 Indeed,	 on	 top	 of	 the	 low	 fees,	 the	 university	 also	 offers	 a	 large	 number	 of	
scholarships	 	 (7.700352)	 in	 the	 spirit	 of	 inclusiveness	 encouraged	 by	 #SDG4.	 Indeed,	 the	
University	of	Padova	and	the	Veneto	Region	offer	several	fee-waiver	options,	with	funding	
opportunities	addressed	to	talented	international	students	from	all	over	the	world,	having	
obtained	 their	 previous	 degree	 outside	 Italy,	 and	wishing	 to	 enroll	 in	 one	 of	 the	 “degree	
courses	held	in	English	at	the	University	of	Padua”.	























However,	 economic	 factors	 alone	 are	 not	 enough	 to	 encourage	 the	movement	 of	 ‘brains’	
(OECD	2019,	p.230).	 	
6.1.3	“Why	did	you	choose	the	University	of	Padova?’	Individual	factors.	
	 As	 reported	 in	 B6	 indicator	 of	 the	 OECD	 report	 of	 2019	 beyond	 the	 education	
capacity;	 the	 differential	 between	 origin	 and	 destination	 skills	 needs	 and	 the	 economic	
factors;	noneconomic	factors	play	a	role	as	well:	political	stability	and	culture	and	religion	in	
the	destination	country.	The	latter	should	be	then	combined	with	the	proximity	lens	which	
encourage	 the	 movement	 of	 international	 students	 in	 nearby-	 countries	 either	
geographically	 speaking,	 or	 in	 terms	 of	 language.	 For	 example:	 Indians	 generally	 prefer	
























the	 next	 paragraph,	 there	 are	 many	 reasons-	 ‘determinants’-	 leading	 Indian	 students	 to	




















first	 choice	 but	 I	 had	 family	 there	and	 thought	 that	 the	mobility	 could	have	 contributed	 in	




















	 From	the	23	 interviews353	of	 the	 Indian	students	applying	 to	study	 in	 Italy,	61,9%	
have	declared	having	an	Indian	friend	who	is	already	studying	in	Italy.	I	tried	to	have	more	
information	 on	 the	 extent	 to	 which	 this	 prior	 relationship	 could	 have	 influence	 their	
decisions	to	choose	Italy	out	of	other	destinations,	Graphic	n°6.4	shows	the	results	where	
students	 express	 that	 this	 element	 is	 “quite	 relevant”	 but	 they	had	 in	mind	 to	 go	 abroad	
anyways	for	50%	of	them.		
Out	of	this	result,	one	can	wonder	“Does	the	presence	of	a	network	in	the	destination	country	








the	 Indian	community	 it	 is	a	coincidence,	and	 if	 this	happens	 then	yes,	we	can	say	 that	 this	












































































talks	 between	 2017	 and	 2020	 to	 understand	what	 they	 do	 everyday	 (Certeau	&	Rendall,	
1984;	Durand	et	al.,	2018;	Javeau,	1982),	alone,	together,	or	with	others	during	their	short	
stay	 in	 the	 city	of	Padova	across	 two	dimensions	evidenced	by	 the	&SoC:	 structured	and	
perceived	(CF	Chapter	2).	
I	have	used	the	&SoC	model	to	apprehend	where	and	how	the	Indian	community	and	the	
Indian	students	(as	part	of	 the	 latter),	move	and	evolve	 in	the	city	of	Padova	while	being	
rooted	and	connected	with	a	broader	transnational	social	space	“mother	India”.	All	in	all,	the	
case-studies	of	the	#10	Indian	students	as	Indian	students-migrants	express	from	the	very	
beginning	 that	 their	 ‘abroad	adventure’	will	 lead	 them	back	–	 return	brain-gain,	with	 the	
intention	 to	 operate	 transformations	 there,	 ‘at	 home,	 in	 India’	 (Bharti	 category);	 for	 the	


















(1)	 Bureaucratic	 offices;	 (2)	 Housing;	 (3)	 Studying;	 (4)	 Leisure/activities/sports;	 (5)	
Socializing.	
	
	 The	 colors	 correspond	 to	 the	 Indian	 students	 case-
studies	 (See	 Picture	 n°6.1).	 I	 will	 explore	 each	 layer	 to	
apprehend	the	spaces	in	which	these	students	having	a	regard	
to	 their	 experiences	 of	 this	 places:	 what	 do	 they	 do	 there?	
These	elements	will	be	helpful	in	analysing	in	the	next	pages,	
the	 impacts	 of	 the	presence	of	 international	 students-	 as	 the	

























































this	university	 I	 faced	some	difficulties,	now	I	am	completely	aware	of	 those	difficulties	and	





































bus	U12,	see	map	n°6.5	 )	she	could	have	had	a	more	 immersive	experience	 in	 the	city	of	
Padova	beyond	the	university	for	studies.		
	 Reflecting	 the	 tables’	numbers,	 the	map	n°6.6	 illustrates	a	 concentration	of	 Indian	






































the	 campus.	 However,	 Agripolis	 has	 few	 residences	 for	 students	 and	 the	 rooms	 for	
international	 students	 are	 about	 20.	 Laxmi	 said	 that	 his	 friend,	Mohan	 is	 living	 on	 the	
Agripolis	 campus	 studying	 ‘Italy	 food	 and	wine’. Laxmi	 is	 really	disappointed	 to	have	 to	
commute	with	a	40-minutes-ride	by	bike	every	day	to	go	from	Padova	Q5	to	Legnaro.	He	





















and	Kavita	 have	 declared	 that	 they	 will	 drink	 a	 Spritz	 [typical	 Venitian	 orange	 drink	 for	
aperitif]	everyday	as	long	as	they	are	in	Padova	as	it	is	delicious	and	cheaper	than	it	was	in	
France.	All	of	them	seem	adapted	to	the	Italian	lifestyle	and	combine	work	with	entertainment	
features	 almost	 every	 day”	 (Diary	 notes	 on	 18/02/2019,	 after	 the	 ‘Folk	 dance’	 class,	 my	
underlining).	



















































The	 Best	 Price	 Indian	 Shop	 (BPIS)	 and	 the	 temple	 are	 places	where	 to	meet	 the	 Indian	
























	 The	 analysis	 of	 students’	 spatialization	 in	 Padova	 has	 evidenced	 two	 important	
outputs.	First,	Indian	students’	daily	experiences	are	conditioned	by	the	place	in	which	they	
live	and	study	in	the	city.	Aroti,	Jobah	and	Laxmi	Kartik	experiences	have	evidenced	that	




































&SoC	model	which	 combines	 the	 insights	 of	 the	Chicagoans	 encompassing	 the	 city	 as	 an	
ecosystem	 	mingling	 spaces	 and	 human	 communities	 and	 the	 structured,	 perceived	 and	
spatial	dimensions	part	of	the	Sense	of	Community	model	(1990-	cfr	Chapter	2).	Going	back	
to	our	theoretical	hints	 from	Chapter	2,	Chavis	and	Wadersman	(1990)	has	 identified	the	
positive	 relationship	 between	 	 the	 "sense	 of	 community"	 and	 people’s	 propensity	 to	
participate358	in	the	city	where	they	live	(Ambrosini,	2020).	In	this	pattern,	thinking	about	









in	 the	 Italian	 daily	 lifestyle	 and	 to	 be	 included	 in	 social	 life	 activities.	 The	 structured	
dimension359		connecting	people	is	central	for	the	inclusion	scope	(See	Conceptual	map	n°6.1	
excerpt	of	the	&SoC	model).	The	structured	dimension	can	be	interpreted	as	micro-social	




















On	 this	 regard,	 referring	 to	 Castles	 and	 Miller	 :	 “[...]	 The	 migratory	 process	 needs	 to	 be	
understood	 in	 its	 totality	 as	 a	 complex	 system	 of	 social	 interactions	 with	 a	 wide	 range	 of	
institutional	structures	and	informal	networks	in	both	sending	and	receiving	countries,	and	at	
the	international	level.”	(Ibid.,	1998,	p.284).		
As	Chapter	1	had	 reminded,	 the	 concept	 of	 'networks'	was	 introduced	by	 sociologists	 as	
Thomas	&	Znaniecki	(1918-1920).	Following	Massey	et	al.	(1998)	migration	networks	can	
be	defined	as:	 “sets	of	 interpersonal	 ties	 that	 connect	migrants,	 former	migrants,	 and	non-	










of	 encounter	as	 the	university	and	 the	 Indian	places	 in	Arcella	 foster	 the	 creation	of	 this	


























other	 personal	 variables	 faced	 in	 their	 new	 environment	 rather	 than	 economic	 reasons	
(amount	of	the	scholarship,	daily	expenses,	jobs)	as	challenging	their	experience	abroad.	The	
















almost	 impossible	to	make	friends,	 forget	girlfriends.”He	even	talked	about	 ‘homesickness’:	




	 Wrapping	 up,	 in	 Padova,	my	 fieldwork	has	 led	me	 to	 observe	 an	 extension	 of	 the	




















































in	 Ponte	 di	 Brenta.	 Indian	 students	 who	 are	 not	 working	 generally	 live	 close	 to	 their	



















city’s	 spaces	 (Donaldson	 et	 al.,	 2014;	 Povrzanovič	 Frykman	 &	 Malmö	 Högskola,	 2004;	
Raghuram,	2013).		For	example,	the	“Shree	Salasar	Mandir”	located	in	the	‘Mushroom	area’	




































spaces	 coincide	 with	 city’s	 neighborhoods	 and	 can	 be	 identified	 as	 ‘space	 of	 places363’	
(Castells,	1996,	p.	409);	 the	neighborhood	materialized	on	Padova’s	city	map	as	 ‘space	of	
global	cultures’	(Q2)	and	‘space	of	knowledge’	(Q3)	(see		conceptual	map	n°6.3)	are	connected	
by	 the	 ‘space	 of	 flows’-	 the	 flow	of	 international	 students	 and	 of	migrants.	 All	 in	 all,	 it	 is	





	 The	abroad	 journey	 takes	 into	account	 the	 ‘university	 experience’	 as	 an	educative	

































	 The	 following	 table	 n°6.4,	 partly	 inspired	 by	 the	 work	 of	 Mukherjee	 and	 Chanda364	
(2012),	 sums	up	 the	 challenges	 faced	by	 Indian	 students	 in	Padova.	 In	my	 case,	 the	 variable	
reported	are	defined	as	‘challenges	and	opportunities’;	they	have	been	extracted	from	the	coded	
contents	of	the	interviews	and	mirrors	the	trend	of	most	of	the	sample.	Talking	about	challenges	




	 42	 Indian	 students	have	participated	 to	my	research	actively.	On	 the	whole	out	of	42	























Challenges & opportunities faced while studying in Padova For Indian students 







Non-veg food  Disturbing 
The mandatory Italian language Difficult  
La ‘Dolce vita’: “Spritz, Flirts, and Rock&roll” Disturbing 
Education with ‘carrying professors’ Enjoyable 




Socialization Difficult  
Building a transnational network Feasible 





Strict student visa  norms Difficult 
Visa regulation for employment Very difficult 
Residency permit renewal Difficult 
Housing Few Residence rooms Difficult 
Wary owners Very difficult 
Expenses High cost of living Affordable 
Few part-time jobs Difficult 















the	most	 frequently	 cited	 difficulty	 are	 the	 existing	 language	 and	 cultural	 differences.	 A	
number	 of	 respondents	 believe	 that	 insufficient	 knowledge	 of	 the	 Italian	 language	 could	
hamper	 daily	 life	 and	will	 have	 dampening	 effects	 on	 their	 job	 prospects.	 The	 language	
parameter	remains	mostly	disturbing	for	daily	life	matters	yet	67,9%	have	declared	leaving	
Italy	with	very	few	basic	knowledges	(level	A1+)	(Table	n°6.4).	On	my	whole	sample,	Anand	






	 In	 my	 interviews	 at	 the	 Embassy	 with	 Valentina	 Ierna,	 she	 was	 affirming:	 “	 The	
migration	of	 Indians	 to	 Italy	constitute	a	brain	gain”.	Adding	 that:	 “a	country	 that	 loses	 its	
















	 The	data	 from	my	sample	 reveals	 that	35%	of	 them	will	 return	 to	 India,	 the	most	








(Roberts,	 2017),	 	 the	 students	 part	 of	 my	 sample	 make	 no	 exception.	 Young	 students	
generally	 stay	 for	 one	 year	 and	 then	 evaluate	whatever	 going	 back	 to	 India	 or	 enjoying	
another	abroad	experience.	The	graphic	n°6.9	resumes	the	‘short	period’	in	which	students	
generally	stay	which	is	culminate	by	temporary	stays	of	1	year	in	50%	of	the	cases.	
































low	 capacity	 to	 retain	 students	 is	 affected	by	 a	 complicated	bureaucratic	machine	which	
obstacle	students	who,	like	Hanee	had	the	intention	to	stay.	Hanee	would	have	stayed	if	he	
could.	 He	 arrived	 for	 the	 first	 time	 in	 2015.	 He	 confessed	 that	 he	 struggled	 a	 lot	 at	 the	




Italy	as	he	 fell	 ‘completely	 in	 love	with	this	country’	A	 job	offers	came	from	an	 industry	 in	

































in	Padova,	 I	have	noticed	that	generally	 the	 ‘students-migrants’,	 talented	brains	that	 Italy	
hopes	 to	attract	and	 retain	 (Ambasciata	d’Italia	 -	 INDIA,	2015;	EMN,	2018)	are	generally	




	“The	 friendship	 I	built	 there	[in	Padova]	are	unique,	and	my	dear	 Indian	 friends	are	still	 in	
touch	with	me.	It	is	nice	to	see	that	my	experience	in	UNIPD	favored	a	‘community	building’	of	






Italian	and	 in	Italy	you	can’t	work	without	knowing	the	 local	 language.	 In	Germany,	on	the	
contrary,	 English	 is	 widely	 spread	 at	 University	 and	 outside,	 so	 I	 have	 taken	 the	 “more	
comfortable”	way”	(Anjana,	#29/2).	












universities,	 they	 come	 from	 different	 social	 and	 economic	 backgrounds,	 yet,	 once	 they	
arrive	in	Italy	it	seems	that	the	differences	separating	them	become	smoother	by	the	fact	that	
they	 are	 all	 disoriented	 and	 face	 similar	 experiences	 punctuated	 by	 challenges	 and	
opportunities.	Indeed,	beyond	the	economic	factors	appealing	Indian	students	in	UNIPD	with	
a	 ‘free	 education’;	 the	 political	 dimension	 -strategies	 for	 the	 attraction	 of	 International	












(Awaara).	The	results	of	data	analysis	have	argued	 in	 favor	of	a	 ‘migration	as	circulation’	
paramounting	the	brain	drain/gain	theories.		
	 Next	in	section	6.2,	I	have	stressed	the	spatialization	of	Indian	students	in	their	daily	
activities	 including	 studying,	 housing,	 socializing,	 undertaking	 bureaucratic	 procedures.	




had	 revealed,	 personal	 factors	were	 key	 reasons	which	 determined	the	 return	migration	
decision	of	 informants	 as	well.	 The	main	 reason	 evidenced	 in	my	 study	 is	 the	 ‘marriage	
question’.	 Other	 reasons	 are	the	 sense	 of	 duty,	 belonging	 and	 attachment	 to	 their	 home	
country,	ties	to	family	and	friends,	and	a	preference	for	the	lifestyle	back	home.		All	of	these	
elements	are	represented	on	the	SoC	Conceptual	map	n°6.2	by	the	arrow	“perceived	control”	
from	 ‘Mother	 India’	 with	 whom	 they	 share	 emotional	 bonds	 outlining	 the	 transnational	
nature	of	Indian	students-migrants.		









students	 in	Padova	(cricket	and	yoga),	evidencing	 the	capacity	of	 these	subjects	 to	give	a	
spatial	 expression	 to	 social	 relationship,	 thereby	 facilitating	 encounters	 and	 social	
interactions	between	the	‘temporary	dwellers’	and	the	‘permanent	ones’.	These	encounters	












restrictive	 context	 of	 COVID_19	 emergency,	 we	 should	 wait	 months	 (perhaps	 years)	 for	
seeing	whatever	the	‘overlapping	of	daily	practices’	(Tumminelli,	2010)	as	yoga	in	Prato	della	
Valle,	are	likely	‘to	produce	new	spaces	of	collective	memory’	(Tarrius,	1993)	as	well	as	the	










At	 the	 meantime,	 there	 are	 evidence	 that	 Indian	 students	 them-selves	 complain	 about	
Italians’	confusion	about	Indians/Bengladeshi/Pakistani.	In	the	case	of	Indian	migrants	in	












































organization.	 I	 remind	 that	 the	 aim	 of	 this	 thesis	 was	 twofold:	 epistemological	 and	
empirical.	


















	 Plenty	 of	 sociological	 perspectives	 have	 studied	 the	 city	 and	 its	 ‘spaces	
transformations’.	The	approach	I	have	initially	followed	is	the	Chicagoans	one,	assessing	the	











considerations	 like	 the	 concentration	 of	 Indians	 and	 students	 in	 some	 areas	 of	 the	 city.	
Following	Ostanel	(2017),	I	have	taken	inspiration	from	the	definition	of	Tosi	(2001)	and	
define	 "the	 neighborhood	 as	 a	 set	 of	 social	 relations	 and	 meanings	 spatially	
configured"(Ostanel,	 2017,	 p.74)	which	 explains	 its	morphological	 variability	 across	 time	
insofar	as	the	community	and	social	interactions	happening	there,	produce	more	effects	than	
policies	 alone.	 For	 me,	 the	 neighborhood	 is	 a	 non-static	 unit	 that	 is	 framed	 by	 defined	
borders	which	are	continuously	modified	by	the	local	administration	and	by	the	actions	of	
local	community	interacting	in	it	and	not	a	natural	phenomenon	alone.	Somehow,	Fischer’s	
city’s	definition	reintegrating	 the	one	of	Park	was	 judicious:	 cities	are	diverse	mosaics	of	















time,	and	who	 interact	 in	a	physical	environment.	All	along	 the	 thesis	my	 focus	has	been	
plotted	on	the	 idea	that	the	city	of	Padova	could	be	a	place	where	migrants	(co)-produce	
spaces.	Martinotti’s	work,	as	well	as	Borelli’s	one,	have	been	deeply	insightful	in	helping	me	
construct	 an	 updated	 version	 of	 the	 study	 of	 urban	 communities	 in	 Italy,	 starting	 from	
Chicagoans	theoretical	assessments.		In	Chapter	2,	I	have	designed	an	integrated	model	for	
the	 city	 of	 Padova	 to	 apprehend	 it	 through	 the	 ‘urban	 kaleidoscope’	 (Dematteis	 2014)	 a	
poetical	concept	that	perfectly	depicts	the	case	study	of	the	Indian	Community	in	Padova,	as	
part	of	the	mosaic	of	small	words	characterizing	the	city	(Park,	1925).	
	 Indeed,	my	approach	has	 retrieved	 ‘glimpses	of	 Chicagoans	 theory’,	 reflections	on	
human	 interaction	 in	 the	 urban	 field	 (what	 I	 called	 spatial	 interplay)	 and	 merged	 this	
perspective	with	a	vision	of	the	city	as	a	local	and	social	frame	where	social,	political	and	
economic	 processes	 occur.	 This	 conceptual	 frame-	 &SoC-	 was	 built	 upon	 the	 Sense	 of	







have	 called	 ‘a	 set	of	places’	 in	Chapter	6.	 	 In	 this	pattern,	 I	 can	depict	 the	 city	 is	 a	 set	of	







should	have	a	 look	at	 its	totality	and	plurality369.	 In	other	words,	when	apprehending	the	




Padova	 has	 emphasized	 how	migrants’	 everyday	 life	 is	 built	 through	mobility	 pathways,	
lines,	 interplays	 connecting	 spaces	 along	with	 a	 rhythmical	 time	 schedule	 of	 activities	 of	
socialization,	 sport	 and	 entertainment	 characterizing	 students-migrants	 hybrid	 life.	





your	abroad	experience	 (as	Sareena	did).	 In	many	ways,	 the	homesickness	was	a	 central	
issue	in	the	case	of	Aroti	which	evidenced	that	if	you	live	too	far	from	the	city-center	where	
socialization	activities	 take	place,	 your	experience	 is	 resumed	 to	a	 sad	 routine	of	 ‘metro-
boulot-dodo’	(commute	transportation	mode-work-sleep-repeat).	



















theories	 of	 1930s,	 I	 believe,	 just	 as	 Acocella	 (2010)	 that	 Chicago’s	 scholar	work,	 namely	




a	 symbolic	 interactionist	 approach	 to	 the	 spatialization	 of	 Human	 communities	 as	 a	
transnationalist	 flow	of	people,	 this	approach	 to	study	human	communities,	keeps	a	high	
validity	 in	 the	 field	 of	 urban	 studies	 and	 confirms	 hypothesis	 1370.	 Thus,	 the	 discussion	
assesses	the	validity	of	Chicagoans’	original	approach	while	going	beyond	the	latter	
with	new	insights-	symbolic	interactionism	and	transnationalism-	to	narrate	the	daily	





















2000372)	and	recently	 	 Indian	students	(2010-2015373)	attending	Italian	Universities	 for	a	
short-term	period	(Chapter	5).		
	 Following	 these	 premises,	 my	 second	 goal	 was	 to	 study	 human’s	 profiles,	 life-
histories,	and	 life-organization	(everyday	 life)	 in	a	 limited	time	and	space,	and	thus	not	a	








that	 he	 city	 re-molds	 human	 nature	 and	 each	 city	 produces	 its	 own	 personality	 type	
influencing	the	daily	city	life.		
	 As	Chapter	4	has	discussed,	the	urban	space	has	a	high	internal	differentiation.	The	
increase	 of	 students	 flows	 arriving	 from	 all	 over	 the	 world	 to	 the	 University	 of	 Padova	
(Chapter	3	and	5)	fosters	changes	in	the	city	where	these	new	city-users	express	new	needs	


















like	 squares	 (Prato	 della	 Valle	 for	 strolls	 or	 Yoga);	 parks	 (Parco	 Morandi	 for	 Crickets),	
parking	lots	(In’s	supermarket	parking	space	for	Badminton)	but	also	social	places	such		as	
the	houses	and	facilities	hosting	events	and	parties	celebrating	Indian	traditions.	The	way	
Indian	 apprehend	 public	 spaces	 as	 the	 latter	 remain	 largely	 invisible	 compared	 to	 the	
practice	 of	 spaces	 of	 migrants	 coming	 from	 other	 countries.	 The	 empirical	 data	 have	
reported	how	this	invisibility	comes	out	from	the	community	willing	to	‘avoid	troubles’:	“we	




the	 eyes	 of	 the	 permanent	 dwellers,	 may	 become	 a	 place	 of	 interaction	 and	 encounters	
between	the	Indian	community	and	the	others.	All	in	all,	this	study	has	also	highlighted	how	
time	is	a	relevant	variable	to	observe	social	phenomena:	the	most	visible	traces	of	the	Indian	
community	 in	 Padova	 are	 the	 output	 of	 human	 actions	 over	 time	while	 the	most	 recent	
remains	 accessible	 to	 a	 close	network.	 I	 had	 immediately	witnessed	how	 this	 group	was	
‘close’	and	invisible	when	starting	my	journey	in	trailing	the	Indian	traces	in	Padova.		
The	 professional	 and	 cultural	 group	 I	 went	 to	 explore	 (Indian	 students-migrants)	 has	
characteristics	 and	 interests	 that	 distinguish	 it	 from	 other	 international	 student	 groups,	
namely	an	attitude	of	being	‘in-between	two	countries’	towards	transnational	existences.		
o Italy:	a	gateway	for	talents…returning	to	India.		
	 The	 thesis’	 considerations	 of	 Part	 2	 have	 also	 enriched	 our	 understanding	 of	 soft	
power	strategies	bringing	worldwide	countries	in	a	competition	to	attract	‘brains’.	Indeed,	
European	 countries	 economies	 have	 recognized	 the	 benefits	 of	 international	 students’	
mobility	as	‘a	key	trade	engine	for	growth’	ensuring	mutual	gains	for	sending	and	receiving	
countries	involved	(Mukherjee	&	Chanda,	2012,	p.2).	I		also	stressed	the	favorable	political	
conditions	(international	agreements)	 that	bring	 Indian	students-	migrants	 to	 join	 Italian	
Universities.	 Next,	 Chapter	 6	 has	 demonstrated	 how	 the	 migration	 pathways	 of	 Indian	
students-migrants	does	not	end	in	Italy	but	continues,	either	somewhere	else	in	Europe	or	
in	India.	This	assessment	about	Indian	students-migrants’	migratory’s	trajectories	on	a	local	













from	the	other	side	of	 the	globe,	 in	 India.	The	selection	of	migrants	occurs	 in	 light	of	 the	











migrants’	 (Chapter	 3,	 see:	 Ambrosini,	 2019,	 2020),	 and	 more	 generally	 it	 seems	 that	
international	students	who	are	welcomed	through	political	agreements	attracting	them	to	
Italian	cities	are	more	likely	to	be	accepted	and	perhaps	included	in	the	daily	life	of	Italian	
permanent	 dwellers	 in	medium	 cities	 like	 Padova.	 Indeed,	 empirical	 evidence	 cope	with	
Raghuram’s	assessment:	“knowledge	has	become	a	hallmark	of	the	desirable	migrant	subject	











of	 an	 under-studied	 category:	 international	 students	 participating	 to	 the	 migration	 of		
knowledge.				
	 By	ascribing	Indian	students	as	‘students-	migrants’	I	have	shed	light	on	the	hybridity	
and	 heterogeneity	 of	 this	 migrant’s	 group	 and	 confirmed	 the	 second	 hypothesis374.	The	





outreach	 policies	 and	 on	 the	 university	 student	 exchange	 triggering	 continous	 flows	 of	























rethink	 the	 city	 in	 light	 of	 the	 processes	 and	 flows	 activated	 by	 the	 globalization”.	 A	










	 The	 thesis	has	provided	a	 city-definition	encompassing	 the	 relational	 and	 cultural	
dimensions	 to	 have	 an	 overview	 of	 the	 spatialization	 of	 the	 heterogeneity	 and	 of	 the	
DiverCity	(Chapter	2).	As	Fraser	(2009)	put	it,	“instead	of	using	a	rich	organic	metaphor	to	
reduce	the	city	to	a	static	concept”,	I	have	rather	used	integrative	theories	and	metaphor	to	




manage	 the	new	 intercultural	and	diverse	population	of	 the	city?	 	 If	 interculturalism	 is	a	
"project	 to	 rediscover	 the	 importance	 of	 urbanity"	 as	 declared	by	 	 G.	Marconi	 (Marconi	&	





Padova	 is	 characterized	 by:	 (1)	 spaces	 with	 a	 high	 concentration	 of	 people	 and	 places	
(chapters	6,7,8)	like	the	multiethnic	neighborhood	‘Arcella’,	a	‘space	of	global	cultures’;	(2)	a	





temporary	 dwellers	 (students,	 migrants,	 city	 users),	 which	 sometimes	 cross	 or	 overlap	
mutual	practices	of	Padova	daily	spaces.	(3)	Networks	and	flows	crossing	the	city	in	the	in-
between	 ‘space	 of	 flows’	 and	 activating	 generative	 mechanisms	 of	 further	 network	 (see	













space).	 The	 results	 from	 the	 interviews	 commented	 in	 Chapter	 6	 have	 confirmed	 what	
Martinotti	(1993,	p.65)	had	reminded:	cities	are	created	out	of	individuals’	necessities	to	live	
in	a	closest	relationship	with	others.	The	case	study	of	Padova	has	thus	represented	these	
‘spaces	 of	 places’	 which	 are	 the	 output	 of	 many	 aggregations	 ongoing	 in	 different	
neighborhoods	and	in	relatively	large	physical	distances.			 		
	 The	 thesis	 has	 finally	 highlighted	 that	 cities	 are	 not	 only	 places	 of	 information,	
exchanges,	 and	 networks,	 today	 “cities	 are	 networks	 by	 themselves”	 (Patassini,	 2019).	 In	
acknowledging	 the	centrality	of	networks,	 I	have	abandoned	 the	assimilation	 theory,	and	









global	 level	 surrounding	 and	 controlling	 the	 experiences	 of	 Indian	 students-migrants	 in	





complex	 organic	 balance	 requiring	 the	 use	 of	 the	 symbolic	 interactionism	 approach	 to	
capture	 the	 transnational	 life	 they	 carry	 on.	 Eventually,	 by	 assessing	 the	 interactions	
between	the	urban	space	and	the	human	community	following	the	Chicagoans’	hints,	I	have	
framed	the	city	of	Padova	as	an	ecosystem	built	by	the	Sense	of	Community	-“&SoC”	-	where	
Indian	 students-migrants	 act	 as	 a	 “bridge”	 (or	 crossing	 and	 convergence	 point)	


































variables	 of	 the	 ecosystem	 (&SoC).	 Once	 again,	 Park’s	 vision	 of	 the	 “city	 as	 a	 social	
laboratory”,	 suits	my	 case	 as	 it	 echoes	with	 the	 current	 urban	 policies	 envisioned	 under	
Padova	2020	as	the	European	capital	of	volunteer	work375.		What	kind	of	approach	shall	we	


























in	 the	 coming	 years,	 a	model	 of	 a	 city	where	 cosmopolitan	 areas	 are	 perceived	 by	 local	



























	 On	the	one	hand,	 the	 thesis	has	shown	how	the	migration	of	 international	students	 is	



















	 I	 therefore	 end	with	 an	 invitation	 to	 other	 scholars	 interested	 in	 this	 field,	 to	 further	


























































center	 Asian	 citizens";	 "Asia";	 "Total	 of	 non-EU	 citizens".	 Source:	 ANPAL	 (2017).	 Personal	 revisitation	 in	
English.	..........................................................................................................................................................................................................	118 



















Graphic	 6.2:	 "Was	 Italy	 your	 first	 choice?"-	 results	 of	 the	 interview	 PD#..../2	 on	 42	 students	 in	 %.	 Own	
Elaboration	08/2020.	..............................................................................................................................................................................	247 


















Figure	3.5:Number	of	 international	 students	migrants	worldwide	 from	2011	 to	2016.	 Source:	 IOM,	Unesco	
2018.	...............................................................................................................................................................................................................	125 




























Photography	 3.4:Mrs	 Ierna	 with	 Jack	 and	 Olivia(FPP	 EDU	 MEDIA	 delegates),	 in	 the	 	 first	 FPP	 India	 tour	
12/4/19.	Picture	from	the	official	FB	page	of	UNi	Italia-India.	............................................................................................	141 
Photography	3.5:	 	Mrs.	Petracca	and	 Ierna	@	Amity	University	Noida	on	21/2/19	during	 the	 INBUSH	ERA	
WORLD	SUMMIT	2019.	.Picture	from	the	official	FB	Uni	Italia-India	page.	....................................................................	141 
Photography	 3.6:	 Mrs	 Petracca	 and	 Ierna	 opening	 a	 presentation	 in	 and	 Indian	 School	 with	 a	 traditional	
welcoming	ritual	(20/2/19)-	………………………………………………………………….141 















































































Map	 6.10:	 Leisure/activities/sports	 places	 of	 10	 Indian	 students.	 Data	 from	 Interviews	 PD#.../2.	 Own	
elaboration	on	GoogleMap,	09/20.	....................................................................................................................................................	262 

















Sketchedmap	 4.1:Indian,	 Bangladeshi	 and	 Pakistani	 migrants	 by	 neighborhoods	 in	 Padova.	 Personal	
elaboration	of	Townhall	data	on	31.12.2018,	tav.2.70.	............................................................................................................	177 
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	 If	 the	 aim	 of	 human	 ecology	 is	 to	 consider	 many	 components	 (population,	 environment,	
organization)	at	once,	rather	than	focusing	on	single	items	and	their		possible	relationships	to	depict	
the	city	as	a	fluid	body,	the	inclusion	of	further	components	transcending	any	single	discipline	seemed	
to	be	 the	correct	solution	 for	me.	This	 integration	 is	what	other	researchers	have	done	before	me.	
Duncan377		for	example,	who	found	that	some	components	were	lacking	within	the	great	theoretical	








more	 contemporary	 narration	 of	 the	 city	 as	 a	 cultural	 substructure	 where	 economy	 and	 political	






















the	pyramid	allows	a	vertical	movement	 from	one	behavior	 to	another,	 the	point	 is	 to	know	when	






































	 I	 arranged	 this	methodological	 section	 in	 the	 order	 of	 the	 intellectual	 journey	 I	 went	
through	before	coming	to	see	the	role	that	deductive	qualitative	approaches	(DQA)	could	have	in	
social	 sciences	 research	 thanks	 to	 Jane	 F.	 Gilgun’s	 book381.	 Faithful	 to	 the	 Chicago	 School	
traditions,	my	aim	was	an	accurately	documented	case	study	based	on	a	qualitative	analysis.	
The	chapter	is	an	occasion	to	pay	tribute	to	Thomas	and	Znaniecki	work	for	deploying	energy	and	

















































































and	 everyday	 life	 is	 comfortable	 under	 many	 aspects	 compare	 to	 them.	 Nevertheless,	 the	
bureaucratic	‘devil’	troubled	all	of	us.	All	these	documents	and	justifications	that	Universities	ask	
us	to	provide	to	allow	us	to	attend	classes	and	pay	fees…like	Italians.	The	feelings	of	loneliness,	
isolation,	 ‘heimweh’	 from	 our	mother	 country.	 The	 difficulty	 in	 finding	 a	 house.	 These	 ‘small’	




(Woods	 in	 Adelman	 1981,	 p.16).	 which	 was	 necessary	 to	 obtain	 the	 informant’s	 view	 of	

















started	 going	 to	 the	 University	 buildings	 and	 sticking	 advertising	 calling	 for	 participation	

























































At	 the	 Italian	 embassy	 in	 India,	 digging	 on	 Italian	 politics	 in	 regard	 to	 the	 “anti-migrants’	






	 In	a	very	 similar	manner,	 I	have	 faced	no	 restrictions	 in	meeting	Professor	Meenakshi	
Thapan,	 despite	 her	 busy	 schedule,	 as	 the	 Head	 director	 of	 the	 Delhi	 School	 of	 Economics	




Eventually,	 it	 is	 through	her	 suggestion	 that	 I	 came	 to	know	about	an	association	working	on	
integration	of	migrants	with	whom	she	had	previously	worked:	Rete	Intercultura.	The	person	in	
charge,	C.	S.,	was	kindly	available	to	exchange	information	with	me.	Since	it	was	conceivably	easier	


















	 Thapan’s	 work386	 was	 inspiring	 as	 it	 helped	 me	 fill	 some	 lacunae	 in	 the	 ‘scientific	
explanation’	of	my	research,	mostly	to	dress	up	the	reasons	why	I	have	been	undertaking	a	topic	
on	 such	 a	 ‘micro	 level’.	To	 remain	 an	 objective	 observer,	 as	 suggested	 by	 Thapan,	 I	 have	 also	





	 All	 the	 names	 of	 the	 Indian	 students	 have	 been	 changed	 to	 protect	 their	 identity	 and	
privacy.	Likewise,	 the	names	of	Padova’s	permanent	 residents-	 the	 inhabitants-	were	changed	
while	investigating	their	perception	of	India	in	Padova.	Conversely,	the	name	of	informants	from	
institutions	like	Uni-Italia,	the	University	of	Padova,	the	Town-Hall,	and	other	civil	servants	and	
politicians	 are	 explicitly	 mentioned	 prior	 a	 signature	 of	 an	 agreement	 on	 personal	 data	
divulgation	 provided	 by	 the	 School	 of	 doctorate	 and	 	 submitted	 to	 IUAV’s	 offices	 for	 ex-post	
controls	of	authenticity.	
	 Approaching	 the	 fieldwork	without	 being	 constrained	 by	 predetermined	 categories	 of	
analysis	-on	the	typology	of	population	inhabiting	and	crossing	Padova	and	on	the	nature	of	the	

















theory	methodology.	 In	 this	 regard,	 it	 should	 be	 remembered	 that,	 already	 in	 the	 1920s,	 the	
Chicago	School	(Robert	Park	and	Ernest	W.	Burgess)	based	its	study	of	social	and	city	relations	on	
the	 empirical	 research	 of	 society	 and	 on	 the	 category	 of	 the	 area	 to	 which	 it	 belongs.	 	 This	
methodology	 was	 borrowed	 from	 the	 social	 and	 documentary	 photojournalism	 of	 the	 time	






























Subsequently,	about	 fifty	years	 later,	 the	Grounded	Theory	Methodology	(GTM)	arrived	on	the	
scene	 and	 overshadowed	 analytic	 induction	 (Gilgun,	 2014).	 GTM	 also	 carried	 on	 some	 of	 the	
Chicago	 School	 traditions.	 Glaser	 and	 Strauss	 in	 1967,	 suggest	 that	 if	 the	 “[…]	 findings	 are	
grounded	in	specific	contexts;	theories	that	result	from	the	findings	will	be	grounded	in	real-world	
patterns”	(Patton	1990,	p.45,	my	underlining).	
Besides,	 Anselm	 Strauss,	 one	 of	 the	 originators	 of	 the	 GTM388	 says	 that	 it	 is	 rather	 a	 “way	 of	
thinking”	than	a	simple	movement	back	and	forth	between	theory	and	data.	Willig’s	explanation	




































the	 field	 to	 collect	 data	 which	 I	 was	 not	 expecting	 to	 gain	 initially	 (quantitative	 data	 from	














The	 second	 moment	 is	 the	 regressive	 one	 of	 the	 analysis	 in	 charge	 of	 describing	 the	 reality	
described	 above	 in	 an	 "effort	 to	 date	 it	 exactly”	 (so	 as	 not	 to	 be	 content	 with	 a	 statement	
concerning	undated	"archaisms",	not	compared	to	each	other	others	(Ibid.,	p74).		
The	 last	 moment,	 historic-genetic,	 has	 for	 task	 to	 study	 the	 modifications	 brought	 to	 the	
previously	 dated	 structures,	 proceeding	 to	 the	 genetic	 classification	 of	 the	 formations	 and	
structures.	 "[An]	 effort	 to	 return	 to	 the	 current	 previously	 described,	 to	 find	 the	 present,	 but	
elucidated,	understood	explained"	(Ibid.,	p74).			
o Back	and	forth	between	past	and	future		
	 The	 regressive-progressive	 approach	 was	 familiar	 to	 me	 before	 reading	 Thomas	 and	
Znaniecki’s	work,	indeed	I	realized	afterwards,	that	the	two	sociologists	were	also	advocating	a	
reconstruction	 of	 the	 past	 history,	 of	 the	 political	 setting	 between	 Italy	 and	 India,	 and	 of	 the	
migration	history	(when	existing)	of	the	Indian	students	I	have	interviewed	in	order	to	find	the	
generative	factors	of	an	event	or	phenomena	(Thomas	and	Znaniecki,	ed.it.	1968,	p.39).	Moreover,	








































the	 analytical	 process	 and	 emerging	 perspectives.	 While	 the	 research	 process	 progressively	
allowed	me	to	identify	my	main	research	question;	the	data	collection	has	led	to	a	reflection	on	
the	adequacy	of	other	questions,	which	indeed	turned	out	to	be	too	specific.	Focusing	on	the	thesis’	
key	 words,	 I	 have	 continued	 to	 develop	 the	 emerging	 theories	 in	 the	 light	 of	 the	 evidences,	





























decided	 therefore	 to	 start	 our	 research	with	 a	bottom-up	approach:	 seeking	 information	 from	
people	 through	 an	 interactive	 process.	 This	method	was	 previously	 used-	 and	 suggested	 as	 a	
strong	approach	while	looking	for	evidence	on	educational	policies-	by	Meenakshi	Thapan	with	
whom	I	have	had	the	opportunity	to	affine	my	methodological	research	frame	during	my	visiting	
period	 at	 CSH-Delhi.	 Besides,	 a	double	 review	 of	 the	 ‘bottom-up	material’,	 led	me	 to	 consider	















lived	 experiences	 of	 the	 persons	 with	 whom	 we	 do	 research”	 (Gilgun	 2014,	 (2)p.111,	 my	
underlining).			
	 Eventually,	 two	main	 reasons	 pushed	me	 to	 use	 an	 interactive	 approach,	 listening	 to	
people	 personal	 stories.	 The	 first	 reason	was	 that	 I	wished	 to	 seek	knowledges	 that	were	 not	
available	elsewhere	(Thomas,	Chataway,	and	Wuyts	1998,	p.128;	Patton	1990,	p.10).	The	second	





















level	 of	 decision	 making	 :	 The	 Ministry	 of	 Instruction,	 University	 and	 Research	 (MIUR),	 the	
Embassy	of	Italy	in	India,	the	Town	Hall	of	Padua.	Unexpectedly,	I	achieved	resounding	success	
from	all	of	them,	even	from	the	MIUR	on	28/11/2018393,	when	a	civil	servant-	Maria	Antonietta	











and	 even	 some	 workers	 of	 the	 International	 office	 (as	 Camilla	 Casal,	 from	 UNIPD	 Global	
Engagement	 Team).	 Was	 it	 a	 coincidence	 that	 almost	 all	 the	 institutions,	 associations	 and	
individuals	I	have	contacted	for	either	interviews	or	data	collection	answered	me	with	precise	and	





















for	 the	 person	 behind	 the	 numbers	 that	 the	University	 provided,	 on	my	 own	 and	 launched	 a	
Facebook	research	on	Indian	community	in	Padova.	
o The	immersion	in	Indian	students’	life	
	 From	the	outset,	 it	was	evident	 that	 I	had	to	 first	 immerse	myself	 in	 the	groups	 to	 the	
extent	 I	 could,	 and	 to	 the	 extent	 I	 would	 be	 allowed	 to,	 for	 the	 purpose	 to	 penetrate	 the	
metaphorically	 ‘close	 gate395’	 that	 stood	 between	 me	 and	 my	 understanding	 of	 the	 Indian	
migrants.	My	 first	 interactions	with	 Indian	Students	were	based	 initially	on	 informal	meetings	
along	with	a	Google	Drive	 form	(Survey	n°1)	spread	among	Facebook’s	groups	and	WhatsApp	
linked	 group.	 Eventually,	 I	 had	 some	 personal	 contacts	 that	 first	 helped	 me	 in	 building	 the	
network	of	people	 I	had	 to	 track	and	to	 interview.	Later,	Shere	Khan	Singh	also	helped	me	by	






occasions,	 I	caught	the	opportunities	 to	meet	the	Indian	Community	 in	person	by	attending	to	
cinema	projection	 of	Hindi	movies,	 dinners	 and	 festivity	 celebrations	 (See	 the	 discussion	 and	
pictures	in	Chapter	4)	.	I	also	attended	dance	classes,	started	to	shop	at	the	Indian	shop-	BPIS-	in	
Arcella	 (Q2-	 the	 ‘multiethnic	 district397’	 of	 Padova),	 spent	 more	 and	 more	 time	 at	 Indian	
restaurants	and	took	part	in	the	daily	student-	post-work	life:	karaoke,	concert,	bowling….	even	
going	on	weekends	together	in	the	mountains,	or	to	Gardaland	for	Hanee’s	bachelor	party398.	This	
















they	 spend	 time	 with	 international	 students,	 anyway,	 they	 are	 rarely	 involved	 in	
cultural/religious	celebrations	with	Italians	usually	and	rather	keep	these	personal	moments	with	
peers	and	 	 the	 Indian	community	members	 instead	 (See	photographs	5	 to	9).	A	discussion	on	

























principle	of	 immersion.	 Intimate	and	sustained	observation	helped	understand	 the	subtle	 -and	
hidden-	as	well	as	manifest	aspects	of	the	“invisible	migration	life	of	Indians”.	Even	if	I	was	not	
living	really	with	Indian	students,	I	was	anyway	deeply	involved	in	their	everyday	life.		Indeed,	
the	 more	 I	 was	 coming	 closer	 to	 the	 Indian	 students’	 habits,	 the	 more	 somehow,	 I	 was	





Part	 3	will	 be	 entirely	 plonked	 on	 these	 questions	 and	will	 raise	many	 others	 that	 came	 out	
reading	more	and	more	literature	works.		
	 In	any	case,	the	symbolic	interactionist	approach399	I	have	applied,	made	me	realize	that	
‘using’	people	 as	 informants	 gives	 a	 view	 that	 tends	 to	be	diverse	 and	possibly	 contradictory,	
reflecting	 differences	 in	 what	 individuals	 know	 and	 also	 how	 that	 knowledge	 affects	 their	
interests	 (and	mine).	 Since	 interaction	 became	 a	 relevant	 aspect,	 as	 I	was	 continuously	 cross	
matching	my	findings	with	theory,	some	interviews	were	replicated	twice	or	three	times	to	the	
population	I	finally	identified	as	‘relevant	informants’.	












































































reality	 of	 this	 recent	 ‘mobility	 turn’	 (Sheller	 &	 Urry,	 2006)	 of	 Indian	 Students	 to	 Italian	
Universities.	Eventually,	 I	have	consulted	another	 investigator405	 to	see	whether	 the	 ideas	and	




to	 verify	 the	 compatibility	 of	 the	 evidences	 with	 the	 findings	 we	 followed	 the	 triangulation	
principle.	(Thomas	et	al.,	1998,	p.	136)	According	to	Thomas,	Chataway	and	Wuyts:	“Triangulation	



























interviews	 as	 well	 have	 to	 be	 read	 in	 the	 spatial-time	 frame	 we	 conducted	 them:	 ideas	 and	






































Italy,	 named	 :	 Indian	 students	 in	 Italy-	 abroad	 studies.	 The	 online	 form	was	 anonymous	 but	





that	were	carrying	special	 stories.	 I	have	not	exploited	 them	with	a	quantitative	 look,	actually	
these	data	guided	me	to	understand	which	would	have	been	the	central	points	and	problems	to	
submit	 to	 my	 informants	 later.	 Besides,	 by	 tracking	 the	 email	 addresses	 of	 the	 “relevant	




























































































































I	 have	 aggregated	 the	 data	 collected	 through	 an	 additional	 online	 (and	 anonymous)	 survey	

















	 In	 this	pattern,	 interviews	were	used	as	an	 instrument	 to	 test	 the	working	hypotheses	
which	have	originated	 from	earlier	 interviews	 engendering	 a	 research	process	 that	 had	 to	 be	
pursued	 until	 the	 working	 hypothesis	 could	 credibly	 account	 for	 all	 available	 ideas	 and	
































about	 the	 relevance	 of	 Sonia	 Gandhi	 in	 the	 decision	 of	 migration	 to	 Italy,	 of	 Narendra	Modi.	
Although	I	have	had	answers	on	these	questions,	I	was	not	allowed	to	divulgate	these	contents	for	
international	 security	 reasons:	 the	 informant	 works	 for	 the	 MAECI,	 the	 data	 must	 reflect	 a	









Marò	 (the	 two	 Italian	Marines	 that	were	 accused	 of	 killing	 two	 Indian	 fishermen	 in	Kerala	 in	
2013),	that	I	had	not	considered	at	all	until	this	point.	Thapan	had	warn	me	about	this	possible	





















































student’s	 influence	 in	 the	 city	 transformation.	 The	 table	 below	 (table	 n°A.3)	 resumes	 all	 the	











my	 mentor’s	 suggestions	 -	 Jan	 Breman410-	 I	 have	 decided	 to	 code	 manually	 i.e.	 without	 using	 a	
software,	exactly	how	the	Chicagoans	did	in	their	time.	In	this	part	I	illustrate	the	method	through	the	






discover”)	 –	 an	 exploratory	 problem-solving	 technique	without	 specific	 formulas	 to	 follow.	 I	 like	




I	 have	 tested	here	 for	 the	 first	 time,	 enabled	me	 to	organize	 and	group	 similarly	 coded	data	 into	





































































in	 various	ways,	 I	 begun	 to	 transcend	 the	 “reality”	 of	 	my	 data	 and	 have	 progressed	 toward	 the	
thematic,	conceptual,	and	theoretical	final	code.	












convert it into 
the computer
Manual and 



































































the	most	 representative	 to	describe	 the	 three	brain	 categories.	The	10	profiles	have	been	 chosen	
following	the	criteria	of	contents	’exhaustivity.	Some	excerpts	of	the	interviews	that	were	richer	will	
be	reported	in	Chapter	5	and	inserted	as	‘short	stories’	to	build	a	fil	rouge	along	which	I	will	use	to	


























to	 my	 study	 as	 it	 evidences	 shared	 variables	 that	 determine	 Indian’s	 future’s	 destination	 as	































else.	 The	profiles	 presented	 in	 detail	 here	 below	 illustrate	who	 are	 these	 students	 based	 on	 the	 data	
collected	and	coded	from	the	interviews.		
All	these	heterogeneous	profiles,	although	sometimes	similar	profiles,	are	representative	of	the	diversity	
of	 social	 backgrounds,	 economic	 status	 and	 religious	 believe	 which	 are	 characteristic	 of	 a	 country-
continent	 as	 India.	 	 Many	 other	 analyses	 could	 be	 conducted	 to	 interrelate	 these	 profiles	 in	 further	
researches.	Indeed,	the	stories	of	all	of	them	are	connected	as	figure	n°8.1	illustrates.	In	this	figure,	the	






	 This	 profile	 describes	 the	 students	who	 have	 decided	 to	 settle	 in	 Italy	 after	 they	would	 have	
completed	their	studies.	The	reason	of	the	stay	maybe	connected	to	a	job	opportunity	or	a	positive	feeling	
out	of	the	experience	in	the	city.	This	was	the	case	of	Krishna	and	his	wife.	 	





























spend	 most	 of	 the	 time	 with	 peers	 (Indian	 students	 or	 Indian	 community’s	 member)	 and	 miss	 the	
immersion	in	the	Italian	culture.	Besides,	this	working-student	profile	often	turned	out	to	be	an	excuse	to	
simply	work	and	as	such	may	represent	a	‘migratory	risk’.		Laxmi	Kartik’s	experience	describes	it	well.		
He	 is	 a	 24	 years-old-boy	 coming	 from	 Andhra	 Pradesh,	 near	 Bangalore,	 Anantapur	 from	 a	 family	 of	
farmers.	Laxmi	 is	passionate	by	 its	study-topic	 	(natural	 fertilizer	experiment	 for	crops	on	potatoes	 in	
Agripolis).	In	October	2019,	we	met	again	by	coincidence,	he	was	driving	an	electrical	bicycle	and	wearing	
a	 ‘Glovo‘	 	 food	delivery	backpack.	He	told	me	that	him,	Mohan	and	one	of	 its	roommates	collected	the	



































	 This	 profile	 refers	 to	 the	 ‘talented	 students’	 who	 won	 a	 scholarship	 out	 of	 their	 successful	
experience	 in	Padova.	Anjana	and	Parvati	 have	both	declared	 in	 the	 interviews	 that	 the	University	of	




family’s	 constrictions	 (wedding).	 Often	 it	 has	 revealed	 that	 families	will	 arrange	 a	wedding	 for	 these	








































freedom	on	 their	 close-future	decisions	 to	move	or	not.	Fromm	y	data	 this	profile	has	evidenced	 that	
married	couple	spend	time	with	peers	(Indians	and	Italian)	but	not	with	younger	students.	They	generally	













































1. Per	 te	 Padova	 è	 una	 città	 “piccola”	 o	 una	 città	 “media”	 ,	 nel	 panorama	generale	 delle	 città	
italiane?	
	














6. Come	 	 si	 incrociano	 i	 flussi	 di	 studenti	 e	 la	 diversità	 culturale	 ?	 Sono	 fattori	 da	 tenere	 in	
considerazione	nell’organizzazione	spaziale	della	città	?		
	
































17. #partecipazione.	 Da	 FB,	 ho	 potuto	 osservare	 che	 l’amministrazione	 di	 Padova	 chiede	 un	
coinvolgimento	diretto/un	confronto	con	la	popolazione	delle	zone	interessate	ai	nuovi	progetti	




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Ponte	 di	 Brenta,	 Zona	 Industriale,	 Isola	 di	 Terranegra,	
Camin,	Granze	
o Quartiere	4	:	Santa	Croce,	città	Giardino,	Sant’Osvaldo,	


























































he	 has	 built	 on	 these	 stories	 and	 tied	 those	 together	with	 the	migration	 of	 Indian	 Sikhs	 to	 Italy,	 the	
migration	of	East-Europe	house	helpers	and,	the	topic	of	the	shadow	economy	feeding	the	flow	of	irregular	


















of	 'progress'	 on	 the	 subjugation	 of	 nature	 to	man,	 on	 the	 dominant	 economic	 exploitation	 of	 natural	
resources?		
	 Today,	Italy	hosts	the	second	largest	Sikh	temple	in	Europe420	in	the	heart	of	the	Pò	Valley,	in	the	



































This	 policy	 attempts	 to	 drive	 the	 immigrants	 to	 isolate	 themselves	within	 their	 own	 “communities”	 and	
“ethnic”	 confines.	 […]	 the	community	 should	be	carried	out	 invisibility	 […]”(Ibid.	 in	 Jacobsen	&	Myrvold,	
2011,	pp.139-140,	underlined	by	the	author).	
	 As	an	answer	to	Bertolani	et	al.	(2011)	and	to	tackle	the	issues	of	ethnicization,	we	have	found	
some	 examples	 in	 literature	where	 the	 category	 of	 students	 has	 been	 exploited	 as	 it	 represented	 an	
opportunity	 to	 twist	 the	perception	of	migration	 in	 some	 territories	 (Paola	Briata,	 2014a;	Goddard	&	
Vallance,	2013;	Martinelli,	2012;	Savino,	2015;	Zuddas,	2019).		
	 As	Gallo	(2012)	has	evidenced,	 the	spatialization	of	visible	worship	places-	as	Gurdwaras	–	 to	
obtain	an	“accepted	space	in	the	urban	social		fabric”	for	Indian	Sikhs	migrants	(Ibid.,	p.10)	is	often	poorly	
received	 and	 migrants	 are	 victim	 of	 what	 she	 called	 a	 “reductionist	 exoticization	 by	 local	 Italians”	



























	 To	 sum	 up,	 Bertolani	 et	 al.	 (2011)	 concluded	 that	 “[…]	 Italian	 society	 has	 adopted	 today	 an	
assimilationist	 policy	 without	 assimilation.	 […]the	 current	 return	 to	 assimilationinism	 in	 Italy	 also	
repreaents	the	 fading	of	 ideas	supporting	a	multicultural	and	multifaith	society.”	(Ibid,p.140).	Ten	years	
after,	 this	assessment	 is	still	valid,	especially	 in	 light	of	 the	Salvini-Di	Maio	Governement	(2018-2019)	
which	 has	 signed	 a	 slow-down	 for	 Italy	 towards	 interculturalism	 in	 favor	 of	 ‘populism’	 (Galbo,	2019)	
relying	on	the	idea	of	 ‘the	restore	of	 Italianity’	 (Perroco,	2010	 	 in	Jacobsen	&	Myrvold	2011).	 Infact,	 in	
2017,	Milione	enhanced	that	Italy	has	adopted	a	vision	of	integration	-in	the	education	system-	throughout	
a	“process	of	assimilation	by	leveling	differences”	to	make	them	cope	with	those	of	the	host	culture	prevails	





























	 The	approaches	 related	 to	 the	mobility	of	human	beings	have	quite	evolved	since	Burgess’	 time424	
(Burgess,	1967,	p.55).	It	is	there	agreed	as	follows,	that	mobility	is	still	characterized	by	a	certain	degree	of	
adventure425	 (Bauman,	 1998,	 p.17),	 after	 the	 aforementioned	 “mobility	 turn”	 (Urry,	 2000).	 Acknowledging	
these	 statements,	 the	 works	 of	 Urry	 and	 Sheller	 (2000-2006),	 have	 given	 precious	 insights	 in	 my	











stressing	 the	 unbalance	 raising	 between	 those	who	 can	move	 and	 those	who	 cannot	 (Baas	&	 Yeoh,	 2019;	






	 Sociologists	 and	 geographers	 have	 arisen	 the	 topic	 of	 the	 polarization	 over	 the	 ‘assumed	 hyper-


















on	the	 idea	of	 ‘abolition	of	borders’.	The	thesis	will	not	tap	 into	the	debate	on	whatever	borders	should	be	
opened	or	not,	however	 it	was	relevant	 to	remind	 that	 transnational	policies	of	national	states	also	have	a	
‘hidden	 side’	 branding	 an	 openness	 to	 the	 globalized	 world	 on	 one	 side,	 while	 ‘closing	 the	 doors’	 on	 the	
other427(	Waters	&	Brooks,	2011,	2012	;	Wihtol	de	Wenden	&	Benoît-Guyod,	2018).		














notion	was	reworked	under	a	 sociological	perspective	by	 the	French	scholar	 to	 “re-think	mobility”.	Motility	
leaves	space	for	individual	strategies	and	actors'	logic	analysis,	whereas	“traditional	studies	on	mobility	mainly	





























image	 associated	with	 the	 desert	 populations	moving	 in	 the	 caravan.	Hence,	we	won’t	 have	 advantages	 in	
labelling	Indian	students	as	nomads.		
	 In	 the	 end,	 migration	 and	 nomads	 have	 provided	 us	 a	 hint	 for	 further	 discussion.	 Braidotti	
remembered	in	the	introduction	of	her	essay	“The	new	nomadic	subjects”	that	"the	great	nomad	of	today	is	the	
capital"	(Braidotti,	2002,	p.	7).		
	 Spontaneously,	 a	 parallel	 with	 the	 affirmation	 of	 	 the	 anthropologist	 J.Breman	 came	 to	my	mind.		
Breman	suggests	in	the	introduction	of	his	book	"Footloose	labour,	working	in	India's	informal	economy":	‘money	
is	by	definition	footloose’	(Ibid.,	1996,	p.13).		Footloose	is	a	term	that	is	normally	used	in	economics	to	qualify	an	










'army	 of	 transients'	 (1996,p.19);	 'Aliens'	 (1996,	 p.	 48-49)	who	 live,	 dwell,	work	moving	 from	 one	 place	 to	
another	as	“labour	nomads”	(1996,	p.19).	
	 Semantically,	 in	 fact,	 footloose	refers	 to	a	metaphor	as	well:	 it	 is	 the	one	that	 loses	 traces,	which	 is	


















has	 been	 taken	 to	 suggest	 that	 innovation	 policies	 could	 play	 an	 important	 role	 in	 determining	 whether	
“increasingly	footloose	R&D”	locates	in	one	country	rather	than	another	(Bloom	and	Griffith	2001).”	(NIFU,	2003,	
p.125,	underlined	by	the	author).		
	 The	 second	hint,	 in	2015,	 came	 from	C.	Gomez	who	 studied	 the	 flows	of	 international	 students	 to	






































we	notice	a	 change	 in	 Indian	 students’	mobility	 	which	has	 led	 to	a	diversification	of	destinations	 for	
Indians	in	countries	where	policies	were	providing	“an	attractive	study-to-work	route”	(Hercog	&	van	de	









huge	economic	 incentive	 it	provides.	Since	Universities	have	witnessed	a	shortage	of	 funds,	 they	have	
turned	to	a	market-oriented	perspective	:	“A	profit-churning	industry	with	a	global	turnover	of	up	to	90	












of	 joint	 initiatives	which	 tie	 together	 these	 two	 continents	 around	 common	values:	 “India	and	 the	EU	
representing	 the	 largest	democracies	 in	 the	world	 reiterate	 that	 their	partnership	 is	based	on	 the	 sound	
foundation	of	shared	values	and	beliefs.	Our	common	commitment	to	democracy,	pluralism	and	rule	of	law	
and	 to	multilateralism	 in	 international	 relations,	 is	 a	 factor	 for	 global	 stability	 and	 peace”	 (Council	 of	
Europe,	2004,	p.2,	my	underlining).	




2016	 where	 both	 giants	 agreed	 on	 fostering	 cooperation	 for	 education	 and	 culture	 through	 diverse	
programmes434	 enhancing	 best-practices	 exchanges	 and	 enhancing	 policy	 dialogue	 on	 mobility,	
multilinguals	and	learning	outcomes	(Council	of	Europe,	2016,	p.5).	Pratically	speaking,	the	summit	was	
























































diasporic	 community	 abroad.	 In	 addition,	 one	must	 considered	 the	 injection	 of	 foreign	 income	 in	 the	
destination	countries	either	to	cover	the	fees	(Lall	2001)	or	for	everyday	life	expenses	(King	et	al.,	2016;	





(2013)	 the	 ‘labour	market	 scenario’(Ibid.,	 p.2)	 is	 ‘shortaged’	 in	 EU	 countries.	 As	 a	 consequence,	OECD	
countries	have	started	 to	 rely	on	migrant	workers	 -	as	we	will	 see	with	 the	example	of	Punjabi	Sikhs	
migrants	in	Italy	in	the	next	chapter	(Ambrosini	&	Panichella,	2016;	Jacobsen	&	Myrvold,	2011;	Khadria,	
2003,	2014;	OECD,	2020)438.	 	
	 This	 last	 point	 is	 related	 to	 the	 third	 reason:	 regulation	 and	 education	 public	 policies.	 It	 is	
important	 to	 keep	 in	mind	 that	 EU	 provides	with	 policies	 facilitation	 in	 terms	 of	 legal	 access	 to	 the	
destination	 country-	 as	 it	 the	 case	 for	 students’migration-	 which	 is	 important	 to	 prevent	 the	
exploitation439	of	Indian	emigrants	before	and	after	leaving	India	(Gupta,	2013;	Mukherjee,	2012).	The	



































	 As	 we	 said,	 there	 are	 numerous	 bilateral	 agreements	 in	 place	between	 Italy	 and	 developing	
countries.	Closer	to	our	interests,	an	executive	cultural	protocol442	has	been	established	with	India	for	the	
two-year	period	(2017-2019)	in	the	fields	of:	(1)	information	and	communication	technologies	(ICT);	(2)	









































The idea of a strategy for the promotion of Italian higher education abroad 
designed for the period 2017/2020 yielded from the perception of the necessity to 
revive Italian higher education (both of universities and artistic studies) on an 
international scale. Indeed this was considered the "fundamental engine to promote the 
economic and social recovery of the country downstream of the global economic 
crisis" (Fedeli in MIUR et al., 2017, p.7) 
In order to carry out an effective promotion of higher education abroad that Italy can 
offer, the Government has launched a joint action. MAECI, MIUR, and MI are 
united in a strategy that will strengthen Italy's great skills.This articulated 
strategy, concorded with MIUR, together with the main Italian institutional actors 
implicated in the higher education system, will secure the action of MAECI and its 
network abroad for the promotion of Italian higher education in an even more 
effective and incisive fashion.  
In this pattern, the coordination between all the actors involved and the interaction 
between the economic, cultural and scientific components of Italy for the purpose of 
an integrated promotion of the 'Italy System' are essential tools for the success of 
the international activities of the country. 
CRUI448	 2018	 The	CRUI	report	is	a	summary	of	statistical	data	tracing	the	internationalization	of	
Italian	 highest	 education	 system.	 CRUI	 put	 the	 accent	 on	 the	 'language	 tool'	
(English)	in	the	promotion	of	Italian's	education	abroad	and	enhances		the	limits	
that	slowdown	the	race	for	Italy	compared	to	other	destinations.	A	cardinal	idea	is	
that	 internationalization	 understood	 as	 openness	 to	 the	 presence	 of	
international	 students	 from	 all	 over	 the	 world	 is	 not	 only	 an	 inevitable	


















list updated on 31/03/2017- Website checked on 4/05/2020. 
Maeci 
The offers shown in this section of the site come from universities offers and are not managed by the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation. 
  
Accademia del Design e della Moda (IUAD) 
Accademia di Belle Arti di Sanremo - Istituto "I. Duncan" 
Accademia di Costume e Moda 
Accademia Italiana di Arte, Moda e Design 
Accademia Nazionale di Arte Drammatica "Silvio D'Amico" 
Centro di Lingua e Cultura Italiana "Torre di Babele" 
Conservatorio di Musica "Arrigo Boito" di Parma 
Conservatorio di Musica "Giacomo Puccini" 
Conservatorio Statale di Musica "Arcangelo Corelli" 
Conservatorio Statale di Musica "G. Verdi" 
Domus Academy 
Fondazione Collegio delle Università Milanesi 
Fondazione Siena Jazz 
Istituto d’Arte Applicata e Design (IAAD) 
Istituto Europeo di Design (IED) 




Istituto Superiore di Studi Musicali "Luigi Boccherini" 
Italiano & Co. Lingua e Cultura 
Le Arti Orafe (LAO) 
Libera Università di Bolzano 
Libera Università Internazionale degli Studi Sociali "G. Carli" (LUISS) 
• 				Financial	Aids	
• 				The	International	Training	Program	
Nuova Accademia di Belle Arti (NABA) 
• 							Graduate	
• 							Postgraduate	
Politecnico di Bari 
Politecnico di Milano 
Politecnico di Torino 
Quasar Design University 
Rome University of Fine Arts (RUFA) 
Scuola di Italiano "Scuola Leonardo da Vinci" 
Scuola IMT Alti Studi Lucca/Institute for Advanced Studies Lucca 
Università Ca' Foscari 
Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore 
Università "La Sapienza" 
Università Commerciale "Luigi Bocconi" 
Università degli Studi di Bari - Aldo Moro  
Università degli Studi di Bergamo 
	
	 404	
Università degli Studi di Bologna - Alma Mater Studiorum 
Università degli Studi di Brescia 
Università degli Studi di Camerino 
Università degli Studi di Cassino e del Lazio Meridionale 
Università degli studi di Catania 
Università degli Studi di Firenze 
Università degli Studi di Messina 
Università degli Studi di Milano 
Università degli Studi di Padova 
• Scholarships:	https://www.unipd.it/en/studying-padova/funding-and-fees/scholarships	
• Waivers	:	https://www.unipd.it/en/fee-waivers		
Università degli Studi di Perugia 
Università degli Studi di Torino 
Università degli Studi di Trento 
Università degli Studi di Verona 
Università degli Studi Internazionali di Roma – UNINT 
Università degli Studi "Tor Vergata" 
Università di Milano-Bicocca 






Università per Stranieri "Dante Alighieri" 
• 							Grants			
• 							Italian	language	courses			
Università per Stranieri di Perugia 




Università Politecnica delle Marche 
Università Telematica "E-Campus" 





































































































gathered	 from	 the	website	 and	 those	 contained	 in	 the	 2018	 EMN	Report,	 the	 Programm	 IYT	
provide	a	training	course	in	one	of	the	participating	universities	and	provides	a	mandatory	period	
of	internship	in	a	partner-company	(indicatively	lasting	three	months).	Scholarships		are	made	
available	 by	 public	 and	 private	 partners	 as	 an	 incentive	 for	 the	 most	 deserving	 students	





























associated	 with	 Italy	 (design,	 art	 history,	 restoration,	 tourism,	 etc.),	 whose	 courses	 are	
increasingly	 provided	 in	 English.	 Besides,	 for	 these	 fields,	 some	 Italian	 Universities	 provide	
appealing	scholarships	listed	in	Appendix	n°5.2.	























































Mayor	of	Padova	 is	Sergio	Giordani,	elected	on	28th	 June	2017.	He	was	born	on	10th	May	1953	 in	
Padova,	in	the	working	class-area	of	Chiesanuova.	He	is	married	to	Lucia	and	has	two	children	and	four	
grandchildren.	He	started	working	in	the	family	business	while	studying	at	University	to	become,	soon	













troubles.	 Behind	 these	walls,	 the	 ‘Serenissima’	 residential	 complex	was	meant	 to	 host	 students.	 It	
turned	out	to	be	occupied	by	migrants	as	a	consequence	of	the	refugee	wave	in	2007-8.	In	September	
2020,	 after	 years	 of	 discussion	 on	 this	 ‘hole’	 behind	 the	 wall,	 the	 vice	 mayor	 has	 succeeded	 in	
demolishing	these	scrambling	building.	Soon,	the	area	will	host	the	police	headquarters	of	Padova	to	










Appendix	 n°	 4.2:	 Foreign	 population	 by	 gender	 and	 age	 (minors	 vs	
















































SCHOOL ATTENDED 2015-2019 
AGRICULTURAL FORESTRY AND FOOD 
SCIENCES  
17 
ASTRONOMY AND PHYSICS 12 
ECONOMIC, FINANCE, BUSINESS, 
MANAGEMENT 
23 
 ENGINEERING, ITC 28 
LAW, HUMANISTIC AND LITERACY STUDIES 5 
MEDICINE AND SURGERY 2 
PHARMACY 1 







VETERINARY MEDICINE AND ANIMAL 
WELFARE 
3 
BILATERAL AGREEMENTS, 2 













Mobility profiles453 Perception of the 
mobility experience 
Other informants with 
similar case 





















Kavita- PD#27/2 #2B 
‘TIME TO FOLLOW THE 
RULES’ 
POSITIVE PD#11/2 ; - 
Shabanu- PD#1/2 #2C 
BRAVE’ 
POSITIVE PD#13/2; PD#22/2 
Anand- PD#42/2 #3 
‘COSMOPOLITAN’ 
POSITIVE PD#4/2- PD#20/2; 
PD#23/2; PD#31/2 
Inbana- PD#10/2 #4 
‘CARPE DIEM’  
POSITIVE PD#19/2; PD#28/2; 
PD#35/2 
Sareena- PD#34/2 #5 










Nilesh- PD#25/2 #7 
‘MARRIED STUDENT’  
POSITIVE Metha-PD#40/2 










NEGATIVE Aroti- PD#39/2 
Table	A.1:	Indian	students	#42interviews	in	perspective	evidencing	10	profiles.	Personal	elaboration	based	on	interviews'coding	
system,	08/20.	















Experiences in Padova #keywords 
Positive Average Negative 
#BEAUTIFUL  




-Stunning history, culture  & 
architecture. 
-Natural beauties & marvelous 
and peaceful  environment 
#GOOD  #NOT SO GOOD 
- Delicious  food & wine 
- Amazing  friendly people 
-Happiness, love 
- Enjoyable, satisfying, 
- Fun, trips & adventures 
 
 











-Enriching, self-learning, self 
discovery, fulfilling 
- Outstanding research quality 





#Too much Italian language 
 
-Incredible, wonderful time 
-Fantastic international exposure  
- Best choice ever; worth more 
exploration 
Table	A.2:	Feedbacks	on	the	mobility	experience	in	Padova.	Personal	elbaoration	based	on	interviews'	codes,	08/2	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
